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CHAP. 1. 


Adventures of Roſette. 5 


* '' ? 


Nb EVER, my dear Lanſpn, ſhall . 0 
Wu: that dreadful moment when 
Sainville ſurpriſed us, "TY you made 
him pay ſo dear for his temerity. You : 
had no ſooner fled, than collecting the 
remains of ſtrength that horrid ſcene 
had left me, I dragged myſelf towards 
the farm, weeping the loſs of a lover to- 

Vor. F B. whom 


* | | THE Eve 

whom 1 was ſo tenderly attached, and 
the cruel event that rendered his flight 
neceſſary. You, doubtleſs, have been 
informed of the conſequences : Sain- 
ville's wound was not mortal, and 


ſpeedily cured by the ſkill of the ſur- 


geon; but he did not conceal from his 
parents that I was the cauſe of his 
| quarrel with you, divulging alſo every 
circumſtance of our intimacy. My fa- 
ther was not the laſt to hear of it: he 
is naturally good tempered, but vio- 
lently tenacious on the article of female 
honour: he reproached me in the 
harſheſt terms, even adding effects to 


his anger; in ſhort, I was boxed, beaten, 


and locked up in a room for a whole 


month, without ſeeing any perſon but my 
mother who brought me victuals. At 
9 I was ſet at liberty; but conti- 
"* tinually 
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nually watched, and forbid to go out 
me with their former kindneſs and 
confidence; I did not dare appear in 
the village, the girls never failing to 
point at me. Look there, cried they, 
there goes the proud Roſette, who uſed 
ta think herſelf ſo much above us; if 
we are not ſo handſome, at leaſt we are 
modeſt, and don't make appointments 
in the wood with men, and foment 
_ quarrels between the gentlemen of the 
| town. Theſe inſults mortified me 
extremely, and made me frequently re- 
ſol ve to quit a place where I was ſub. 
ject to ſuch humiliations. One day that 
I vas fitting. before the door of the 
5 farm, plunged in melancholy reflection, 
a coach and ſix paſſed by, containing a 
1 about forty and an Abbe. much 
B 2 younger. | 


4 | THY FRENCH 
younger. How happy, thought I, ſhould 
'T be was I that lady's waiting maid; 
Occupied with this idea, my eyes fol- 
lowed the carriage, which had hardly 
proceeded thirty yards beyond the farm, 
when the axle-tree broke, and the coach 
overturned. One of the footmen im- 
mediately came to entreat aſſiſtance, on 
which my father and my two brothers 
inſtantly ran and helped to raiſe it. 
The lady had fainted from fear, in which 
ſtate ſne was carried to our houſe, the 
Abbe eſcaped with only a ſlight con- 
tuſion, and the loſs of his wig, which 

was ſpoiled by the mud. We all were 


| attentive about the lady, who recover- 


ing appeared ſenſible of our cares, and 
returned thanks with a politeneſs that 
enchanted us; ſhe appeared 'particu- 


larly pleaſed with me; for aſking my 
1 


263% [2284S -, 3] 
father if I,was his daughter, on his re- 
plying in the affirmative, ſhe ſaid, © I 
congratulate you on ſuch a child, her 

features expreſs an excellent diſpoſi- 
tion, and prejudice me in her favour; 5 
I ſhould be charmed to have ſo amiable | 
a young woman about my perſon ; what 
ſay you, my good girl,” continued ſhe, 


* could you reſolve to leave your parents, 
and come and live with me ?— Madam,” 
anſwered I, © I ſhould, doubtleſs, think 
myſelf honoured by ſerving ſuch a 
lady, but I depend on my father.” 
© Well, but if he conſents, returned 
ſhe— Ah, madam, in that caſe I ſhould 
think myſelf very fortunate, anſwered 


I—My father, who perhaps was not very 


ſorry to get rid of a girl whom he 
deſpaired to eſtabliſh, willingly con- 
ſented; the lady appearing perfect] y ſa- 

wu, B 3 tisfied 
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tisfied with the manner in which I ex. 
preſſed my thanks. A ſootman after 
ſome time came to inform her that the 
coach was ready to proceed, on which 
the lady roſe to depart Adieu, my 
{ſweet girl,” ſaid ſhe, I'Il ſend for you 
to-morrow, be ſure to be in readineſs, | 
you need not fear being happy with 
me. My mother and myſelf accom- 
panied her to the carriage: during the 
way I heard the Abbé ſay to her, 
Faith, madam, I congratulate you, 
you have made a charming acquiſition 
this young girl is very pretty; with 
ſuch an air of enchanting ingenuity, 
that ſhe is really innocence perſonified.” 
II could hardly refrain laughter at this 
ridiculous diſcourſe of the Abbe's, who, 
I leave you to judge, was no extraordi- 
nary phiſiognomiſt. 1 again returned 
| my 


/ 
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my thanks to my new miſtreſs, ho 
anſwered them kindly, and immediately: 
departed +14 1 


J was overpowered with IG 

_ thus to find my deſires ſo unexpectedly 
fatisfied; my father had made ſome 
inquiries of one of the footmen, who 
informed him that the lady was the 
Marchioneſs de ' GON a widow of 
conſiderable fortune, with only one ſon, 
who was a colonel in the army. Thus 
Roſette,“ ſaid my father, thou can'ft 
not fail to be happy, thou art very 


fortunate to meet with ſuch a ſituation, 
thou know'ſt what a diſagreeable im- 
preſſion thy adventure has made in the 
village, therefore try to deſerve the 
good n of Sao new miſtreſs, and re- 
GC˙⁵au ! ̃ ̃ͥ̃ IS > 
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member, if thou would#ſt wiſh to be 


reſpected thou muſt be virtuous.” 


The next day the maitre d'hotel of 
the Marchioneſs came to fetch me. 
Notwithſtanding the rigour with which 
my appz had for ſome time treated 

I experienced real affliction an 
ne them, for nature can never 
ene her rights. My father and mo- 
ther ſhed tears, giving me a long ex- 
hortation, which, however, made but 


flight impreſſion on my mind; and 


having received their bleſſing, I em- 


braced and bid them adieu. 


$ | 
* 
1 


Having reached the houſe of the 
Marchioneſs, my conductor immedi- 
ately introduced me to her. 145 1 had 
never before ſeen thoſe nnn. apart- 

; ments, 
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ments, in which luxury takes pride to 
diſplay thoſe brilliant ſuperfluities, 
which folly has rendered neceſſary to 
the favourites of Plutus. I was daz- 
zled and aſtoniſhed, drawing back 
my feet, fearful: they ſhould ſoil the 
beautiful carpets. My new miſtreſs 
ſmiled at my embarraſſment, which her 
kindneſs however ſoon baniſned. The 
next morning I entered on my buſineſs, 


as the Marchioneſs's ſecond waiting 
maid ; the firſt fille de chambre in- 
ſtructing me fo carefully, that in a few 
days I was quite perfect. This new 
way of life was ſoon extremely to my 
taſte, the weariſome uniformity of a 
country life had never pleaſed me, I 
loved activity and variety in bufineſs as 

in pleaſure, and found ſufficient of both 


in my new ſituation. The Marchionefs 
B 5 roſe 
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roſe: about eleven, my. buſineſs was to 
aſſiſt her to put on an elegant but neg- 
ligent diſbabille. At twelve ſhe, gave 
audience to ſome beaux eſprits of the 
city, who came to regale her with the 
fruits of their labour, and amuſe her 
wich their follies. The Abbé was fre- 
quently preſent at theſe converſations, 
beſtowing flattering ridicule on theſe - 
E provincial authors, who often. received 
as compliments, what in reality was 
keen ſatire or cunning irony. Three 
o'clock was the hour allotted for din- 
ner, we ſeldom had company; the 
Marchioneſs uſually dining alone with 
the Abbe. After dinner ſhe fat down 
to the toilette, at which the little Sand 
alſo aſſiſted, directing the adjuſtment 
of her hair and ſelecting the orna- 
ments; ſometimes my lady's toupee 


was 


8 BLAS: 14. 
was brought too forward, or the curls 
were too high or too low; in which 
cafe poor St. Ledger, the Marchioneſs's . 
firſt waiting maid, had her work to do 
over again, for the opinion of Monſieur 
Abbé was ever followed. I cannot. 
fufficiently diſcribe to you my ſurpriſe 
on ſeeing an eccleſiaſtic, whoſe ſitua- 
tion I had ever imagined removed him 
ſo far from ſuch trifles, act ſo derogatory 
10 his character, as to employ himſelf in. 
the details of a lady's: toilette. 


w ſoon remarked that the Mar. 
chioneſs, though rather beyond the mid- 
dle age, was ſtill a coquette, though poſ- 
feſſed of an excellent heart, her diſpoſition 
was light, capricipus and trifling, in ſnort 
the was a woman of the Bon lon, having 
to the higheſt degree all the faults of 

B 6 „ ; thas 
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that ſingular denomination. ' St. Ledger 


ſoon | informed me completely of her 
character; this girl was a jolly bru- 


nette, whoſe embonpoint in a great mea- 
ſure conſtituted her principal beauty, 
poſſeſſing one of thoſe common perſons | 
which are generally. pleaſing but ſeldom 
attach the heart; her features beſpoke 


good humour and frankneſs, and, per- 
haps, to an obſerving eye, a little levity 


and indiſcretion. According to her 


calculation ſhe was twenty five, but 
ſome perfidious wrinkles, which began 
to engrave themſelves deeply on her 


face, gave me but an unfavourable opi- 
nion of her veracity in that point; ſhe 


Ppoſſeſſed great volubility of language: | 


the firſt time you heard her ſpeak, you 
would have thought her witty ; but the 
ſecond would have convinced you that 


it 


611 'BLAS, _ - 

it was nothing more than- Cmall talk: 
ſhe was very fond of attempting to cri- 
ticiſe, but it was rather ſrom habit than 
ill humour; for St. Ledger was really 
a very good natured girl, mild, ſincere, 
and ſerviceable to her friends, for whom 
ſhe: would have facrificed herſelf; ſhe 
alſo poſſeſſed a great number, for her 
affectionate and communicative ſoul did 
not need to ſee a perſon twice to be 
warmly. attached to them; ſhe was by 
no means a man bater, for I ſoon diſ. 
covered ſome particular familiarities 
| between her and a tall well built foot- 


man, which did not give me a very 
mow opinion of her virtue. 


+ «The chearfol temper of my compa- 
nion ſoon made us friends; from her 
T was informed of the ſcandalous hiſe 
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tory of theiwhols houſe; abe 
| to underſtand that the Abbe was ſome— 
thing more than the rieiſbes of the Mar 
chioneſs,” and had ſuch an aſcendaney 
over her mind, that the did nothing 
without his advice. St. Ledger added, 
that the Abbe; in fact, was a worthleft 
fellow, his connection witk the Mar. 
chioneſs being merely for intereſt, that 
he was alfo of very libertine principles, 
and that even berſelf, St. Ledger, had 
been neceſſitated to grant him her fa 
vours, leſt he ſhould — ber vith, 


£4 


©] her multreſs, - 
- 1 


. ond not FR a this 
laſt trait of St. Ledger; Fadmired her 
complaiſance, and provident care to 
ſecure her place; but could not re- 
ſolve to imitate her, Though the 1%. 

band 
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zaud was in the flower of his age, and 
tolerable happy in point of features; 
I experienced a kind of averſion for 
him, which I could not account for, 
and promiſed myſelf to treat him very 
differently to what St. Ledger had done, 
| ſhould he make the ſame attempt on 
me. An occaſion ſoon preſented: one 
morning that the Marchioneſs had re- 
mained in bed longer than uſual, I was 
in her dreſſing room preparing her 
toilette, when the Abbe entered. After 
cautiouſly ſhutting the door Good 
morrow my angel,” ſaid he in his uſual 
| flattering accent. I thanked him, mak- 


ing a courteſy with great gravity.— 
The Marchioneſs, continued he, 
* is very happy to poſſeſs fo induſtri- = 
ous and amiable a perſon about her.“ 
*] ſhould be ungrateful, replied T, 
„if 
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© if I did not endeavour to deſerve. my 
lady's kindneſs. On my honour, ſhe 
is.charming,”. ſaid he drawing near me, 
* whata-complexion, what eyes, what 
vermilion lips, permit me, my dear 
girl, to ſteal a kiſs] ſaying theſe words 
he attempted to ſalute me, but, quickly 


turning my head, his face came "againſt 
my hair and covered it with powder, 
nor could J refrain laughing at his ridi- 
culous appearance. The Abbé was, 


however, not repulſed, but attempted 
to raviſh freſh favours; I therefore de- 
fired him very ſeriouſly! to refrain from 
manners which were offenfive to me; | 
but the impudent little band was deaf 
to my entreaties, becoming more and 
more audacious. Regardleſs of his an- 
ger, I collected my whole ſtrength, and · 
as he endeavoured. to embrace me, 
caught 


6011 5148. e 
caught him by the collar, and ſhook 
him ſo roughly, that he fell down in 
the middle of the room. Aſtoniſned at 
a reſiſtance which he did not expect, 
the Abbe picked up his wig, which had 
dropped off in the ſcuffle, and aſſum- 


ing an air of tranquillity, and even 
gaiety, he ſaid, Roſette your modeſty 
enchants me, it even ſurpaſſes the idea 
I had formed. My behaviour muſt 
doubtleſs have given you a bad opinion 
of my character, but it was only to try 
your virtue; continue to act thus, and 
depend on my eſteem and good offices, 
_ Whenever you ſtand in need of chem. 
« After this diſcourſe he opened the 
door and left me.“ 


is THE rien 


CHAP. II. 


[ 


Continuation of the adventures of Roſette. 


6 | | 
"Hap: I not been SIE of the 
Sine inclinations of the Abbe, _ L 
might have been duped by his diſcourſe, 
but from the account of St. Ledger I 
had no doubt that not having attained. 
his end he invented this ſubterfuge, to 
conceal his inſolence, ſhould I com- 
plain to my miſtreſs. F clearly difco= 
vered that he added hypocriſy to liber- 
tiniſm, a vice that rendered him yet | 
more odious to me. I did not fail to 
relate to St. Ledger what had paſſed 
in the drefling room, and how far the 
Abbe had carried his effrontery and 
„ My dear Roſette”: 
replied 
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replied St. Ledger, I dread the conſe- 
quence of this event. I know the 
Abbe, he reſembles the greater part of 
his colleagues, that is, he is a crafty 
vindictive knave, and will never för- 
give your refuſal, but ſooner or later 
ſeek revenge ; the Marchioneſs is kind, 
but ſhe is weak, and 1 have already told 
you what an aſcendancy the little ec- 
clefiaſtic has over her mind; however, 
as her ſon the Marquis will ſoon come 
home, and he hates the Abbe, we ſhall 
be clear of his GI for ſome time. 


„I had myſelf. too bad an opinion of 
the hb do e ah en GE. - 
Ledger ill founded, and, therefore, re- 
ſolved to act with ſuch circumſpectioa, 
that the little worthleſs wretch ſhould 
gain no * over ma. Some 


. * 


ih weeks. 
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weeks elapſed without his appearing to 
change his manners towards me, he 
ſpoke to me as ufual, and when we 
met alone did not appear the leaſt 
"embarraſſed ; the only difference I re- 
marked in his conduct was, that he did 
not praiſe me as formerly to the Mar- 
chioneſs. I had no doubt but this pro- 
ceeded from a ſecret reſentment, which 
he only waiteda favourable ether | 
to con ee ieee 
1. The Marchioneſs had a great num- 
0 of jewels, which were always kept 
in a caſket upon her toilette. One day 
that ſhe was dreſſing for an aſſembly, a 
valuable ring which ſhe uſually wore was 
miſſing, and our moſt diligent attempts 
to find it fruitleſs. The Marchioneſs was 
* reproaching St. Ledger and 
** myſelf 
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_ myſelf. in the bittereſt terms for our 
negligence; the Abbe, was preſent ;, It 
is really aſtoniſhing, ,madam,” ſaid, he 
coolly to the Marchioneſs, but it is 
not poſſible that your ring ſhould, be 
loſt, no one enters this apartment but 
your waiting women; St. Ledger has 
long ſerved you, and you muſt be con- 
vinced of her fidelity. For Roſette,” 
continued he, lowering his voice, 1 
believe her honeſt, and doubtleſs.— He 
concluded in this abrupt manner, which 
at once diſcovered to me that he meant 
to fix the Marchioneſs' 8 ſuſpicions on 
me. This trait of wickedneſs inſpired 
me wich the moſt lively indignation, a 
torrent of tears in ſpite of my utmoſt 
efforts  guſhed from my eyes. Les 
fir,” replied, I with great heat, you 
have doubtleſs a right to think me i in- 
| capable 


* 
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capable of ſuch an act of baſeneſs, my 
conduct ſince I have had the honour to 
| ferve the Marchioneſs, muſt have given 
her, as well as yourſelf, a more favour- 
able opinion of me; ſaying theſe words, 
I gave him a look, whoſe expreſſion he 
certainly comprehended; 
e The Marchidneſs, as ſoon as dreſſed, 
was obliged to repair to her appoint- 
ment, giving St. Ledger and myſelf 
ſtrict orders to neglect nothing to find 
| her ring. When we were alone, we 
remained ſome time without ſpeaking, 
and gazing at each other as though we 
withed to divine and read each others 
thoughts; but this emotion of mutual 
miſtruſt ſoon gave way to the pleaſing 
aſſurance of each others 'probity, and 
we both exclaimed at once, “no, it is 
not 


. * 
8 
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f not thee, my dear friend, that could be 


guilty of ſuch a deſpicable act, my heart 
proclaims thy innocence, and I baniſh 
eyery ſentiment of diſtruſt.. But 
how could this ring be loſt? continued 
St. Ledger, it ſurpriſes me; I per- 
fectly remember putting it up myſelf 
laſt night in the caſket. I remained 
ſome time loſt in thought, at length a 


gleam of light beamed on my reflec- 


tions. Tes my friend, cried I, I 
am convinced that no one but the Abbe 
could take the ring, what he ſaid be- 


fore the Marchioneſs confirms me in | 


the idea, the ſound of his voice, and a 
certain confuſion I remarked in his face, 
all contribute to convince me, that he 
is the author of this theft, which he 
| wiſhes to throw on me, in order to 
ruin me with my miſtreſs, and deliver 

him- 


—I 
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himſelf from the ſight of a perſon who 
is become odious to him.'—* Do you 
think it poſſible,” replied St. Ledger, 
« that the Abbe- ſhould be ſuch a vil- 
| lain?*—* 1 have not the leaſt doubt,” 
ſaid I ; when a man can fo entirely 
ſorget his duty, what is he not capable 
of? neither do I think it impoſſible. to 
obtain proofs of his guilt; he has pro- 
bablx concealed the rin g ſome where in 
his apartment, let us ſearch; heaven, 
who is the protector of innocence, will 
ſecond our endeavours, and we may 
perhaps find it.“ St. Ledger at firſt 
made ſome objections, but I repreſented 
to her ſo ſtrongly that our mutual ho- 
nour was concerned, that at length ſhe 
conſented. The Abbe had accompanied | 
the Marchioneſs,, we had, therefore, no 
| fear of being ſurpriſed, and were no 5 
VVV 
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ids apartment then we began N 


of; his bureau was locked, but hoping 
that he might have concealed the key, 
I carefully ſought every part of the 
chamber; at length chance led me to 
a China vaſe, that ſtood in the corner, 
and lifting the lid, I found the wiſhed 
for object: I inſtantly ſnatched it, ran 
to che bureau, which-I opened and vi- 
ſited every dmwer, but in vain, I could 
not diſcover the ring. —I was giving 
way to the moſt lively grief at thus 
fuding my hapes fruſtrated, hen St. 
Ledger informed me that thoſe pieces 
of furniture had uſually ſeorer receſſes ; 
we thorefore examined on all ſides and 
at length on my preſſing a button, 1 
diſcovered a private dravmy which was 
concealed behind another; 1 exarnined 
| Var. III. 5 Eo a 


rumaging every place we could think / 
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it, found a box, which on opening, the 
firſt object that preſented to my ſight 
was the ring: I cannot deſcribe the ex- 
/ ceſs of my pleaſure, I-threw myſelf on 
the neck of st. nme Well my 
friend, ſaid I, you ſee I was not 
wrong in were this unworthy 
Abbe! my companion could not at 
once tecover | her furprize.— The 
monſter !* cried ſhe, is it poſlible 
chat ſuch vitlainy ſhould" dyell in the 
# heart of an ecclefiaſtic ?? when our 
firſt joy was in ſome meaſure evapo- 
rated, we deviſed means to inform the 
Marchioneſs of our | diſcovery. |» The 
_ circumſtance was delicate, to reſtore 
the ring, declaring how we came by it, 
was to expoſe ourſelves to be diſbe- 
lieved, as we well knew the Marchio- 
neſs's predilection for the Abbe. The 
r 277". 


* 
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vile hypocrite would eaſily have juſtified 
himſelf, and perſuaded” her that fear- 
ful of the conſequences » of our theft, 
ve had, determined to reſtore it, and 
throw the odium on him. Aſter much 
conſultation ve determined that the 
Marchioneſs ſhould find the i ring her ſelf, 
Wwe; therefore replaced it in the box, 
locked up the bureau and carefully put- 
ting the key where we found it; left 0 
wenden „ 1 ae, 15 


94 We waited ie Marchionefs's': recunk 
with impatience; her firſt-queſtion was 
to aſk whether the ring was found, we 
anſwered by throwing ourſelves at her 
feet, begging her not to impute to us 
a crime we were innocent of; adding 
that our characters required a complete 
Just dien, and entreating her to grant 

0 2 MESH 
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us a favour that would entirely excul- 
pate us. I deſire nothing ſo much,” 
replied ſhe, © as to be delivered from 
the ſuſpicion I muſt entertain of one 
— if ne favour [yo0'aſk *eah 
contribute towards it, I willingly grant 
it. St. Ledger then replied : 
Madam, during the ten years that 
I have had the honour to ſerve you, I 
believe you haye 2 never had cauſe to 
| ſuſpett me of ating ed, e ho- 
neſty, and my duty. Roſette Fi been 
but a ſhort time in your ſervice, your 


ſuſpicions may therefore fall more forci- 
bly on her, but I know her heart, and 
can anſwer for her as for myſelf what 
I have to ſay muſt doubtleſs ſurprize 
you, we have ſtrong reaſon to ſuſpect 
that gentleman—— pointing to the 
Abbe.“ The favour then we entreat, 


is, 
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is, that yourſelf, madam, would ſearch 
his apartment, and endeavour to diſ- 
cover the ring. Theſe words cauſed 
the greateſt ſurprize to the Marchioneſs, 
who replied with indignation, * How 
dare you accuſe a man a8 reſpectable 
for his probity, as for his Rored call. 
ing? 1 kept my eyes fixed on the 
Abbe ONE his. diſcourſe of St. 


chabgad wi render em n 
barraſſment Which he in vain endea- 
voured to conceal; however, recover- 
ing himſelf as much as poſſible and 
doubtlefs depending on the Marchio- 
neſs's partiality for him, he replied with 
affected careleſſneſs, as thoſe ladies 
accuſe me, tis certainly juſt to grant 
* requeſt," Sir, interrupted St. 
DSA TOUT G4 | Ledger, 
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Ledger, our deſire cannot injure your 
honour; if our ſuſpicions are ill founded; 
let the ſhame fall upon us, we conſent 
to ſuffer the-utmoſt effects of the Mar- 
chioneſs's reſentment. She is too good 
to forfeit the promiſe ſhe has given us.” 
The Marchioneſs appeared irreſolute, 
her viſible perplexity made me dread 
the reſult, however, at length ſhe-ſaid 
to the . l + * cannot e 


it will ſerve to n, 9 the 
erime they have dared lay to your 
charge. With theſe words the Mar- 
chioneſs roſe and led the way to the 
Abbe's chamber, he following in ſilence, 
doubtleſs flattering himſelf that the ſe- 
cret drawer would not be diſcovered; 
for St. er! and myſelf, we already 
12 triumphed 
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iumphielf being certain of ſucceſs, 


The Marchioneſs after ſearching ſeveral 
cloſets and other places, at length came 
to the bureau, the Abbe himſelf pre- 


ſented her with the key; ſhe examined 
all the drawers, where not finding what 


ur a. her anger redoubled againſt 


Madam, faid St. Ledger, * theſe. 
es of furniture have always ſecret 


receſſes, 1 think 1 iſcover,. one here” 

with: Werds e Prefteh he © button,” 
and Re out t the drawer that Contained: 
the ring. I cannot deſcribe to you the 
confuſion of the gentleman of the little, 
| band at that moment; he Was, Gilent, 
his features betraying the utmoſt ſhame 
and confuſion. The Marchioneſs took 


out the box, opened it, and diſcovered 


the ring.- 
ſpeech, but that emotion ſoon 'gave 


„ place 


Surprize deprived her of © 


* 
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place to rage, * Miſerable wreteh, ſald 
ſhe addreſſing him, what can you 
plead againſt ſuch ſtrong conviction? 
Is it poſſible you could be guilty of ſo 
mean and deſpicable an action? Is it 
thus you requite the friendſhip, I have 
had for you? This event opens my 
eyes, and make, me bluſh at my fooliſh. 
partiality; good heaven, in what a 
worthleſs character have I placed my 
| confidence]! The Abbe: a ured 
to ſtammer ſome excuſe,” and and to a- 
cuſe us with having put the ring in 
Bis bureau.— Villain,” interrupted the 
Marchioneſs with the utmoſt paſſion, 
© dareſt thou to add calumny to thy 


baſeneſs; quit my houſe this moment, 

and never more preſume to appear be- 

fore me.“ With theſe words ſhe left 

the Abbe, and returned to her own 
q apartment. þ RT 
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The errors of the Marchioneſs had 
not ſtifled her natural good diſpoſition; 
the thanked us for having undeceived 
her, and entreated us to excuſe her un- 
juſt ſuſpicions. I then told her of my 
adventure with the Abbe in the dreſſing 
room, and the reſentment he had ſince 
ſhewn me. From what St. Ledger had 
related, 1 had no doubt but this infor- 
mation would have the effect I wiſhed 
on the Marchioneſs. I was not miſ- 
taken, the monſter; the villain, ex. 
claimed ſhe, with an emotion of rage, 
at leaſt equal to what ſhe had felt at 
fight of the ring, to profane my houſe 
by ſo unworthy a conduct, ro attempt 
the chaſtity of my ſervants, never could 
I have ſuppoſcd him guilty of ſuch de- 
teſtable vice. This event evidently 


rendered the Marchioneſs unbappy for 
C2 ſome 
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Ivide'8ays, though the uſed er tmoſt 
endeayours to'conceal it, F plainly diſ- 
covered that ſhe was greatly attached to 
the Abbe, and that no leſs a proof of 
nis villany, would have induced her 
to baniſi him from her preſence; nay, 
perhaps, when ſhe had recovered her 
firſt indignation, ſhe might have ſought 
to excuſe him, if I had not awakened 
her ſelf-love by a recital of his attempts 
on me. Such is the general weakneſs 
of women, their hearts eaſily juſtifying 
every fault that does not interfere with 
their tenderneſs, and with leſs difficulty 
pardoning a crime in their lovers, than 
the moſt Nane N 15 | 


— Time deſttofs all, even the trongeſt 
impreſſions. The Marchioneſs ſoon for- 


got waa Abbe; and 1 her ſon arriving 


at 
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at home, havirig'permiſſion-of abſence 
from his regiment, maternal affection 
entirely took poſſeſſion of her heart. 
The Marquis de B—— was about 
thirty, tall, well made, handſome, and 
_ poſſeſſing all thoſe brilliant qualifica- 
tions that diſtinguiſh men of his rank, 
he had alſo all the faults common to 
them; was libertine, frivolous, devaid 
of principle, and greatly "given to wo- 
men, Tecking rather to gratify his paſ- 
fions, than his underſtanding: he knew. 
no rule but his inclination, no law but 
his deſires, nor was there any thing bur 
what he would have ſacrificed to ſatisfy 
them, except his- honour. Notwith- 
ſtanding he was open, brave, and ge- 
nerous; his mother loved him beyond 
expreſſion; he was her only ſon, and 
the day of his return was celebrated by 
C 6 every 
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every poſſible demonſtration of Joy. 
The Marquis did not fail to aſk after the 
Abbe; his mother related the hiſtory _ 
of the ring, and the unworthy beha« 
viour of the /i/t/e band. I happened to 
be preſent, the Marquis teſtified the 
| utmoſt indignation, * I ever ſuſpected 
him capable of fuch meanneſs, ſaid 
he, and am charmed that this event 
has undeceived you in regard to his 
character. Then looking at me with 
an arch ſmile, I congratulate you 
Roſette, ſaid he, on having ſo ſkill, 
fully cleared yourſelf from the diſ- 
agreeable embarraſsment in which. the 


raſcal had involved you; your manner 
of contriving it gives me as good an 


opinion of your wit, as your treatment 

| of him does of your virtue; doubtleſs, 
ſo preꝶty a girl deſerves the attention 
7 _- 
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© of © more deſerving character.“ The 
tone and manner in which the Marquis 
ſaid this made me bluſh; and I retired 
to hide my confuſion. I ſoon diſco- 


vered that the Marquis was not diſ- 
pleaſed with me, ever finding occaſion 


to ſay ſomething obliging - ſometimes 
he praiſed the fairneſs' of my com- 


plexion, other times the beauty of my 


hair, or the roſes of my cheeks, and if 
he found me alone would attempt to 


ſteal a kiſs; tis true J ever reſiſted 


theſe liberties, but I had not half the 
ſtrength or inclination to repel him, 
as I had the Abbe, nor did I fail to 
diſcover the reaſon; the Abbe had in- 
ſpired me with nothing but averſion, 
while on the contrary the Marquis 
pleaſed me; his manners were ſeduc- 
ing, and he knew ſo well how to ex- 
| cuſe 
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cuſe himſelf; that though in his abſence. 
I determined to be angry, yet I never 
failed to forget my reſolution in his 
preſence. + Two months elapſed in pur- 
ſuits on the part of the Marquis, and 
| in reſiſtance on mine; my efforts, how= 
ever, became daily weaker for after 
ſtruggling for a favour for a length of 
time, he generally concluded by ob- 
taining it, which no ſooner granted 
but he ſolicited another; nor Was it 
virtue that protected me, from grant-- 
ing him the laſt favour,” it' was thy 
. Lanſon, which 1 was {till engraven 
on my heart, and momentarily re- 


a 


proached my inconſtaney. 


— —- * : 
* "ht 


My virtue, or aber what chaſtity 
F had remaining,” was at the laſt gaſp, 
wn the Marchioneſs ſet off for Paris, 


"MY 
- 


where 
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where ſlie paſſed three months every 
year, taking her whole family with her. 


We were four in the coach; the Mar- 


chioneſs, her ſon; St. Ledger, and my- 
ſelf, and had reached: about half way 
to the capital, when my miſtreſs find- 
ing herſelf indifpoſed obliged us to 
ſtop at Chalons. As her illneſs became 
more and more ſſerious; St. Ledger and 
myſelf, watched ther by turns: One 
evening that my companion had re- 
placed me; I retired 'very. early ag" 1 
had been up the preceding. night, and 
had juſt! f fallen into a profound fletp; 
when I was ſuddenly awoke byiſome 
| one getting into bed, and claſping me 
in their arms. Overpowered by fear 
I was on the point of calling for al” 
_ fiſtance ; when the Marquis, for it was 
en. N his hand on my mouth: 
nen 008 
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© Tis me. Roſette, ſaid he, do noe 
be alarmed.'—" Lou,“ replied 1. then 
have I yet greater cauſe; to fear, leave 
me I conjure you, {tr ; ſurely you would - 
not uſe violence to a poor girl, and gain 
by ſurprize what you ſhowld owe to 
tenderneſs alone ?* The Marquis ſwore 
that he would never uſe force to obtain 
what he wiſhed to be granted by love, 
but that his affection for me was fo 
violent, that he could not . refiſt the 
opportunity.—In ſhort, he declared ſo 
much love, made me ſuch ſine pro- 
miſes, employed ſo much of that rhe- 
torical amourous eloquence that men 
well know how to uſe; that though he 
did not convince my underſtanding, he 
ſeduced my heart fo completely that I 
could refuſe him nothing, As frank= 
neſs has ever conſtituted a part of my 

character, 
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character, I confeſſed to him freely that 
I had before had a lover, relating the 
manner in which we had been ſeparated. 


This confeſſion did not appear to give 
him the leaſt pain; the great in general 
are not ſuſceptible in this point, as ſelf 


gratification is all they wiſh. 


My heart pleaded too ſtrongly in 
er of the 2 * wm, not to 


mutually ſatisfied with each other. 


4 . 
» & # ry 1 . ** _ 


CHA P. u. 
Continuation of he n of Roſette. 


Tus indiſpoſition of the Mar- 
chioneſs was of ſhorter duration than 


we 


thing for : a ſecond i Wer | Te parted | 
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we had expected, and ſhe was ſoon 
ſufficiently re-eſtabliſhed for us to con. 
tinue our route. | Arrived at Paris; we 
. went to the hotel of the Duke de 
Fo, who was brother to the Mar- 
chioneſs, and where ſhe always refided 
during her ſtay in the capital; I fre- 
quently ſaw the Marquis alone, whoſe 
affection for me did not appear to de- 
ereaſe. Nd /my en are 1 | loved 
Pic) you 23 me - capable of. St. 
Ledger ſoon diſeovered our connection, 
and as I well knew that ſhe was not 
very ſcrupulous. in thoſe caſes, I did 
not heſitate to inform her of the whole; 
far from blaming me, ſhe congratulated 
me on my conqueſt. ; = 
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was a8 happy as it is poſſible to 
be, when an unforeſeen event ſuddenly 
altered my ſituation. The Marchioneſs, 
ho had never perfectly recovered her 

indiſpoſition fell dangerouſſiy ill, which 
daily encreaſing, the phyſicians ſoon 
deſpaired of her life, The Marquis, 
St. Ledger and myſelf, never quitted 
her, her ſon was in the greateſt afflic- 
3 a ours fat N for as 


berg, e al 0 10 4 comfortable 

ſituation, hard to be replaced. The 
Marchioneſs; finding her end approach, 
made her will, in which ſhe left lega- 
cies to all her domeſtics: St. Ledger 


and myſelf e e males 
en „hn ene e! 
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d The | Marchienefs furvived but a 
mort time: St. Ledger and myſelf, 
ſincerely lamented her. The Marquis 
appeared inconſolable, but time which 
even weakens tenderneſs, yet more 
eaſily blunts the acuteneſs of ſorrow 
for the death of a beloved object. 
Some few weeks after the dectaſe of 
his mother, the Marquis, whom 1 had 
rey ſeen Gans came. o 


i | 4th; * he 3 n 

Wi miſtreſs in my mother, you have yet 
a ſincere friend left, whois determined 
to give you the moſt convincing proofs 
of his tenderneſs.” He then told me 
that he had hired a houſe for me; that 
I ſhould go to it on the morrow, when 


he hoped to ſurprize me agreeably. Ag 
for St. W continued he, as I 
know 
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know yau are intereſted for her, T have 
engaged my - aunt, the Dutcheſs of 
F-—, to employ her in the Tame 


fituation, that ſhe enjoyed with my 


mother; ſo that ſhe will have every 
reaſon to be ſatisfied. I was delighted 
with the kindneſs of the Marquis, and 
throwing myſelf on his neck, teſtified 
my thanks Wo the warmeft TOES 


1 1. The next . conch Was bn de 

conduct me to my new dwelling; the 
houſe had the moſt elegant appearance, 
the furniture was rich, the ſervants 
numerous, : the equipage brilliant; in 
ſhort, the Marquis had. left me no- 


thing to wiſh for. After enjoying my 


ſurprize for ſome moments, © It is all 
yours, Roſette,' ſaid he, * theſe:people 
recelve orders from you -alone ; you 


ſhall 
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ſhall allo have two thouſand crowns 
monthly, in order to furniſn you! with 
all the pleaſures that Paris affords; Tam 
determined that the Duke of Os 
miſtreſs, ſhall burſt with ſpite: to "ſee 
herſelf Ne: 11 bp, Aan p 

f * The laſt words of the ee 
gave me to underſtand in what ſitua- 
tion I was to appear, and that oſtenta- 
tion as much as love, had led him into 
ſuch prodigious expence. You well 
know what power vanity has over the 
heart of a female, and how ſtrong. an 


attractive luxury and dreſs are to their 
minds; I therefore; made but few ſcru- 
ples to the Marquis, in reality I loved 
him tenderly, and love ja 1 
580 in the eyes of a pere 


„The 
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The next day I was ſupplied with 
a moſt elegant wardrobe, the Marquis 


alſo. preſented me with à caſket of 
jewels. My firſt appearance in my new 
ſmery was at the opera; notwithſtand- 
ing the ſatisfaction that I experienced, 
I could not defend myſelf from a cer- 
tain ſhame; I was confuſed, uneaſy, 
and embarraſſed. When I entered the 
box the Marquis had hired for me, I 


found myſelf, as it were, overburdened 
by the weight of my grandeur. The 


richneſs of my dreſs, and being a new 


face, ſoon fixed all eyes upon me; my 
embarraſſment redoubled, and I | was 


ſo greatly diſconcerted as to be on the 


point of retiring ; however, collecting 
all my. ſpirits, I endeavoured to ſur- 
moyne. m timidityn and fix my gen- 


tion on ſome of the ſurrounding ob- 
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jets. I obſerved that the greater part 
of the audience kept their eyes upon 
me while ſome whiſpered, and others 
laughed and ſhrugged their ſhoulders; 
the fops crouded into the boxes neigh- 
bouring to mine, fixing their glaſſes 


and viewing me with the moſt un- 


daunted accuracy, as though I had 
been an animal of another ſpecies. 
The Marquis ſoon joined me, and 
began a converſation. with that eaſy 
familiarity, which diſcovered to every 
one our connection, conſequently that 
it was to his generoſity, I owed my 
preſent appearance. The opera over, 
the Marquis conducted me home, he 
was in high ſpirits, declaring that I 


had greatly honoured him, as my dreſs, 


diamonds, and perſon had been particu- 
1 admired, The ſatisfaction his vanity 
6 received 
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received on this occaſion, made dim 
1 _ attention to me. | 


; 4 
«1 


41 100 ſpeedily familiarized to my 


new ſtate, and foon loſt that baſhful- | 


neſs, which is frequently leſs the effect 
of modeſty, than a diffidence of not 
acting up to what we appear. My 
houſe became the rendezvous of the 
young nobility, that were friends to 
the Marquis, who alſo brought their 
miſtreſſes ; thus the hours and days 
elapſed in a perpetual round of plea- 
ſure; the variety of which baniſhed 
thought and wearineſs. The whirl- 
pool i in which I was engaged, did not 


give me time to examine my heart, h 


every idea being employed in the en- 
joyment of the preſent; pride and 


ſhew are the rocks on which the 


Vol. III. D ſenſibility 
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Cenkibilicy, of woman is frequently 
wrecked ; the continual amuſements 
which employ her mind, ſlifle by de- 
grees the voice of reaſon in her heart, 
and, at length, from a continual habit 
of entertaining ſuperficial ſenſations, 
the becomes incapable of any other, 
thinking ſhe fill follows the impulſe 
of love, when, in reality it is no- 
thing more khan coquetry. I fill 
loved the Marguis, bur my affections 
| pagged between ſo many. different ob- 
jects, muſt . weaken a ſenti- 
ment that can admit of no competi- 
tor. I no longer was fo anxious for 
the company of my. lover, his abſence 
gave me but little concern, and ſome- 
times none; in | ſhort, I could make 
myſelf perfectly ſatisfied without him. 
Yet, notwithſtanding I was enfin of 
the 


* 
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the. flatteries of his friends, L, Was far 
from an idea of being unfaithful to 
him; a ſentimient of, honour, which Y 
Wi ever, predominant at the bottom 

af my heart, curbed thg efferyeſcence, 
8 of. my. humour and kept it within 
bounds: 1 owed. every thing. to che. 
generoſity of the Marquis, and gra tati- 
tude Was another bond which gies 
Mil wy hin, O1 I: Sit baits T ; 


1 * 


- 
. * * dd 
* 2 
w# »& ” 


* $4825 56 3403 [ 265 100 * 


0 « The 1 55 of the carnival. was 50 
new fource. of pleaſure. Ong. eyening 
that, I. as, at, the opera- ball, and was 
by fame, means ſeparated by the croud 
from the Marquis, being * 


far agp, hoping be would ſoon re- 
Join, me. & | way; employed in contem- 


plating | the Hymegouy, and Joyful , ala 
ſembly, when a maſk in a domino 
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came and ſeated himſelf by me, and 
began a very gallant e as 
he expreſſed himſelf with a good deal 
of wit, I heard him with pleaſure; he 
told me that he had long known me, 
that T had inſpired him with the moſt 
lively affection, but that particular 
reaſons had obliged him to conceal 
it. This converſation excited my cu- 
rioſity; I aſked the ſtranger to unmaſk, 
in order as I told him, that I might 
know the perſon whom I had infpired 
with ſuch tender ſentiments, I had 
juſt concluded rheſe words, when 1 
diſcovered the Marquis who was ſcek- 
ing me; I called tohim, and the maſk 
riſing to quit me, ſaid, Adieu, Roſette, 
don't fail to be at the next maſked 
ball, and 1 will tell you more extra- 
ordinary 


1 


* 
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ordinary things n I have "i to 
29 25 47 e det 
related to the Marquis the con- 
verſation I had been engaged in; he 
jeſted me on my conqueſt, ſaying, that 
doubtleſs it was ſome perſon who 
ſeized the opportunity of being di. 
guiſed to make love to me; the maſk. 
however, had told me ſome certain 
circumſtances, that gave me room to 
ſuppoſe that he knew nie perfectly, 
even mentioning different occurrences - 
that had happened me. It was in vain 
that 1 racked my head to divine whe 
it could be, my conjectures could fix 
on no one. This uncertainty re- 
doubled my curioſity; 1 determined 
not to fail being at the next ball, and 
to neglect nothing to make the domino 

D 3 - unmaſk, 
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unmaſk. * Women ever judge of the 
importance of a ſecret by the care 
taken to conceal it, 


* 
. 
_ 4 


51:<:Phe" ad 1 had waited with ſuch 
impatience, at ©. length/ arrived; the 
Marquis in the morning came to in- 
form me, that he was obliged to go 
to Verſailles' on particular buſineſs, 
and which would detain him till the 
next day. I did not tell him of my 
intention of going to the ball, leſt 
he ſhould endeavour to difſuage. me 
from it. He was no ſooner departed, 
than I began my preparation, reſolving 
to conceal my deſign from the ſervants, 
leſt they ſhould inform him a of it. 
My waiting maid, was the only one 1 
truſted, as it was neceſſary I ſhould 
have ſome perſon to accompany, me. 
Turned 


. 
— 
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Turned of midnight we went out at 
a back door, where two chairs ſhe 


had hired waited for us. Arrived at 


the ball room; 1 looked on all ſides 
to diſcover the maſł I ſo much wiſhed 
to find ; we ſaw each other at the ſame 
moment; he immediately joined me; 
declaring in the warmeſt terms the 
pleaſure he enjoyed in ſeeing me again; 
he then queſtioned me how I came, 
who accompanied me, and how long 
I intended to ſtay at the ball. When 
I had: ſatisfied him on thoſe different 
points, he entered into a lively and 
gallant converſation, in which he in- 
termingled ſuch knowledge concern- 
ing my former ſituation, that he re- 
doubled the deſire 1 had to know 
him, but all my endeavours to make 
him unmaſk were fruitleſs. At length 

D 4 


_ wearied 
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| wearied with his obſtinate refuſal, I 
roſe in a pet, Well, ſaid I, * fince 
you perſiſt in not unmaſking, I muſt 
_ conclude you have ſome reaſon to fear 
being known, therefore, you will ex- 
euſe me from converſing longer with 
you.. You are not miſtaken,” replied 
he laughing, however, be aſſured that 
in a ſhort time your curioſity ſhall be 
completely ſatisfied. With theſe 
words he left me, and mingled witli 
the croud: I remained near an hour 
without ſeeing him, and concluded he 
was gone, when 1 perceived him talk- 
ing with a woman dreſſed as a Sultana. - 
He did not ſeem -inclined to hold 
any more converſation with me, but 
appeared to keep me in ſight. | 
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As curioſity, was the principal mo- 
tive that had brought me to the ball, 
and which I could not ſucceed in ſa- 
tisfying, I reſolved to return home. 
1 was accordingly on the point of 
leaving the ball- room, when the maſk 
paſſed by me, What going already, 
Madam?“ ſaid he.— Les, replied I 
coolly; he made no anſwer, but min- 
gled among the maſks. 


J got into the chair, my head 
filled with the ſtrange maſk, and 
completely vexed at not being able to 
diſcover who he was. Theſe reflections 
: employed my thoughts for ſome time, 
when looking at my watch, I ſaw by 
the light of a reflector, that I had 
been near half an hour on my way, 
when it was hardly a quarter of an 

D 5 hour's 
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hour's: walk from my houſe to the 
opera; I began to be untaſy, and looks 
ing out diſcovered, that I was not in 
the road home. My apprehenſions re- 
doubled; I called to the chairmen to 
Mop; but they feigned not to hear me, 
and 1 was on the point of crying out 
for help, when they ſuddenly turned 
into a dark paſſage,” the door of: which 
was immediately ſhut; two men then 
lifted up the head of the chair, ſeized 
me, and notwithſtanding my cries and 
refiſtance, carried me into an apartment, 
where ſeating on ye wert the door 
and departed. HW dae ann 
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it 8 P cannot paint the ſurptize and 
fear into which this adventure threw 
me; my ſenſes were in the utmoſt dif. 


order, my troubled imagination pre- 
ſented 


ren 39 
ſented a thouſand confuſed. ideas, whoſe 
chaos din vain, endeavoured, to diſperſe, 
At length, however, my alarm in 
ſome meaſure diſſipated, and I began 
to reflect on the danger which I ran. 
Irecollected the diſcourſe of the maſk, 
and had no doubt he was, the authour 
of the diſagreeable event that had be- 
SOME mee bot Hun been  wonordtth 
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11 Was abſorbed in ſuch reflection 
when, on a ſudden the door opened, and 
who think you appeared before me 272 
The Abbe, that unworthy, eccleſiaſtic, 
who, had ſought to make me ſuſpected 
of a crime, which had never entered 
my idea.—1 gave a ſcream of, horror— 
o „Tous daubileſs, did. | not expect due 
me, ſaid Bes; as, he. approached, „ my 
preſence is certainly not deſirable to 


att 3 
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you, but that's indifferent; I have at 

length caught you little - wanton, and 
this time, however, you ſhall not 
mn a ene | 
+ &© Theſe words Wesent- my Aen. 
tions, Infamous wretch,* cried I, is 
it not enough that you endeavoured to 
diſhonour a girl who had never injured 
you, but you dare even employ againſt 
her, the moſt unworthy artifices to de- 
prive her. of liberty; but be ſure the 
vengeance of heaven will overtake 
vou. Heaven,” replied he, '* troubles 
itſelf very little with thoſe trifling ma- 
noeuvres of mortals; I therefore do 
not dread its vengeance; but for your 
part fear mine, if you do not efface by 
4 ſpeedy complaiſance, the juſt reſent- 
: ment 1 have againſt you; can you ſay 
f that 
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61 
that you have not offended me, have 
not you repulſed my moſt tender ad- 
vances? but you, doubtleſs, reſerve your 
favours for the Marquis; he,” in your 
eyes, is more worthy than me; can I 
forget the injury you did me with the 
Matchioneſs? with ſuch provocations 
confeſs, Roſette, that I have ample ſub- 
jet of complaint againſt you; but 
beauty excuſes all, and my revenge 
ſhall be pleaſant on both ſides; if you 
eonſent to grant what I demand.“ 
* And what would you demand? re- 
plied I. Cannot you gueſs,” anſwered. 
the little wretch, what is uſually re- 
quired from a pretty girl, who pleaſes 
us? I ſaw you at the opera, the ſight 
of you, Roſette, renovated the old im- 
preſſion you had made on my heart; 
I converſed with you by the aſſiſtance 
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of my maſk, and have une” ſuc- 
ceeded in playing you this little trick, 
not half ſo ſevere you muſt; allow, as 
that you ſerved me with the Mar- 
chioneſs. Come, my dear girl, con- 
tinued he, dra ing near me, don't 
make ſuch difficulties, believe me an 
Abbe is ae as nn as an 
officer.“ M tn eine rey he dg 
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Ts "th nad 1 not ne * the 
Abbe; the tone of raillery he aſſumed 
on this occaſion, and the violence he 
. {had offered, would have rendered him 
odious to me. Begone, „ replied I, 
with warmth, 4*.0r expect _ effects, of 

my anger, be aſſured, that while L 
ure ſtrength remaining; I will de- 
fend myſelf from your brutal paſſion.” 
Saying theſe words, 1 diſengaged my 
3 hand 


| © GTLABLAS: 67 
hand which he had ſeized: aud retiring 
into a corner of the room, Ithreatened 
to tear out hi ven; if he nnn 


* 


FJ The: Abbe. was not - poſſes 1 | 
ptodigious ſtrength, and was likewiſe 
cowafdly, as moſt! villains are; he ſaw 
1 intended to keep my word, therefore 
remained at a diſtance.— Since you 
are fo ſtubborn,“ ſaid be, with eyes 
full of fury, I ſhalh take proper mea- 
ſures to humble you: remember you 
are entirely in my power; never ſhall 
you leave this place until you have con- 
ſented to my deſnes. With this me- 
nace be left the Hartnichs ns flag 
AF) £53019 26 414 ie enen a ene 
A little recevered oy the agita- 
tion; into which this ſeene had thrown 
£21111 | me, 
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me, I caſt my eyes around. The room 
in which I was had but ane window, 
and that double grated, opening into a 
narrow and lonely yard. I ſurmiſed 
that this apartment was kept on pur- 
poſe for ſuch buſineſs, and that iI was 
in one of thoſe convenient houſes, 
where for intereſt the moſt villanous 
debauchery is ſuffered, and alſo where 
atrocious guilt is often added to li- 
bertiniſm. Overcome with fatigue, 1 
threw myſelf in- my cloaths on a tole- 
rable bed, that was placed in an al- 
cove, firſt taking care to place all the 
chairs before the door, in ſuch a manner, 
that if any one entered the noiſe they 
muſt make in falling might awaken me. 
I ſlept for ſome hours, in as much tran- 
quillity as my diſagreeable ſituation 
would pemit ; no one attempted to diſ- 
hs | turb 
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_ me, and about one o'clock, finding 
my ſpirits recruited, I roſe. A few mi- 
nutes after ſome one opened the door, it 
was a woman in year:. Would you wiſh 
to dine, madam,” ſaid ſhe, I am here 
to wait on you. For heaven ſake,” 
replied I, ſuffer me to leave this houſe, 
where I was trepanned; and now am 
kept againſt my will. I am' ſorry l 
anſwered the, * not to be able to oblige 
you in that point, but'you have nothing 
to fear; the Abbe loves you too well, 
to wiſh any thing but your happineſs.” 
She then faid, I ought to excuſe the 


little violence 1 had ſuſtained, fince it 
was oceaſioned by love; ſhe then boaſted 
his merit and generoſity, ſparing no 


means to perſuade me to receive him 
favourably ; but her rhetoric was fruit 


leſs 1 deteſted the Abbe, perhaps, leſs 
through 
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through virtue, than theobtibate aver- 
fion natural to my ſex, and thought 1 
could prefer death to ſubmiting to his 
deſires. The old woman; finding her per- 
ſuaſions were thrown away, left me; but 
preſently returned, 'fpread-a table, and 
brought up a+ tolerable dinner: as 1 
really wanted nouriſhment, I ſat down 
and ſatisfied my hunger, after which I 
renkwed my - entreaties ; but in vain, 
ſhe was deaf to all I could urge. The 
dinner over, . ſhe. retired and left me to 
my reflections. I reſolved to wait with 
firmneſs, and ſuffer my ſpirits to be as 
little depreſſed as poſſible ; ſome books 
which I found in the room, ſerved to 
baniſh the diſagreeable idea of my 

ſituntion during the remainder of the 
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- * The-next morning the Abbé paid 
me a vifit, his diſcourſe was much like 
the firſt; as were! alſo my anſwers. 
Aſtoniſhed' at a reſiſtance which he, 
doubrleſs; did not expect to be ſo ob- 
ſtinate, he had recourſe to other means; 
he threw himſelf at my feet, aſked my 
pardon for the violence he had uſed; 
declaring he adored me; his heart never 
before having experienced ſo lively a 
paſſion, and that he- ſhould think him< 
felf the happieſt of mankind, would 
I grant him the' leaſt return; that the 
moment I ahſwered his love I ſhould 
be free, and have no reaſon to regret 
the liberality of the Marquis. Well 
ſtr, returned I; ift you really love me, 
prove it by: reſtoring me to liberty, I 
vill forget all and think of you at leaſt | 
with gratitude; if, your, love is as ſincere 
Ti - As 
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as you ſay, time may, perhaps, infpire 
me with more favourable ſentiments ; 
but while you detain me in this odious 
captivity hope nothing from me.” 
— Ah, Roſette, replied he, when 
any one loves as diſtractedly as I do, is 
it poſſible for them to relinquiſh a cer- 
tainty for an uncertainty, and to reap 
no other fruit from ſuch a deſperate at- 
tempt than a faint hope, which wauld 
A PI ae e 
ec LN 

* The Abbe ae, and; me 
m for ſome time in thought, the 
gloom chat overſpread his features, 
and the laſcivious ſire that ſparkled in 
his eyes; ſufficiently expreſſed the agi- 
tation chat reigned in his mind. At 
length breaking filence, No,” cried 
he, I cannot determine to abandon 
| | my 
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my prey, I wilt rather. ſuffer a thou- 
and deaths; conſider your ſituation, 
and Prepare to meet me with more 
favourable ſentiments, or tremble for the 
event; I. am maſter! here, nothing can 
ſnatch, you; from my power: if in 


three Taal you do not determine to 


anſwer my paſſion, expect my ven- 
geance. With theſe words the Abbẽ 
left me; his menaces and rage began 
to intimidate me; I knew him for 4 
villain, and had no doubt but that he 
would proceed to the laſt extremity to 
fatisfy his brutal inclination. I even 
feared for my life; courage is not the 
virtue of 4 woman,” their natural weak 
neſs does not permit them to perſevere 
in a bold reſolution; and I inuch doubt 
whether the moſt virtubus would he- 
a werten death and the loſs of 


honour.— 
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MEIN SIN herſelf ſhewed the 


was a woman, by, ſuffering the A 
n me n reſolve on An 


bas, 1 in: £4075 £64: 112994 * in! 4 
1 3 eilprke next dah inithe 
moſt cruel agitation, dreading the mo- 
ment of the Abbe's | return for: my 
anſwer, and honeſtly. confeſs my fear 
was beginning to ſtruggle againſt my 
averſion, when a very well . dreſſed 
woman entered the apartment.—* Ma- 
dam, ſaid ſhe, you are free, and I 
a mparticularly happy that I have plea- 
ſure to announce it to you. The Abbe 
has been arreſted this, morning, by or- 
der of the government, and conducted 
ta Charenton, where; he will, doubtleſs, 
explate; his numberleſs tricks. Nn 
may imaging what pleaſure; I expexi- 
enced, at. this neus; I threw my arms 


nent round 


* 
„ 4 
— 1 2 1 
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round the woman's neckyf, What "RON 5 
do. I owe you! ſaid I, Wich rapture, 
a but favour me by informing. me to 
whom I am ſo much obliged.— I 
fear, replied ſhe, when you know 
me, theſe favourable ſentiments will 
change to indignation; I however hope 
that my frankneſs will engage you not 
to injure me, as I truly confeſs you 
hape it in your power. I am miſtteſs 
of this houſe, and to cut the matter 
ſhort, the ſu perintendant of the plea- 
ſures of the firſt people in the capital} 
to ſuppoit my credit, I am forced ij to 
oblige all thoſe who honoulrme withtheit 
confidence, and the Abbé was one of 
my beſt cuſtomers. He communicated 
to mie the project he had formed to get 
you into his power, and engaged ime to 
ſecond him: in order to remove my 
ſeruples 
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ſeruples he afſured me poſitively as 
yourſelf would be charmed an e 
ſtratagem he meant to adopt. On this 
affirmation I conſented; your reſiſtance 
fance, 1 reproached the Abbé in the 
warmeſt terms, and was on the point 
of obliging him to ſet you at liberty, 
when I was informed of his being ar- 
reſted.” . 


I found by this diſcourſe, that the 
ſuperintendant of the pleaſures. of -the 
capital dreaded: the effects of my re- 
ſentment, and ſought to palliate her 
part in the buſineſs; but I was ſo im- 
patient to get out of this deſpicable 
dwelling, that I promiſed every thing 
me aſked, and at length followed her 
into a lower room, when at my deſire 
4 1A | | ſhe 
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ne ſent for à ooch. Madame Gour- 
dan (which was her name) overwhelmed 
me with politefieſs, renewing her en- 
_ treaties that I would: not ſeek revenge. 
repeated my promiſe, got into the 
coach, and ordered it to my home. 
During the way T figured to myſelf the 
uneaſineſs of the Marquis, and the joy 
he would experience at my return. 
© What an agreeable ſurprize, ſald I, 
as I alighted' at the gate. I rang, 
ruſhed in, and had reached half way 
up ſtairs, when the ſervant who opened 
the door ran after me, and very politely 
aſked my name.—T looked at him with 
aſtoniſhment; his face was unknown, Am 
I-not at home, replied I, almoſt petriffed 
with amazement: © The footman doubt- 
leſs took me for a mad woman, and 
ſtared at me with a ſurprize nearly equa! 
Vol. III. E to 
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to my own. — Madam, anſwered he, 
1. have been here but two days, yet 


am ſure there is no miſtreſs in this 


houſe but the Baronneſs de Syrcourt, 
ſhe is now in her apartment, if you 
wiſh to ſpeak to her, doubtleſs, 'the 
can inform you farther.? 


a © Theſe words ſuddenly. Muck me, 
1 had no doubt but the Marquis, having 
ſought i in vain to diſcover me, had con- 
cluded. that 1 had eloped with ſome 
new lover, and accordingly diſcharged 
the ſervants, and let my houſe to this 


Baroneis. I remained to aſk no more 


queſtions, but immediately ordered the 
coach to drive to the Marquis' s hotel. 
In the way J could not help reflecting 
on his conduct; the haſte with which 
he had let my houſe was certainly a 

| bad 
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bad aug,” I began to dread that he 
was changed, and ſome other object 
had replaced me in his heart. I was 
diſtracted with ſuch ideas, when the 
coach ſtopped at the hotel. Without 
alighting I aſked if the Marquis was 
at home, the ſwiſs replied in the ne- 
gative, ſaying alſo that he would not 
return till night. I now found myſelf 
in the greateſt embarraſſment, I knew 
not where to go, nor how to diſpoſe 
of myſelf; my perplexity was extreme, 
when a coach paſſed by which I knew 
belonged to an Italian nobleman, who 
was very intimate with the Marquis.— 
He inſtantly diſcovered me, and called 
to his ſervants to ſtop. — Is it poſſible, | 
fair Roſette,” ſaid he, that you are re- 
turned; all your friends gave you b 


— 


for loſt. — Tell me 1 conjure you,” 
Renn 3 17 c inter- 
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interrupted I, „what the Marquis has 


| faid, and thought of my abſence, or has 


he intirely forgot me? He was for 
two long days, replied the Count, in the 
moſt mortal affliction; but this plage 


is not proper for converfation, . favaur 
me with your company to my hotel, 


N 


and I will tell you all.“ 


« I accepted the offer, ordering my 
coachman to follow his carriage. Ar- 
rived at the hotel, the Count received 
me with the utmoſt kindneſs. — I ex- 
perience the moſt lively pleaſure,” ſaid 
he, at your return, * but deign to in- 
form me what has happened to you ſince 
the evening you diſappeared on leav- 
ing the opera. My recital aſtoniſhed 
the Count, he congratulated me on my 
eſcape from the infamous Abbe !— Bur 

inform 
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inform me, faid I, * the conſequences 
of my difappearince, what the Mar- 
quis thought of it, and whether" he 
fill loves me? 1 will fatisfy you as 
well as J am able, replied he, . your 
waiting woman at her return from the 
ball, imagined your chair firſt, and was 
greatly ſurpriſed on getting out to ſee 
her chairmen' run off haſtily without 

their fare, and Alſo to find you were 
not returned. She elarmed the houſe, 
the ſervants wirh flambeaux examined 
all the ftreets you muſt have paſſed in 
the way home, but as you 'well know 
their ſearch was vain. The next day 
the Marquis arrived from Verſailles, 
his firſt vifit was to your houſe, where 
he was informed of 'all that had paſſed. 
He came inſtantly to me, and we jointly 


made inquiries throughout Paris, but 
E 3 II could 
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could diſcover no trace of you, — The 
f Marquis then concluded you had formed 
ſome new acquaintance, and that your 
flight was voluntary. He conceived a 
lively forrow, which laſted as I before 
informed you, two long tedious days, 
at length yielding to the repreſentations 
of his friends, who jeſted him on his 
heroical conſtancy, he determined to 
baniſh the idea of your falſchood by a 
new attachment. This project was 
executed as ſoon as formed, and ſince 
yeſterday the Marquis is the declared 
lover of an opera. dancer, whom he 
ſupports with the magnificence uſual 
to him.” 


1 This relation of the Count s gave 
2 me the moſt acute grief, for I really | 
loved the Marquis ; added to the ſorrow 

| | 4 felt 
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I felt for the loſs of his heart, my ſelf- 
love was deeply wounded at the eaſineſs 
_ with which he had conſoled himſelf. 
The Count perceived the impreſſion | 
his inconſtancy had made on me.— 
© Be comforted, my dear Roſette, faid 
he, young and charming as you are, 
the loſs of one lover may always be 
repaired by the conqueſt of fifty.— 
*Tis true the Marquis is amiable and 
generous, but there are others ſo as 
well as he, and who will alſo be proud 
to replace him. I interrupted the 
Count, No, fir,” faid I, I cannot be 
ſo eaſily comforted for the loſs of a 
man 1 tenderly loved; I will ſee the 
Marquis, reproach him with his in- 
conſtancy,” moved by my tears he will 
become ſenſible of his error, and re- 
ſtore me his affection.— I well know,* 
2.8 4 replied 
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replied the Count, * that the tears of 
A pretty woman -have ,great power over 
a man's heart; but to give you my opi- 
nion frankly, I doubt their ſucceſs in 
this caſe: you are not yet acquainted 
with courtiers, love to them is but a 
ſecondary paſſion, eaſily. entering their 
hearts and as eaſily forgotten. If they 
ſupport their miſtreſſes magnificently, 
it is that the world may admire their 
generoſity, and vonder at their ſplen- 
dor; there reigns .a kind of rivalry 
among the young noblemen in this 
matter, as who {ſhall have the moſt 
elegant and handſome miſtreſs. I be- 
lieve *tis very rare for them to return 
to one they have abandoned; nay, Was 
the Marquis even inclined to live with 
you as formerly, the fear of paſſing for 
a love ſick fool would prevent him; 
ES there 
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chere is nothing ſo dreadful to courtiers 
as ridicule, and I have no doubt they 
would ſacrifice” their deareſt affections 
ſooner than incur it. Add to all this, 
the Marquis appears inraptured with 
his new miſtreſs, her ſituation as an 
opera dancer gives her a price, in rea- 
lity imaginary, but valuable in the eyes 
of a man of the world. Theſe women 
are publickly known, and the poſſeffion 
of them is more flattering, becauſe 

many diſpute the pre-eminence of gain- 
ing them; the dancer is alſo new to 
the Marquis, which is no trifle in her 
favour, in a country where things fre- 
quently pleaſe for no other cauſe.— 
From theſe rEaſons, I think you will 
not be ſucceſsful,” continued the Count; 
© believe me, my dear Roſette, forget an 
inconſtant lover.—If your heart can feel 

E 5 diſpoſed - 


82 HR. FRENCH 


diſpoſed to return my affection, I offer 


you the ſame ſituation you enjoyed with 
the Marquis, but with a firmer attach- 


ment; you always pleaſed me, and had 
you been free, I had a long time ſince 
made you the eta | 


FN L was greatly embarraſſed how to 
= tbe him; in the ſituation I found 
myſelf there was no time for heſita- 
tion; but I could not ſo ſuddenly-re- 
ſolve to form a new engagement. Af- 
fection alone had given me to my firſt 
lover; the Marquis owed his ſucceſs 
partly to that ſentiment, and partly to 
ſurprize. A ſecret voice roſe from the 


bottom of my heart, and whiſpered my 


degradation in yielding myſelf up to a 
man, for whom I did not feel the leaſt 
tenderneſs but the woman who heſi- 

tates 


ha GIL-BLAS, 83 
tates is half vanquiſhed. — The Count 
remarked my perplexity, renewed his 
entreaties, and at length ſo completely 
dazzled my vanity, and ſeduced my 
heart by his inſinuating diſcourſes, that 


he ſurmounted all my ſcruples, 


My ſituation was ſoon as brilliant 
as before the Abbe's treachery. The 
Count d' Orſino enjoyed a conſiderable 
revenue, and was at leaſt as liberal as 
the Marquis, added to which he truly 
loved me and ſought to prevent my 
wiſhes, with a delicacy and renderneſs 
unknown to the former. My heart 
ſoon. conceived -the ſame ſentiments. 
for him; a man may ſpeedily gain 
the affection of a woman if he flatters 
her ſelf-love, and ſtudies to gratify her 
mnclinations ; ; gratitude muſt neceſſarily 

E 6 follow, 
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follow, and is but the fore-runner of 4 
ſofter ſenfation. Time inſtead of de- 


ereaſing ſtrengthened my union with 


the Count, I endeavoured to merit the 


cContinual proofs of tenderneſs he be- 


ſtowed on me, by an attention and good 
humour, whoſe power women in ſimilar 
fituations are not ſufficiently aware of, 
and to which my lover was peculiarly 
ſenſible, poſſeſſing none of that French 
frivolity, which ſatisfled with the ſur= 


face ſeeks no farther; and that the 


ſofteſt attachments weary if long 
continued. The Count was rather of 
a ſerious diſpoſition, his affection once 
gained it was permanent, conſtant, in 
love as in friendſhip, the continuance 
of either ſerved only to ſtrengthen the 
bond. His underſtanding was rather 
ſolid than brilliant, his diſpoſition mild 

and 
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and good tempered, and without weak- 
neſs or falſehood ſupple and concilia- 
tory. He particularly loved a ſmall 
and ſelect ſociety, and gave into the 
turbulent pleaſures of the capital leſs 
through inclination than cuſtom and 


faſhion. We frequently paſſed whole days 


together without the leaſt wearineſs, 
The Count had little trouble in detach- 
ing me from that frivolous gaiety, and 


taſte for varied pleaſures that I had im- 


| bibed'in the company of the Marquis, 
A: life of tranquilliry began to be de- 
lightful to me; to pleaſe my lover and 
enjoy his ſociety, was the utmoſt boun- 
dary of my wiſhes. The diſpoſition of 
woman is like wax, and eaſily receives 
every impreſſion; a ſkillful man may 


model it to his liking, once poſſeſſed of 


9 
1 
4 
1 
If 
Y: 
0 
0 
1 
5 
1 
= 

: 

* 3 


— N — 
— Pp _ 
Ld TIES 


86 THE FRENCH 


her heart he has little exouble to form 
her inclinations t to his wiſhes. + 


* 
? 


"CHAP. Iv. 


8 of the biftory of Roſette. *; | | 


1 Led a life of the utmoſt tranquillity 
and happineſs with the Count, equally 
loving and. beloyed, when one day he 
returned home melancholy and thought- 
ful. Alarmed at a manner. that was 
unuſual to him, I entreated him to in- 
form me the cauſe.— My dear Roſette,” 
replied he, I have juſt received a let- 
ter, which in any other circumſtances 
muſt have given me pleaſure, but as we- 
are ſituated can only afflict, ſince it muſt 
neceſſarily ſeparate me from vou. — 
* What, my dear Count, cried I, © will 
| TH | you 
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you abandon me? yet no, I know your 
heart too well to fear it; but what con- 
tains that fatal - letter which can oblige 


you to ſuch an alternative. The Count. 


then informed me that his father had 
recalled him to fill an important ſitua- 
tion, which the king deſigned him.— 
Thus you ſee, Roſette, continued he; 
the neceſſity of obedience, I cannot 
even delay my departure, the order is 
punctual and ſhould I fail, F muſt incur 


both my father's anger, and the king's 


diſpleaſure. Yet do not fear, I will 
take care to ſupport you with eaſe and 
comfort, for though far from you, your 
| intereſt muſt ever be dear to me. 
Alas', interrupted I; © what can re- 


pay the loſs of yourſelf, what can re- 
place you in my heart; there is my 


grief, in loſing you do I not loſe 
every 


— — — — 


88 THE FRENCH | 

every thing ? you furely never loved me 
or you could not fo eaſily reſolve to 
quit me for ever. That reproach is 
unjuſt,” replied he, I love you ten- 
derly, and ſhall at leaſt be as much 
grieved at this ſeparation as yourſelf, 
therefore ceaſe to accuſe me, and be. 
lieve me when I aſſure you that no- 
thing leſs than my father's commands 
could tear me. from an attachment 
which is ſo dear to me.” 


« I fincerely loved the Count, the 
idea of being ſeparated from him for 
ever overwhelmed my heart with ſor- 
row, tears ftreamed from my eyes. 
What, my dear Count,* ſaid I, my 
voice almaſt inarticulate through grief, 
© muſt we then part, muſt I loſe you 
when become fo dear to me now that 

6 | pour 
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your preſence is neceſſary to my happi- 
neſs, you that are a thoufand times 
dearer than my life, alas I would have 
attended you to the world's end!“ 


The Count appeared moved by my 
tenderneſs, he even ſhed tears, and after 
remaining ſome time filent ſaid to me; 
Well Roſette, fince yau really loue 
me, and ſeem ſo:grieved at this fepara- 
tion, there is ſtill one way left to avoid 
it, you may follow me to Jtaly.—But 
as it is neceſſary I ſnould be particularly 
careful of my conduct in my own coun- 
try, we muſt ſee each other privately: 
however, you know that myſtery in love 
is ſaid to augment the charm.— Have 
you ſufſficient reſolution to leave your 
native country, to lead in a foreign one 
a ſedentary and retired life; but that E 

wilt 
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will endeavour to render as pleaſing as 


poſſible.—1 embraced the Count with 


tranſport, declaring that this offer was 
the deareſt proof of tenderneſs which 
he had ever given me, and that I would 


repay it by an inviolable fidelity. 


« The Count left me to prepare. for 


his journey, I did the ſame, my heart 
overflowing with love and gratitude. 


The next day we ſat off in a coach 
and fix horſes, uſing the utmoſt dif- 
patch. I ſhall not lengthen my recital} 
by a detail of our journey or the towns 
we paſſed through, topographical de- 
fcriptions ſit ill upon a woman; beſides 
when we travel with a lover, we are 
regardleſs of every other object how- 


ever worthy attention. 


« After 


GIL BLAS. 91 
After having croſſed the chain of 
mountains which ſeparates Italy from 
the reſt of Europe, we began to breathe 
the pure and mild air of that once fa- 
mous country. On our arrival at Rome 
it was neceſſary to ſeparate, as we could 
not proceed to Naples without danger 
of our intimacy being diſcovered, it 
was therefore agreed that I ſhould re- 
main at Rome until I heard from the 
Count. Though our parting was but 
for a few days I was deeply affficted; 
the Count promiſed to write to me on 
his arrival, and as ſoon as poſſible to 
ſend for me to join him. 


« The inn-keeper where I lodged had 


a daughter about my own age, very 
amiable and handſome, as the Count 

had taught me Italian ſufficient to make 
$ myſelf 
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myſelf underſtood, the company of 
this young woman greatly leſſened the 
uneaſineſs I ſhould otherways have ſuf, 
tained during his abſence. Accompa- 
nied by herſelf and her father J viſited 
what was remarkable at Rome. 


« Eight days after the Count's de- 
parture, I received a letter, in which 
he informed me that his father had 
expreſſed the utmoſt ꝓleaſure at his 


ſpeedy arrival, and had preſented him 


ro the king the day following, who had 
received him with the greateſt kindneſs, 
and immediately inveſted him with the 


important charge he had promiſed. 


However, continued the Count, 
though ambition and the duties of 
nature have totally employed me ſince 
my arrival, yet love has not loſt its empire 


_ Qvcr 
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over my heart; 1 have hired in the 
ſuburbs of the city a pretty houſe wich 
is now furniſhing for your reception.— 
The Count concluded by telling me 

that in a few days, he ſhould ſend ſome 
one to conduct me to Naples. * 


« inſtantly anſwered my lover's let- 
ter, affection and gratitude were my 
dictators, ydu may therefore ſuppoſe he 
had no reaſon to be diffatisfied with it. | 


The Count was exact in fulfilling. 
his promiſe; for about a week after a 
man arrived with a Berlin, and pre- 
ſented me a letter, in which the Count 
Informed me that all was ready for my 
reception. I was too impatient to ſee | 
my lover not to haſten my departure, =: 
though was truly- ſorry to leave the 

young 0 
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young Italian, who on her part ſhed 
tears at our ſeparation. 


After three days journey through a 
moſt beautiful country I arrived at 
Naples. The man whom the Count 
had employed, conducted me to the 
houſe provided to receive me. Here I 
had freſh ſubject- to admire the mag- 


nificence of my lover; my houſe, was 


furniſned with elegant ſimplicity, its 
ſituation delightful, my apartment open- 
ing into a ſpacious and well laid out 
garden, beyond which were; meadows 
diverſified with trees and rivulets, yet 
more diſtant was the moſt. varied and 
enchanting proſpe&, which was at 
length bounded by a chain of moun- 
tains, among which: the eye diſtin- 
guiſhed that aſtoniſhing volcano, which 

at 
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at intervals throws out pyramids of fire, 
exhibiting at once a ſcene both ſublime 
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and terrible. I was delighted with my 
new dwelling; - which I continued ad- 
miring until it was time to retire to 
reſt. I had hardly riſen in the morn- 
ing when the Count arrived; I leave you 
to judge the pleaſures we experienced 
after a fortnight's ſeparation. Lovers 
do not meaſure time like the reſt of | 
mankind, days are to them as moments | 47: | 


when together, and hours are ages when _ | 
aſunder. | 1 af N ik 
| | 4 * pH 8 71 
«© We made the neceſſary arrange 
ments to conceal our intercourſe, giv- . 
ing out that I was a young widow WhO 
came to Italy for the benefit of my 
health, and ſeldom went out. 


2 1 « I lived 
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„ lived. with the Count during a 
year in the moſt delightful intimacy. 
I led. a retired life, which was notwith. 
ſtanding. very pleaſing. to me as I en- 
joyed every indulgence that could tend 
towards baniſhing its uniformity. My 
lover ſeldom paſſed -a- day without com- 
ing to:ſee me, devoting to me every 
hour he could poſſibly ſpare from the 
different duties he had to fulfil, and 
frequently bringing his father's ſecretary 
with him. This young man, to a good 
perſon added an excellent underſtand- 
ing and chearful temper; he was of a 
reſpectable family, but loſing his pa- 
rents young, and being left without for- 
tune, the Marquis d'Orſino, who was 
particularly attached to his father, had 
taken him under his protection. An- 
tonio (which was his name) had been 


educated 
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educated with the Count, his natural 
good temper had gained the affection of 
the latter, who when he returned from 


his travels gladly renewed his old 4. 
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The gentle and polite” manners of 
Antonio ſoon gained him my friend- 
ſhip, his chearful and amuſing conver- 
fation greatly pleaſed me, and his com- 
pany after that of the Count was to 


me the moſt deſirable. | This amiable 


young man appeared equally "ſatisfied 
with me, paying me a thouſand little 
attentions; ſtudying to diſcover if pol- 

ſible my wiſhes, and endeavouring to 
gratify them with a haſte which I at- 
tributed to his friendſhip. Thus all 


concurred to make me happy, when on 


a ſudden Antonio entirely loſt his uſual 
Vor. III. F chear- 
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chearfulneſs, becominggloomy, thought- 
ful, and melancholy, and when he was 
alone with me particularly conſtrained 
and embarraſſed. at firſt ſuſpected 

that he had ſome amorous intrigue 
i which perplexed him, and frequently 
joked him on his change of temper in 
the preſence of the Count, entreating 
him to bring me acquainted with the 
object of his tenderneſs. Antonio aſ- 
ſured me with the utmoſt warmth chat 
1 was entirely miſtaken, that he had no 
connection of the kind, and was himſelf 
ignorant what had cauſed ſuch a change 
in his humour. 


« Notwithſtanding, the diſpoſition of 
the ſecretary altered daily, melancholy 
was imprinted on his features, and it 
was caſy to diſcover that ſome ſecret 

ſorrow 
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Grow preyed on his mind; frequently 
when alone with me he preſerved a 
gloomy filence and appeared loſt in 
reflection. When his eyes met mine, 
his face was dyed with crimſon, and 
he experienced a confuſion that he in 
vain endeavoured to conceal, In any 
other ſituation I ſhould not have failed 


to diſcover that I was the cauſe of the 


amazing change in the temper of An- 
tonio; for women are peculiarly keen 
in that point, and are ſeldom deceived : 
uſually reading truly in the heart of a 
man when they are the object of his 
tenderneſs, it is in vain that he ſtrives 
to conceal it, every thing betrays him, 
a geſture, a word, a look, declare the 


ſmothered flame; but when our own 


hearts are pre- occupied, and we ſincerely 
K 2 love, 


t 
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love, we ſeek little to diſcover what is 
of ſo little importance to us. 


*The Count was more clear ſighted 
than me. One day that we were alone, 
and I was teſtifying to him my uneaſi- 
neſs at the ſtate of Antonio, he replied, 
© I have particularly watched him for 
ſome days, and am much miſtaken if 
1 have not diſcovered the cauſe of his 
melancholy.— And what can it be? 
my dear Count, replied I warmly.— 
2 "ey he loves you, Roſette,” anſwered 
he. You jeſt, returned I; Antonio 
in . love with me! *tis impoſſible. TAs 
he not your friend, is he not acquainted. 
with our intimacy ?— Love; replied 
the Count, is a thief, which frequently 
ſteals into our hearts when we are leaſt 
aware. Antonio has doubtleſs given 
2 | way 
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way without miſtruſt to the pleaſure of 
converſing with an amiable woman, 
and the cuſtom of ſeeing you has given 
riſe to a paſſion which appears to make 
ſuch rapid progreſs in his heart. His 
ſituation really grieves me; I truly 
eſteem this young man, and would do 
any thing in my power to leſſen the 
melancholy that devours him. | 


« The 'manner in which the Count 
pronounced theſe laſt words ſurprized 
me. I imagined that ſuch a diſcovery 
would have excited an emotion of jea- 
louſy in his heart; on the contrary. far 
from blaming the ſecretary he pitied him, 
and, as he expreſſed it, would do any thing 
to leſſen his diſtreſs.— It appeared to 
me that friendſhip was ſtronger than 
love in the heart of the Count; an idea 

3 that 
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that gave me the utmoſt vexatlon.— 
* Do I really underſtand you,” replied I, 
is it poſſible that the ſituation of An- 
tonĩo can intereſt your friendſhip, with- 
out cauſing any other emotion? I ſee 
but too clearly that you no longer love 
me, and to pleaſe you 1 ſhould doubt. 
leſs reply to the paſſion of your friend.” 


« The Count was ſometime filent, 


at length aſſuming an air rather ſerious 
than tender, he replied, © My dear Ro- 
ſette, I muſt open my whole heart 
to you: I declare that I truly love you, 
conſequently what I have to ſay is ex- 
L tremely painful to me; but you well 
know that there are ſacred duties which 
an honeſt man ſhould ever ſtrive to 
fulfil. —My father has long prefſed me 
to form ſome engagement, which I how- 
2 ever 
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ever have al ways evaded, by declaring 
that I had no inclination for marriage; 
but my affection for you was in reality 
the cauſe of my refuſal. Notwithſtand- 
ing my father has not diſcontinued his 
perſuaſions, and yeſterday propoſed a rich 

heireſs, who would be a very advantage- 

ous match for me: you well know that 
2 people of rank, fimilarity of 
ſituation and fortune form connec- 
tions; diſpoſition being little or not 
at all conſidered: it is not therefore 
requiſite that I ſhould bring my wife 
an undivided heart. Notwithſtanding 
I have too rigid an attachment to my 
honour and duty, when once engaged in 
the bonds of marriage, to continue a 
connection which they muſt both con- 
the eyes of a wife are clear. 
bene and however ſmall her tender- 
F 4 neſs 
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neſs might be for me, would ſoon dif. 
cover our . intimacy. *Tis therefore 
impoſſible to marry without breaking 
off my connection with you: filial piety 
preſcribes ſubmiſſion. to the will of a 
father who cannot have long to live, 
and who is continually entreating me 
to give him that conſolation before he 
deſcends to the grave. I ſhall not enter 
into the other conſideration which re- 
lates to my rank and civil exiſtence; 
but leave you to judge, Roſette, if all 
theſe motives are not ſufficient to break 
a connection which is and has ſo long 
been dear to me.” 


el I cannot deſcribe to you my grief 
at this diſcourſe of the Count's. It 
is then ſettled,” exclaimed I, ſhedding 
a torrent of tears: you leave me for 

N ever, 
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ever, you abandon me without giving 
me a right to complain: nature and 
honour demand it.'— No, Roſette,” 
interrupted the Count, do not think 
| 1 will abandon you, the moſt ſincere 
friendſhip ſhall ſucceed love; ſhall 
watch over you, and place you in eaſe 
and happineſs : that ſentiment prompted 
the diſcourſe which ſo apparently vexed 
you, as you were ignorant of the 
motive; neceſſitated as I am to break a 
connection ſo dear to me, can I give 
you a ſtronger proof of eſteem and 
tenderneſs, than by wiſhing you united 
to a man whom I love as a brother? 
the affection he bears you will eaſily 
dif ipate his ſcruples. I well know his 
excellent diſpoſition, and good qua- 
lities; ; you cannot fail being happy with. 
dim. I take” upon myſelf the care of 

F 5 your 


106 THE FRENCH 

your fortunes, for never, my dear Ro- 
ſette, ſhall you complain of having 
known me.“ 


* ſaw it would be uſeleſs to endea- 
vour to alter the Count's reſolution; 
and though in declaring the motives 
which -obliged him to leave me, he 
had not ſpoke of it as determined, 
yet I could not doubt but he had re- 
ſolved it: his reaſons were alſo ſo jufli- 
fable that I could not refute them. 1 
therefore replied to the Count that his 
happineſs was too dear for me to ob- 
ject to any thing that might contribute 
to it, that his friendſhip was in ſome 
meaſure an indemnificatian for the loſs 
of his affection; but that though J 
ſincerely felt the advantage that might 
accrue to me from the union he pro- 
| poſed, 
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poſed, yet I could not conſent to it, 
my heart being incapable of any ſenti- 
HOO but grief. y A 


« The Count appeared to experience 
a ſecret ſatisfaction at the manner in 
which I reſigned myſelf to my fate, 
and left me after again renewing his 
proteſtations in my favour, Thus in 
loſing a lover, I at leaſt preferved a 
friend, whoſe honour would ever ſhield 


me from want. He remained abſent 
two days, and on the third came 
accompanied by Antonio; his manner 
was ſerious without coldneſs.— I come 
to bid you adieu, my dear Roſette,” ſaid 
he, as he entered, © we muſt at length 
part; the ſacrifice is to me cruel, but 
abſolutely neceſſary. He then in- 
formed me that he had yielded to the 


F 6 perſua- 
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perſuaſions of his father, and that his 
marriage was fixed for the day follow- 
ing. Though this news was in great 
meaſure expected, the grief it occa- 


ſioned was as acute as if I had been 
totally a ſtranger to it: I however at- 


tempted to conceal my trouble, and 
affected a firmneſs my heart was far 
from feeling. * If you ſuffer in mak- 
ing this ſacrifice,” replied I to the 
Count, * alas, how much more muſt 
it afflict me? I will, however, endea- 
vour to overcome my weakneſs; you 
make your tenderneſs yield to duty, I 
cannot do leſs than imitate you; may 
you be happy, tis the ſincere wiſh of 


her to whom you are dearer than life.” 

— My beloved Roſette,” replied he, 
© we ſhall only change ſentiments, it 
not being poſſible for us to continue 
| lovers, 
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lovers, we will be ſincere friends. I 
preſent Antonio to you, . receive him 


from my hand, his good qualities have 


already gained your eſteem, and I have 
no doubt will ſoon conciliate your af- 
fection. Saying theſe words he em- 
braced me; my heart was too much 
oppreſſed to ſuffer me to anſwer, I 
preſſed him in my arms, and we re- 
mained for ſome moments in that ener- 
gic ſilence which is the effect of ex- 
ceſs of ſenſibility. At length the Count, 
making an effort, tore himſelf from 
my embrace, ſaying, Receive this laſt 
kiſs of love; and inſtantly left me. 


8 Antonio wept wath me; he neither 


mentioned his paſſion. nor the rights 
which the Kindneſs of the Count gave 
him over my heart, he eaſily diſcovered 
| that 
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that this was no time, and that it was 
neceſſary that the firſt emotion of my 
grief ſhould evaporate. When he took 
leave he aſked permiſſion to viſit me 
ſometimes.— He accordingly did ſo, 
and two days afterwards informed me 
that the Count was married the even- 
ing before to a very amiable lady. 1 
fuffered leſs on this information than I 
had expected; for when hope is en- 
tirely deſtroyed reaſon regains her em- 
pire, and time and abſence completely 
heal a wound over which reflection had 
ſpread a ſalutary dreſſing, though on the 
firſt view it had appeared incurable. 
The company and converſation of An- 
tonio did not a little contribute to- 
wards calming my affliction; not a day 
paſſed without my ſeeing him, his 
manners were ſo mild and infinuating, 


he 
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ne deſcribed with ſuch expreſſive- and 
enchanting ingenuity the tenderneſs he 
felt for me, that I ſoon began to liſten 
with pleaſure. In ſhort, his preſence be- 
came neceſſary to me, I was diſſatisfied 
without him, and from ſuch an attach- 
ment to love, the ſpace is very eaſily 
ſurmounted. Antonio remarked the 
progreſs he had made in my heart, and 
redoubled his attention and aſſiduities. 
In ſhort fix weeks had hardly elapſed 
fince the marriage of the Count, before 
I loved Antonio as tenderly as ever 1 
had dOrfino. Let. not this -aſtoniſh 
you, for I repeat, Lanſon, that love is 
neceſſary to the heart of 2 woman of - 
feeling: with them affection is a phœ- 
nix whoſe aſhes ever give birth to a 
new paſſion.” : 

| CHAP. 


| 1 Had not ſeen the Count ſince our 
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s | * 


CH Py. 


| Continuation of the adventures of Roſette, 


J 


ſeparation, but he had been particu- 
larly careful in ſending by :Antonio 
the remittances neceſſary for the ſup- 


port of my houſehold. One morning, 
when I was dreſſing, the latter. arrived; 
I could not but diſcover that ſome me- 


lancholy event oppreſſed him, and 


haſtily aſked the cauſe: he informed 
me that the Marquis d'Orſino, the 
; Count's father, had. been ſuddenly 
ſtruck with an apoplexy that left lit- 
tle hopes of his life. The grief of 
Antonio did too much honour to his 
heart for me to ſeek to reſtrain it. 


As. 
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As his preſence was neceſſary at the 
hotel he leſt me ſooner than uſual, and 
the next morning wrote me a note in 
which he informed me that the Mar- 
quis was dead, and the houſe in the 
deepeſt affliction ; that it being impoſ- 
ſible for him to abſent himſelf on ſuch 
an occaſion, he had endeavoured to 
make himſelf ſome amends by wri- 
ting to me. 


J was grieved at the death of the 
Marquis, as I knew the ſorrow it muſt 
occaſion the Count and Antonio. Not- 
withſtanding, this event was fortunate 


for myſelf; the Count, on becoming 
poſſeſſor of ſo conſiderable a fortune, 
had it amply in his power to execute 
the benevolent promiſes he had made 
myſelf and my new lover, who had 
frequently 
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frequently teſtified to me his fears that 
the Marquis would not eaſily conſent 
to his marriage with a ſtranger, Whoſe 
family was unknown to him. This 
obſtacle was removed by his death, and 
nothing now oppoſed an union which 
I as ardently wiſhed to take place as 
Antonio himſelf. When he came to 
viſit me, I could not help remarking in 
ſpite of his grief a certain ſatisfaction 
which doubtleſs was cauſed by the 
reaſon I have given. He informed 
me that the Count had aſſured him that 
as ſoon as his mourning would permit 


/ He would celebrate our marriage. 


« We waited in pleaſing expectation 

the moment that was to unite us for 
ever: the tenderneſs of Antonio aug- 
mented daily. At length the Count, 

| oy (now 
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(no] the Marquis) realized his pro- 
miſe by eſpouſing me to Antonio, pre- 
ſenting me with a fortune, and procur- 
ing a very lucrative employ for my 
huſband. The houſe where we dwelt 
was adjoining his hotel, nor did a day 
paſs withaut our paying or receiving 
viſits from him. The Marquis re- 
ſpected and treated me as the wife of 
his friend; nor had I any ſentiment 


for him but friendſhip and gratitude. 


« Our benefactor had a ſiſter much 


younger than himſelf, and as hand- 
ſome as accompliſhed. I need not how- 
ever deſcribe her to you, ſince ſhe is 
no other than Signora Hortenſia.” 


„What, cried I, interrupting Ro- 


ſette, is Hortenfia then the ſiſter of 
the 
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the Marquis d'Orſino? P—Yes,! replied 
ſhe, as ſure as ſhe was the companion 
of my captivity; but I will haſte to 
conclude a recital which has doubtleſs 
wearied you from its length. Hows 
ever, my dear Lanſon,” added ſhe laugh- 
ing, you know women are not natu- 
rally very laconic, you therefore muſt 
pardon me e in eur of my ſex.” 


«I aſſured Roſette that "I recital 
had greatly intereſted me, and that 1 
was particularly curious to hear the 
remainder,—* I was, ſaid ſhe, * I think 
mentioning Signora Hortenſia. Though 
you may have judged of her perſonal 
charms, you can form no eſtimate of 
thoſe of her mind; it is neceſſary to 
live with her to appreciate them pro- 
perly. I had the happineſs to pleaſe 


her, 
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her, and uſed my utmoſt efforts to 
merit the diſtinction with which ſhe 
honoured me, by which means I ſoon 
entirely gained her friendſhip. No- 
thing was wanting to complete my 
felicity: I was eſteemed by the Mar- 
quis, beloved by his ſiſter; honoured by 
the Marchioneſs, and adored by An- 
tonio: we lived in happy tranquillity 
in the boſom of mediocrity; our minds 
and hearts in the moſt perfect uniſon ; 
two children, the pledges of our mu- 
tual tenderneſs ſtrengthening. the bonds 
that united us. A woman who | has 
committed a weakneſs, is uſually more 
tender and aſſiduous to pleaſe than one 
whoſe life has been content regular 
before marriage. 


« An 
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„An evem as- unfortunate as- uner- 
. pected interrupted the happineſs I en. 
joyed ; ſeparating; me at once from-my 
huſband and children, whom perhaps 
1 ſhould never more have enjoyed the 

hope of meeting, had not heaven 

brought you into thoſe odious coun- 
tries, where men keep women like ani- 
mals in a menagerie. 


« The Marquis had a country houſe 
on the ſea coaſt, where I frequently 
went to paſs ſome days in fine weather 
with Signora Hortenſia. Our greateſt 

pleaſure was to walk together, to go 
from hut to hut, viſit the poor inhabi- 
tants, and give them aſſiſtance. In one 
of theſe excurſions we were ſuddenly 
aſſailed by a band of armed men, who 
ſeized us in ſpite of our cries and re- 


. 


* ſiſtance. 
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Gftance; The corſairs, for we ſdon 
diſcovered them for ſuch, took us to 
a boat which was concealed behind the 
rocks, and inſtantly. made the beſt of 
their way to the veſfel, which lay at 
anchor about half a. league off ſhore. 
You: may form an idea of our alarm on 
finding ourſelves in the power of thoſe 
barbarians, whoſe eyes expreſſed no 
paſſion but brutality. Arrived: at the 
ſhip, we were preſented' to the chief; 
we threw ourſelves at his feet, but ſuch 
villains are incapable of pity. The 
corſair replied to our entreaties by a 
malignant ſmile, whoſe expreſſion we 
fully underſtood, notwithſtanding we 
experienced better treatment then we 
| had at firſt expected; they put us into 
a. decent cabin, and attended us with 
diſtinguiſhed politeneſs: all converſa- 


tion 


— 


n 
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tion with us was forbidden the crew, 
the chief alone coming from time to 


by his geſtures and the diſguſting joy 
he expreſſed in his viſits, chat he looked 


upon us as advantageous merchandize. 
This thought redoubled our affliction, 


ve ſuffered the moſt dreadſul emotions 


when we conſidered ourſelves as deſ- 


|  tined to ſerve to the diſguſting pleaſure 
of ſome- chief of theſe miſereants; 
we no leſs dreaded being ſeparated 


from each other, the bare idea of 
which made us tremble. At length 


we arrived at Tunis; the captain co- 
| vered us with long veils and con- 
| ducted us to the Bazar or ſlave market, 
where we were expoſed for ſale. We 


had hardly been there an hour when 


Miley: arrived, and _ viewing ſe- 
veral 
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veral came towards us. The ſight of 
Hortenſia appeared to make the utmoſt 
impreſſion on him, he conſidered her 
ſome time with attention, and then 
went to the merchant, with whom hav- | 
ing concluded the bargain he called 
twa eunuchs whom he ordered to convey 
| her to his feraglio. When we found 
we were to be ſeparated we threw our- 
ſelves into each others arms, and wept 
with the greateſt bitterneſs. The bar- 
barians were going to tear Hortenſia 
from me when ſhe threw herſelf at 
Muley's feet; conjuring him not to 
ſeparate. her from a companion ſhe ſo 
tenderly loved. Muley appeared ſome 
time irreſolute, at length replied in 
Italian that he was too much pleaſed 
with her to deny her any thing; and 
immediately bought me. This com- 

Vol. III. G plaiſance 
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| plaiſance in the Moor gave me a happy 
preſage of | his character ; We were con- 
ducted to the ſeraglio and placed in 
elegant apartments, Where Muley ſoon 
took an, opportunity to declare his paſ- 
ſion to Hortenſia. Vou may eaſily ſur- 
miſe that my fair miſtreſs was not in- 
clined to reply to his affection; ſhe had 
neyer yet known love, and a man of 
the figure and age of Muley was little 
calculated to inſpire it.“ Indeed, 
ſaid ſhe, © if it was the young man who 
ſpoke to me with ſuch politeneſs /as 
we entered the ſeraglio; he has a very 
agreeable perſon, and his manners ap- 
pear ſo amiable that notwithſtanding 
his habit, I ſhould not find it ſo dif- 
ficult to return his affection.—“ The 
paſſion of Muley, however, became 
daily more violent; he preſſed Hor- 

1 i tenſia 


1+ 4 


1 W 123 


dtenſia to Meld to his deſires, who on 
her part experienced the utmoſt un- 
eaſineſs leſt he ſhould uſe violence to | il 
ſatisfy them ; when the letter ſhe re- = | 
ceived from Zulem gave her a ray of ; li 
hope that ſhe might eſcape him. You . 
are informed of the reſt Lanſon, added | 

Roſette, * and may eaſily judge the ob- 

ligation Hortenſia owes yourſelf as, well 
as Zulem by the greatneſs of the dan 
ger from which you delivered us. 1 
have no doubt but love as much as gra- 
titude influences her heart in favour of 
her deliverer, and am alſo certain that 
the Marquis d' Orſino, when informed 
of the ſervice Tulem has rendered his 
ſiſter, will not heſitate to unite them. 
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CHAP. -VI. 
An alarm —Arrival at Noptes. 
7 Marais had hardly concluded 


her recital when we heard a great noiſe. 
J inſtantly went upon deck, where 1 


found the whole crew aſſembled : a ſai- 


lor had diſcovered two ſhips which 


we found gained quick upon us. Our 
companions imagined them Mooriſh veſ- 
ſels that were in purſuit of us, and gave 
way to the moſt lamentable deſpair, 
bewailing their misfortune and already 
repreſenting their ſlavery as more 
dreadful than before. Zulem and my- 
ſelf endeavoured to calm their fears 
and reſtore their courage, and though 
we could not as yet diſtinguiſh what 
veſſels they were, prepared for a vi gor- 

ous 
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ous defence i in ell of an Attack. The 


men encouraged by our example ap- 
peared willing to ſecond us; all ſwear- 
ing to pe rather chan yield. 
o 
"The veſſels continued to gain upon 
us, and ſoon came within gun ſhot, 
when our fears were ſuddenly turned 
to joy on diſcovering them for two 
Malteſe galleys. As they perceived 


our ſhip was a corſair they prepared 
to attack us, and one had already ſhot 
a head of us in order to gain the wind, 
and cur off our flight ; ; thus placing us 
between two fires. I immediately or- 
dered the Mooriſh flag to be lowered 
and hoiſted a white one; at this the 
galley approached us, though with great 
precaution fearing it might be fome 
ſtratagem, for pirates ſeldom ſurrender 

„ ſo 
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8 fo eaſily. While this was paſſing, we 
put out the boat into which I entered 
with.ſome of our men, and, went on 
board the largeſt of the, galleys: the 

captain who was on deck was not a 
little ſurprized inſtead of Moors to ſee 
men men dreſſed. as ſlaves: but his 
aſtoniſument ceaſed. when I. informed 
him of our ſeizing the veſſel. He 
praiſed our courage and preſented us with 

refreſhments; after which I informed him 
that we owed our deliverance to Zulem, 
relating the reaſons that had determined 
that young man to leave his country. 
On hearing me mention Hortenſia he 

5 gave an exclamation of joy. 1 What, * 
mid he, « is it poſſible ir it | ſhould be 
Hortenfia | the ſiſter of the Marquis 
d'Orſino! what HE, will he expe- 


. l 14 * a 


rience on the recover of ong ſo, he- 
8 Ke Np: Iovedd, 


GIL BLAS: 


loved, and whom he thought loſt for 


ever. The Malteſe captain then in- 
formed me that Hortenſia was his re- 
lation, that he was at Naples at the 


time of her being ſeized, and that the 


Count expreſſed the utmoſt ſorrow for 
the loſs of his amiable ſiſter, who was 


N ee But the wife of 


Antoni neee 
any popes of her, for doubtleſs ſhe 


has been ſeparated from Hortenſia.. 
Not an inſtant,“ replied I, “ ſne is 


in our veſſel with her companion. 
What unlooked for happineſs,” ex- 
claimed the captain; * how delighted 


will the good Antonio be to recover a 


wife he ſo tenderly loved! but I am 
impatient to ſee my couſin and her 
brave deliverer; n me to accom- 
pany you immediately.” Val; ISL. + 
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The captain returned with me in 
5 the boat to our veſſel. Zulem and 
Hortenſia were on the deck; the young 
Italian no ſooner diſcovered the cap- 
tain than ſhe ran to meet him. 66 Js 
it really you Felix,” ſaid ſhe, how 
happy am I in this unexpected meet- 
ing?” Felix teſtified to Hortenſia his 
joy at her deliverance, and turning to- 
wards Zulem ſaid, © permit me to em- 
brace the perſon to whom my relation 
owes her liberty; what joy will you confer 
on a family that has ſo long been plunged 
in ſorrow, never can our gratitude ſuf- 
ficiently repay the obligation.” —Zulem 
anſwered the civilities of the captain 
with a aw 2h eaſe AR to him. 


75 7 Vet AY e e ee 


Felix Jef ſens to FORD the captain 
of the other n of what was paſ⸗ 
ting, 
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PIP 4116 Won käme n board our 
veſſel, congratulating us on our ſucceſs 
in the moſt friendly manner. On mu 
tual conſultation we a8 Wed eo) put the 
Mooriſn crew on board the Malteſe 
veſſels, as they could more eaſiſy fe- 
eure tem. We therefore proceeded 
immediately to this buſineſs, cauſing a 
guard of Malteſe ſoldiers to come on 
board our ſhips, who tranſported the 
priſoners under proper precautions from 
the corſair to the other veſſels. While 
this was tranſacting, an accident had 
nearly happened which would have 
plunged us all in ſorrow. Zulem, Felix, 
and myſelſ were on deck giving orders 
relative to the priſoners which were 
bringing from the hold. One of the 
pirates, whom I knew for a principal 
officer, daddeln Uf from 
* G 5 his 


this blow was unexpected, had doubt- 
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his conduQors,,, and, flying, at Zulem 
ſtruck him with his chain, reproaching 
him, and uttering he moſt fearful, exe- 
? crations, 8 accuſing him as the author 
of his misfortunes. Zulem to whom 


leſs fallen a ſacriſice had he not ſnatched 
back his head, by which means the 
blow fell on his ſhoulder, and Athat 
with ſuch violence that it chrew him 
on the ground: the Moor was on the 
point of renewing his attack, had I 
not prevented him by plunging my 
| poignard in his boſom. Hortenſia, who 
was preſent at this ſcene, | ſeeing her 
lover fall, fainted by his ſide. While 
Roſette and Felix ran to aſſiſt her I 
raiſed Zulem, who was rather ſtunned 
from the ſhock, having received a: vio- 
lent contuſion on the ſhoulder :: regard- 

leſs 
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leſs of himſelf he flew to Hortenfia, 


who recovering by the uſe of the ſpi- 
ritubus drops Roſette had plentifully 
applied to her, no ſooher diſcovered 


her lover in ſafety than ſhe preſently loft 


her alarm, and e her bag cheat- 
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The removal of the priſoners was no 


ſooner effected than we repaired ö on 
board of Felix's galley, leaving our 
own men, and ſome of the Malteſe 
ſailors on board the corſair, and i imme- 
diately failing for Italy. As the wind 
was favourable 'our voyage was ex- 


tremely fortunate, for on the fourth 


day we reached the port of Naples. 


On the appearance of a Mooriſh veſſel, 


crouds of people aſſembled on the 
2 taking it for a prize gained by 
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the, Malteſe veſſels. We had no ſooner 
caſt anchor than Felix ſent to entreat 
the Marquis d: Orſino and Antonio 8b 
repair on board, though without in- 
forming them of the reaſon, wiſhing 
to ſurprize them agreeably. About an 
hour after this meſſage they arrived: 
melancholy was ſtrongly imprinted on 
botb their features, Antonio particu- 1 
larly ſees: mage ſorrowful. 
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We bad e the ladies * 
main, concealed until we gave a ſignal 
for them to appear. The, Marquis 
warmly embraced his couſin F elix, after 
which the latter ſaid, © rejoice, my dear. 
fir, I have good news to tell you.“ 
Have you been fortunate enough ta- 
hear any thing of my ſiſter ?* replied 
he, if ſo 1 conjure you not to leave 
me 
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me moment zn / ſuſpbibe c i Antonio 
was) equally anxious to hear of his 
wiſe. Yes,” anſwered Felix, 'F- 
know where Hortenſia and Roſette are 
at this moment.“ —* Where are they 
then exclaimed that: both at once; 
« In a place of ſafety,” added the cap- 
tain, but moderate a n that 
nem de _ to 8 <a 
tat * Roſette, who heard 
every word of this dialogue, could no 
longer reſiſt the inclination' they had to 
ſee, the one an affectionate brother, 
the other a beloved huſband; but ruſh- 
ing from their concealment they claſpe& 
them in their arms men, Be- 
hold is bete l. Wie en 


LY 
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I muſt poſſeſs the warm and energie 
pen of the celebrated inhabitant of 
Gene va, or the keen and magic powers 
of the immortal owner of Ferney, to 
deſcribe” the joy and repeated tranſ- 
ports of this meeting. At firſt they 
were mute, yet was the ſcene no leſs 
intereſting on that account, they em- 
braced, preſſed each other in their arms, 
in vain endeavouring to expreſs their 
feelings. When the firſt rapture was 
paſſed, Hortenſia preſented Zulem and 
myſelf to her brother, as her deli- 
verers: the Marquis embraced us teſ 
tifying the obligation he owed us for 
reſtoring a ſiſter he ſo tenderly loved. 
The gratitude of Antonio was no leſs 
lively, and when Roſette had. informed 
her huſband and the Marquis of the 
| ſhare 1 had in her hiſtory their atten- 
tions 
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end. This place was not 


favourable to long converſations, and 


we quitted the galley and repaired to 
the Marquis's hotel, where the news 
of Hortenſia's return was already ſpread. 


A ſervant, who had accompanied him 
on board the veſſel, had haſtened before 
vwith the news, and the domeſtics were 


already aſſembled in the court, teſtify- 


ing by every poſſible demonſtration of 


joy, the pleaſure they experienced at 
the return of their maſter” s ſiſter. - This, 
ſcene augmented the good opinion I 

had formed of Hortenſia, and eon- 


firmed my idea that Zulem could not 


fail of happineſs with ſo, amiable 4 


ng | 
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ſhe 


: The Marchioneſs came out to meet 
us, and no ſooner ſaw Hortenſia than 
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ſhe fell on her neck, teſtifying the ut. 
moſt pleaſure on her ſafe return: Hor- 
tenſia's tranſport appeared equal to her 
ſiſter in law's, and plainly demonſtrated 
the mutual attachment of theſe ami- 
able women: The Marquis infiſted 
that Zulem and myſelf ſhould lodge in 
his hotel: Antonio, on leaving us to 
return home, preſſed my hand, and 
again repeated his thanks for the reſto- 
| ration of a wife he adored, entreated 
me to grant him my an which 
I e OR | 


„. 


ſoon raid over the city, and for An 
days we had a continual round of vi- 
ſitors; every « one was curious to N — 
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. the Marquis on this happy 
event. During chis time the Marquis 
kept open houſe, and gave alſo an en- 
tertainment to the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
families at Naples. Zulem accuſtomed 
to the ſolitude of a ſeraglio, at firſt 
found this life of buſtle irkſome, all 
our cuſtoms and manners were uncom- 
mon to him, and cauſed an embarraſſ- 
ment that augmented his natural timi- 
dity. We frequently left the company 
and retired into the garden or our 
apartment, where we converſed freely. 
Zulem teſtified uneaſineſs, fearing that 
Hortenſia ſhould not feel for him the 
ſame ſentiments ſhe had done at Tunis, 
where ſhe, had perhaps miſtaken gra- 
titude ſor love, and would think it too 
great a ſacrifice to repay, the obligation 
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by uniting herſelf to a ſtranger who 
_— no rank in e 


F 


I; ee to diſpel nis fears, 
8 that I had no doubt but the 
king would particularly notice the de- 
liverer of Hortenſia, and raiſe him to 
eee bee den 
have, continued I, brought ſufficient 
Tiches to ꝓlace you on an equality with 
your intended ſpouſe. My perſuaſions 
could A Rs pak re- aſſure 

t an boitiftss tlie 

- The day after our arrival, Zulem had 
aſked for a miniſter of our religion to 
inſtruct him in the profeſſion he wiſhed 
to embrace. I have before ſaid chat 
this young man poſſeſſed a ſtrong un- 
derſtanding and great penetration; it 

Was 
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was not Way alone that; made him a 
proſelyte to chriſtianity; our converſa- 
tions at Tunis had augmented the incli- 


nation his mother had given him for 


our religion, and mature reflection had 
confirmed his reſolution. Thus the 


change of Zulem was perfectly . 
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If love ee pI any * in bis 
2 to 3 the catholic faith; 
freſh. refle the aſſiſtance of the 


holy miniſter hs inſtructed him, ſoon 


rectified bis ideas, and ſupplied har 
was wanting to render his vocation 
perfect. When Zulem had acquired 
that conviction without which, a cbrif- 
tian is, nothing more than a name, he 
reſolved to ſeal his converſion. by that 
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ſacrament TTY regenierates' m man mY 
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The ceremony took plies with the 
utmoſt pomp; all Naples was witneſs 
to its ſplendor, for the miniſters of our 
religion had neglected nothing to ren- 
der it ſtriking, and to penetrate the 
proſelyte with the holineſs of the 
profeſſion he had embraced. The King 
and the Marchioneſs d'Orfino were 
the ſponſors to the nephew of > Muley, 
who received baptiſm with a piety that 
edified the whole aſſembly. For Hor- 
tenſia it was eaſy to diſcover by her 


eyes the pleaſure ſhe experienced on 
ſeeing her lover embrace the religion 
the profeſſed ; thus removing the bar- 
rier that oppoſed their union. The ce- 
remony concluded, the aſſembly re- 

* 
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turned to the King's palace, where . 
there was an entertainment provided 


which was followed by a ball. The 
King converſed for ſome time with 
Zulem, and as that tender friend always 
kept me near him, his majeſty. aſked. 
who I was: Zulem having informed | 
him, he deigned to ſpeak to me in the = 
moſt es manner. 1 


11 
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The n next 1 the Roar came to 
Zulem's apartment.— My dear Zulem, | 
ſaid he, « at preſent that you are ad- 1 4 
mitted to the boſom of our religion, and 

among the number of the King's fa | 
jects, nothing longer prevents my tef- . 
tifying my gratitude z you have ſaved _ 
the honour. of my ſiſter, reſtored her 1 
to her country and friends; the only | 
means I know-of requiting ſuch an ob- | 
Bir ligation 
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gition” is to return her to you, for 1 
can make no gift equivalent to her 
worth.  Hortenfia is yours, the love 
you have for her, her tenderneſs for 
you, are to me an affurance that 1 
cannot do better ik unite Te. to each | 
other.” N 
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The joy this dict cauſed "yy 
was ſo extreme, that he was. ſome mo- 
ments unable to reply; at length, how. 
ever, he ſtammered out his thanks, the 
Marquis interrupted them by embrac- 
ing him, aſſuring him that the mar- 
riage he propoſed would give "himſelf 
the higheſt ſatisfaction, as the happi- 
neſs of his ſiſter was as dear as his own, 
nor could he aſcertain it by any ſurer 
means than uniting her to a man who 
nad ſo many claims on her heart. He 
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| then conducted Zulem to his ſiſter's 
apartment. My dear Hortenſia, ſaid = 
he, as he entered, permit: me to in- 
troduce your future huſband. You;.. 
doubtleſs, - have too much eſteem for 
your brother; continued he, laughing, 
* to refuſe one from my hand. A 
deep bluſh covered the face of the fair 
Neapolitan: Zulem threw himſelf at 
her feet. Madam,“ ſaid he, may 
I hope that you will confirm. with your 
own lips a gift which is to me ineſti- i 
mable?”%—* Zulem,” replied Hortenſia, 18 
* you have ſo many claims on my ef- 
teem, that I muſt be very ungrateful 
if your generoſity had not reached my 
heart, and your good qualities and af-. - 
tection had not inclined me to an equal 
return: be aſſumed that the offer of 
my brother is as agreeable to me as 


yourſelf, 
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yourſelf, -and-/that in accepting. you 
for a huſband I am. leſs actuated by 
duty, than by a more tender inclina- 
| tion.“ Zulem tranſported with joy, 
ſeized the hand of Hortenſia, which 
he kiſſed with rapture, Wen the 
n e affection. 1 
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This ſcene of which — 
renewed in my heart thoſe impreſſions 
that time could not deſtroy. © *Tis 
- thus,” ſaid I, ſighing, * that I declared 
| to Adelaide the affection with which 
ſhe had inſpired me, 'tis thus ſhe re- 
ceived the tender confeſſion: my hap- 
pineſs then equalled Zulem's, but alas 
how different at preſent is my fate, he 
is on the point of being united to the 
woman he loves, and I have loſt for 


ever one chat was dearer than my life.” 
—This 


0 1 BLAS,” 2 
— This reflection overwhelmed me with 
ſuch -an acute emotion of grief, that 
I was obliged. to retire that I might 
not diſturb the . of the happy 
J. | | 


f 
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4 voyage 4 unexpeBted meeting and a 
combat, 

To Ae after the laſt win 
converſation, Zulem was united to Hor- 
tenſia, and from the moſt ſincere of 
lovers became the happieſt of huſbands. 
The inarriage ws celebrated with no 
leſs pomp than the baptiſm, and was 
followed by entertainments which con- 

tinued for eight days; BED Banos” 
Vol. III. . Not- 
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| Notwithſtanding this continual round 
of pleaſure, I frequently thought of 7 my 
benefactor and friend, Lord Warneck. 
Under the painful uncertaitity' 1. EXPE= | 
rienced for his fate; I reſolved to go 
immediately in ſearch of him and not 
to ceaſe my perquiſition until 1 had 
found him. I imparted my project to 
Zulem, who was greatly afflicted. Love, 
and his new engagement had not in the 
leaſt diminiſhed his attachment to me. 
« What, Lanſon,” ſaid he, embracing 
me, © will you quit me, you who are 
my firſt friend, and whoſe ſociety is ſo 
eſſential to my happineſs; muſt you al- 
ready leave me among thoſe 1 am 
hardly acquainted with, and whoſe 
cuſtoms and manners I have yet to 
learn ?—Far be it from me to endea- 


vour to perſuade you againſt fulfilling 
the 
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be *. friendſhip and gratitude ; 
= as yet I need Your cquncils, grant 


me then, ang "month. my friend, after 
which, I promiſe no longer to | detain | 
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The inſtances of Zulem were preſ- 


that deſerving young man that I readily 


promiſed to oblige him. Zulem had 


been accuſtomed to the quiet and in- 


active life which i is uſual to thoſe born 
under A burning ZONE, and for whom 
tranquillity - is the greateſt of enjoy- 
ments. He loved retreat both from 
nature and education, and was never ſo 
happy as. when only accompanied by 
his fanks the Marquis, Marchio- 
neſs, Antonio, Roſette and myſelf, 
and giving way to the pleaſures of 

H 2 


ſocial 
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ſocial converſation; a peaceful exil. 
tance that was equally agreeable to me. 
When our lives have been croſſed by! a 
number of vexatious events, which have 
kept the mind in perpetual agitation, 
we know how to value the pleaſures of 
peaceful enjoyments. The reſortz of 
the ſoul, from continually experieneing 
the ſhocks of paſſion and misfortune, 
become inſenfibly weakened, and a time 
for relaxation is neceſſary to recover 
its activity, and enable it to bear 
the freſh attacks of fortune. This was 
the ſituation in which I found myſelf, 
the pleaſing ination in which niy days 
were paſſed at Naples, was one of thoſe 
periods, which, if not the moſt happy, 
was at leaft among the moſt e e 
of ani life.. 4 $9565 
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"When the time, Zulem had aſked me 
to ſtay was, expired, I prepared to leave 
Naples, ſeizing the opportunity of a 
veſſel] which was to fail in a few days 
for Cadiz promiſi ng myſelf that it 
would be more eaſy to procure infor- 
mation there reſpecting Lord Warneck, 
than in any other town in Spain. The 
evening before my departure Zulem 
came to my apartment. * My dear 
Lanſon,“ faid he, „I come to enjoy 
the pleaſure of thy company perhaps 
for the laſt time; I cannot expreſs how 
much thy departure grieves me, I know 
not how I could ſupport it did I not 
flatter myſelf with thy ſpeedy return : 
—promiſe me therefore, my friend, that 
as ſoon as thou haſt found thy bene- 
factor to bring him with thee to Italy; 
tell him how well thou art beloved, in- 
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form him. of 'my © obligations te "thee, 
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and from thence, jadging e of my heart 


by his own, he will reſtore thee to thy 
friend, and alſo by his own preſence 
augment the number of thoſe ſo dear 
to me. | s 

_ 3 lietle difficulty in | promiſing 
Zulem what was ſo agreeable to my 
own deſires. At length, this worthy 
young man put a caſket into my hand, 
ſaying, * « Deign to receive this weak 
proof of my acknowledgement ; I owe 
you more than life; you formed my 
mind and heart; but for you I had been 
deſtitute of that knowledge and infor- 
mation without which man is nothing. 
Believe me, my dear Lanſon, I have the 
greateſt pleaſure i in preſenting this, and 


you will cruelly wound my friendſhip 
it 
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if you cefuſs it.“ —1 thanked Zulem 
for this freſh proof of his attachment, 

and made no feruple to lecept che cafe 
ket, which I found contained two thous 
ſand ducats.  'Tis a falſe delicacy and 
the effect of vanity which leads us to 
refuſe the gifts of a friend, and is a 
weakneſs only common to little ſouls. 
If we bluſh at receiving a favour, we 
ought alfo to bluſh in acknowledging 
the perſon who offers it; but real 
friendſhip ennobles all, and when that 
pure and ſublime ſentiment is in the 
ſoul, tis impoſſible we ſhould ſuſpect it 
can be guided by intereſt, or any fuch 
paltry conſideration. - The time at 
length-arrived when I was to quit Na- 
ples, where I had paſſed three months 
in the greateſt happineſs; but, if 'on 
one Gde the y voice of friendihip detained 
| H 4 37 me, 
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me, on the other the. ſame voice or- 
dered me imperiouſly to depart. Thus 
by a whimſical contraſt the ſame ſenti- 
ment gave me pleaſure and pain, my 
heart being divided into equal parts be- 
tween them, one of which flew to Lord 
Warneck, the other lingered with 
Zulem. When 1 took leave of my 
friends, the manner in which they ex- 
preſſed their ſorrow for our ſeparation, 
encreaſed my own: the Marquis and 
his lady made me ſeveral very rich 
preſents; nor did I quit Roſette and 
her worthy huſband without grief. An- 
tonio joined his tears with hers, giving 
me at once a proof of his friendſhip 
and the ſenſibility of his heart. Zulem 
never left me until the veſſel was ready 
to ſail; our parting was truly melan- 
choly, we held each other embraced 
for 


-- 
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for ſome moments rd to articulate 
an adieu, at length I tore myſelf from 
his arms, and aſſuming as much firm 
neſs ne” would permit, bad 
him farewell. r 


| The toſs of ſo many beloved objects 
filled my heart with a thouſand painful 
ſentiments, which would not permit 
me to join in the uſual diverſions on 
ſhip board. I had remained ſeveral! 
days in my cabin alone, when- my af 
fliction was diſturbed by an event which 
might have had the moſt vexatious con- 
ſequences, .and have again plunged me 
into a miſerable ſlavery that would have 
only ended - with my life, had not hea- - 
ven who deſigned | me for ſufferings of 
Aa different. nature, turned aſide the dan- 
ger which threatened me. The veſſel 
5 Mis on 
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on which 1 was on board was a king's 
ſhip of forty guns and two hundred 
and fifty men, and convoyed ſome mer- 
chantmen bound for Spain. We were 


within a day and a half ſail of Cadiz, 
when we diſcovered two veſſels that 


ve immediately recognized for corſairs, 


and which having the wind ſoon reached 
us. The noiſe this unlucky adventure 
cauſed among our crew made me leave 
my cabin and go on deck, where I 
found the captain, who, informed me 
of the ſubject of alarm, my eyes at the 
fame moment confirming the diſagree- 
able news. The fight of the corſair 
chilled me with horror, . Great God!“ 
cried I, © haſt thou delivered me from 
one ſlavery, but to ſuffer me to fall into 
a greater evil? If theſe pirates are from 
T unis, and I fall into FR hands, I am 
inevita- 
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inevitably loſt; I cannot fail being 
known, and Muley will revenge on 
me the loſs of his nephew and miſ- 
treſs. The captain, however, prepared 
for a vigorous defence, I ſeconded his 
endeavours, reſolved to periſh ſword in 
hand rather than yield. The crew 
which was compoſed of experienced 
failors; entered into the preparations 
for defence with an alacrity that in 
fome meaſure diſpelled my fear; we 
laid by, and waited the enemy withour 
giving them any reaſon to think we 
feared them. The captain giving a ſignal 
to the merchantmen to drop aſtern, and 
to ſeize the moment when they ſaw us 
engaged to eſcape, as he was reſolved 
to hazard all to ſave them. I was of a 
different opinion, I wiſhed theſe ſhips 
to ſecond us with their guns, as either | 

B 6-*: of 
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of the corſairs were ſtronger than us, 
and I feared courage 'would ;not be ſuf- 
ficient to defend us from ſuch ſuperior 
force. The enemy, when within half a 
gun ſhot, began to fire upon us, which 
we anſwered' by a briſk cannonade. 
The merchant veſſels, in conſequence of 
the order they had received, ſpread their 
ſails and made the beſt of their way. 

The corſairs ſeeing their prey on the 

point of eſcaping, and confident of 
their own ſuperiority, thought one of 
the veſſels ſufficient to overpower us, 
and accordingly the ſmalleſt ſailed after 
the merchantmen. This | manoeuvre 
ſaved us; having now but one ſhip to 
encounter, the ſailors redoubled their 
efforts, and reſolved to board them as 
ſpeedily as poſſible, in order to haſten 
to the relief of the convoy. We had 


not 
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not much trouble to ſucceed; our ad- 
verſaries having the ſame intention, and 
were no ſooner grappled, than the 
moors threw themſelves in prodigious 
numbers on our deck. The battle was 
obſtinate and bloody, our enemies fought - 
like deſperadoes, ruſhing on us with 
the fury of lions; as well as their num- 
ber being ſuperior to ours, the adroit 
uſe chey made of their ſabres gave 
them great advantage over our crew: 
the captain and myſelf fought at their 
head animating them by our words and 
example. Pur men, however, began to 
give way, and we ſhould infallibly have 
been conquered, if by chance the grap- 
pling irons had not broke looſe at the 
very moment a freſh recruit of Moors 
were coming on board us, and the 
ſhock they received threw ſeveral into 
the 
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the ſea, This fortunate event” reſtore 
courage to our men; and while the 
eorſairs were again endeavouring to 
grapple us we fell on thoſe on board 
- us, making a horrible carnage. Ani- 
mated by this ſucceſs, we ourſelves 
threw our grappling irons on board 
their veſſel, and the captain and my- 
ſelf, heading the moſt courageous, leaped 
on their deck, and attacked them with 
the greateſt impetuoſity. The enemy 
defended themſelves with the utmoſt 
bravery; their chief particularly diſ- 
played amazing courage and ſkill, 1 
advanced to attack him, but what was 
my aſtoniſhment en recognizing,. Mu- 
ley! the uncle of Zulem, who had 
once been my maſter: at the fight of 
me his features gained freſh animation, 
and advancing :—« Have I caught thee 
traitor ?”* 
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traitor?” exclaimed he, * thou that 
dareſt rob me of my nephew and my 
miſtreſs,” I wilt waſh: away with thy 
blood the outrage thou haſt done me.“ 
—Saying theſe words he ſtruck at me 
with his ſcymitar and had doubtleſs 
cleft my head in two; had 1 not avoided 
the blow by | haſtily leaping aſide. 1 
ſhould have been ſorry to kill the 
uncle of Zulem, and endeavoured only 
to keep on the defenſive. Muley,“ 
eried I, *I am not the author of your 
nephew's flight; he voluntarily left his 
country for the ſake of the young ſlave 
who accompanied him. I do not wiſn 
to take your life, ſurrender, your efforts 
are uſeleſs. The rage of Muley would 
not ſuffer him to pay attention to me, 
he only heard the laſt words. © Sur- 
render,” exclaimed he, in a tranſport 

of 


Can 
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of paſſion, and redoubling his attack, 
_« dareſt thou think me capable of ſuch 
a weakneſs? after having loſt what was 
moſt dear to me, nothing remains but 
2 or nn. PP 


| The failors aſtoniſhed at a dialogue 
whoſe purport they could not compre- 
hend, had ceaſed their conflict and 
waited in ſilence the iſſue of this com- 
bat. The fury with which Muley at- 
wacked me © would not ſuffer; me to re- 
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his in forngrh was a * deal aa ee 


by the efforts which my coolneſs and 
addreſs had rendered fruitleſs ; * had 
not much difficulty to find an oppor- 
tunity to give him a blow with my 
ſabre that, ſtretched him at my feet. 


The Moors, diſcouraged. by the, defeat 
of 


NIE LA. 


feeble reſiſtance; a part fell beneath our 


ſwords, and the reſt were made priſo- | 


ners. As ſoon as we were completely 
maſters of the enemies ſhip, we re- 
turned to our own veſſel, leaving ſen 
veral of our men on board the prize, 
and crouded ſail to the aſſiſtance of the 
merchantmen. As Muley gave ſigns 
of life, I had him carried to che cabin, 
promiſing our ſurgeon. a,. conſiderable 
reward if he could fave him. 


After about an hour's ſail we gained 
the other - corſair, juſt as they had 
obliged the largeſt of the veſſels. to 
ſtrike. : A prodigious number of Turks 
were preparing to board her, but no 
ſooner diſcovered us than they ſtopped, 
doubtleſs - aſtoniſhed, for they had na 

fear 
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fear but their companion would eaſily 
overpower us. + Notwithſtanding our 
captain had deviſed a ſtratagem that 
had the happieſt ſucceſs; he had- or. 
deted the crew which he put on board 

the prize to dreſs themſelves in the 
Turks clvaths that had been killed du- 
ring the combat, and had alſo com- 
manded the lieutenant that was left on 
board her to follow us as though giv- 
ing chaſe.” The corſair was in effect 
duped by this manoeuvre, and ſup- 
poſing his conſort in purſuit of us, 
tacked to gained the wind, and cut off 
our flight; we ſuffered him to act, well 
aſſured we could ſoon make him repent 
it. We now flackened our fails to give 
the prize time to join us, which ſhe 
ſpeedily did, and rapidly paſſing us 
placed herſelf near the corſair, who 
doubt- 


— - 
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a6bbridſc imagined that the conſort was 


acting thus to ſupport them; but great 
was their aſtoniſhment when our prize 


gave them a broadfide, and haſtily fail. 
ing before them cut off their retreat, 
and placed them between two fires. 
We now attacked them with the utmoſt 
intrepidity; the Moors, convinced of 
their error, ſought to ſave themſelves 
by flight.” We, however, eame upon 
them ſo briſkly,” that All their efforts 
would have been ineffectual had not à 
ſudden and violent tempeſt aroſe which 
ſeparated the veſſels. The corſair ſeized 
this opportu nity to efcape ; loſing no 
time in purſuing her, we made the ut- 
moſt diſpatch to collect our ſcattered 
veſſels; which, when completed. we 
continued our route, giving way to the 


pleaſure 
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pleaſure which ſo ane a lin 
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e next We we den, aca the 
port of Cadiz: my firſt care was to 
cauſe Muley to be conveyed to the 
hotel where 1 lodged. I found no 
difficulty in perſuading the captain to 
this ſtep, when I had informed him that 
this chief of the corſairs was uncle to 
Zulem. Muley's wound was not mor- 
tal; in a ſhort time the ſkill of the 
ſurgeon put him out of danger. I vi- 
ſited him ſeveral times a day, ever de- 


| "me to him the pleaſure his recovery 


would 
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Vöuldk give me, but the intractable 
Moor would not hear me, ever reply. 
ing to my 'proteſtations by reproaches 
and abuſe. * I was not, however, re- 
pulſed, redoubling my attentions and 
endeavours to ſoften him, and at length 
ſo far ſucceeded that Muley became 
more ſociable and liſtened to my con- 
ſolations.— Lanſon,“ ſaid he, one 
day, * thy generoſity has touched my 
heart, and notwithſtanding the hatred 
with which thou haſt inſpired me, 1 
cannot avoid eſteeming and acknow- 
ledging thy virtues; I wiſhed to take 
thy life, yet thou haſt behaved nobly 
to me in return; believe me, I admire 
thy conduct but cannot imitate it.. 
* Muley,* replied I, I have done no 
more than any other chriſtian would in 
my place; our religion commands a 
for- 


5 . 
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A of. i injuries, but I have not 
even that merit with thee, The uncle 
of Zulem can only inſpire me with 
reſpect and eſteem. At the name of 
Tulem, Muley heayed a profound 
figh.—< Tell me, ſaid he, what is 
become of my guilty, but 100 much 
beloved nephew? notwithſtanding the 
ingratitude with which he had repaid 
my affection, I cannot help being inte- 
Teſted in his fate; he has doubtleſs em- 
braced thy religion and | married Hor- 
Tenſia. Say is he happy? has he com- 
pleted his crime.” Zulem, . replied 
I. is not criminal; you know his mo- 
ther Was a chriſtian; ſhe inſpired him 
from his earlieſt infancy with an incli- 
nation for our holy faith, I was furtu- 
nate enough to ſtrengthen this diſpoſi- 
tion, and reflection has done the re- 

= mainder, 
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mainder. Zulem was a chriſtian in his 


heart, and not led to embrace it by 


reaſons which you may ſurmiſe, and 
in quitting his country did no more 
than uſe the privilege -which every 
man has over himſelf. Neither was 
your nephew. guilty in reſtoring Hor, 
tenſia to her friends and country; by 
hat right do men ſeize on their fel- 
lows and deprive them of liberty, does 
not nature itſelf revolt at ſuch tyranny? 
beſides Hortenſia could not love you, 
her heart. was united to Zulem's from 
the firſt moment they met; thus all 
concured to juſtify your nephew, ſtrong 
were his ſtruggles and ſeyere his grief 
before he could reſolve to leave an un- 
cle he ſo tenderly loved; but was it 
poſſible to reſiſt the united claims of 
love and heaven.“ 


Lob- 
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_ , 8 
lively impreſſion on Muley, and from | 
that moment conceived the deſign not 
only to | reconcile him to his nephew 
but alſo to convert him. I related to 
him the mutual affection of Zulem and 
Hortenſia, the manner of our flight, 
and how we overpowered the erew; 
I next deſcribed the baptiſm of his 
nephew, the marriage of the lovers and 
the happineſs they enjoyed, a happi- 
neſs which would be complete,* con- 
tinued I, if Zulem did not deeply 
Tegret the preſence of an uncle ſo dear 

to him. '— Muley was moved, tears 
| flowed: down his cheeks. © © Since you 
are ſo attached to your' nephew. added 


IT, © what prevents you imitating him, 
and ſpending the remainder! of your 
days with one who will watch. over 
4 your 
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your age with che tenderneſs of a ſon, 


and by his attentive cares diminiſh! its 
weight. Your ſentiment for Hortenſia 


will ſoon give place to friendſhip and | 


eſteem; ſhe will ſbe delighted, to, oblige 
the unele of her beloved huſband, and 
will endeavour to make you forget the 
ſorrow- ſhe involuntarily cauſed you.“ 
« What, Lanſon,“ interrupted Muley, 
vwould'ſt thou perſuade: me to abjure 
the religion of my fathers, and re- 
nounce a country ſo dear to me? love 
might operate ſuch a prodigy on Zu- 
lem, but do ſt thou think that an old 
man ſo caſily changes his opinion and 
manner df life; ſuch an alteration 
could only be the effect of lightneſs 
and folly? beſides, I am little acquainted 
with the faith that i it is neceſſary to adopt, 
in order to unite me with my nephew.“ 
Vol III. 1 — That 
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—* That difficulty*is eaffiy removed,” 
repliec I, „ only ſuffer” me to inſtruct 
you in the tenets of the chriſtian faith, 
if you are not convinced of its ex- 
eellence in eight days, I will be the firſt 
to diſſuade you from embracing it; for 
according to my opinion it is better to 
remain in that you profeſs, or even to 
have none at all, than to aſſume the 
appearance of one whoſe Rue" you 
are not convinced of.” 20 _# 


Muley was a Penn, 
and more enlightened than Turks uſually 
are: he poſſeſſed none of that fana- 
tical enthuſtafm which diſtinguiſhes the 
followers of Mahomer, I therefore had 
the leſs trouble to engage him to ac- 
cept my propoſal. On the next day 
4 began my inftruizons, näre a 

Spanith 
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Spaniſh prieſt to «fit "the, as 2h ras 15 
more able to reſolve the dvubts of the 
proſelyte and refute his objections. The 
converfion of Muley was not {> eaſy as 
that of Zulem; but a religion that 
commands virtue, the pardon of in- 
juries, and whoſe morals are pure and 
juſt, cannot fail to pleaſe a ſoul natu- 
rally upright. 


Muley's ſoul was truly 
ſo, his vices were the effect of the edu- 
cation he had received, and imbibed 
from the nation among whom he was 
born. His eyes were ſoon opened, and 
his conviction complete; in robbing 
Mahomet of 'one of his followers, I 
had alſo the double advantage of gain- 

ing myſelf a new friend, and repaying 

in ſome meaſure the obligations I owed 
Zulem. 


Mok Muley 
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. Muley's converſion had not ſo totally 
employed me as to make me neglect 
my enquiries after Lord Warneck. On 
my arrival at Cadiz, I made the moſt 
exact perquiſitions whether he had been 
ſeen in that city, as he doubtleſs would 
have repaired thither had his delive- 
rance been effected, but all my en- 
quiries were fruitleſs, I could not gain 
the leaſt information. I now only 
waited an occaſion to go to Algiers, 
when an Engliſh veſſel from thence 
arrived in the port: thinking I might 
gain ſome information from the cap- 


tain, I repaired on board. I had reaſon 
to be ſatisfied with this ſtep, as the 
captain informed me that Lord War- 
neck had been ranſomed by the Eng- 
liſh conſul immediately on his arrival 
in that city, and had failed ſome few 

days 
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days after in a Britiſh veſſel? * But, 
fir,”” added he, © are not you the gen- 
tleman who accompanied him, and | 
who was captured with him in paſ- 
ſing from Spain to Italy?” “ I am, 
indeed, the perſon,“ replied I. The 
captain then informed me that he had 
been for ſome days in the conſul's 
houſe with my patron, that my lord 
had frequently ſpoke of me, declaring 
the affliction our ſeparation cauſed him, 
and that' at his departure he had ex- 
preſſedly deſired the conſul to ſeize the 
firſt opportunity to deliver me from 
ſlavery, alſo leaving a letter with him 
to remit to me as ſoon as I ſhould be 
free. “I left Algiers a few days after 
Lord Warneck,” continued the cap- 
tain, “and am happy that the conſul 
PTY cx 41 bag 
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has fo happily fucceeded in * com- 
miſſion,” — 


1 greatly ſurprized Mr. Wilſon, 
which was the captain's name, when 
I informed him that I had been above 

a year in ſlavery without any attempt 
being made to ranſom me. I then re- 
lated to him all that had happened 
during my ſtay at Tunis, and my eſ- 
cape with Zulem and the fair Italian. 
My recital greatly amuſed him, and 
after congratulating me on my good 
fortune, he ſaid, As your object, fir, 
is to ſeek Lord Warneck, who is ſurely 
at this moment in London, can you 
do better than repair thither in my veſ- 
fel? I know my lord's impatience to 
ſee you“. I accepted the captain's of- 
fer with the utmoſt pleaſure. 

I re- 
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; 8. related to Muley the ſucceſs I had 
met with; he expreſſed the utmoſt re- 
gret at our ſeparation.—“ Lanſon,” 
ſaid he; ** notwithſtanding the prejudices 

which Europeans entertain againſt us, 
believe me the ſoul, of à Turk is as 
ſuſceptible of gratitude as that of a 
chriſtian :I am ſenſible of the proofs 
of kindneſa thou! haſt, gi ven me, and 
did not the hope of ſoon ſeeing my 
nephew conſole me, ſhould be deeply 
afflicted at: thy departure. Since thou 
art to ſail in a few days, and there is 
nothing to detain me here, endeavour 
to procure me the means to repair to 
Naples as ſpeedily as poſſtble. I replʒed 
to Muley that ſuch was my intention, 
and the captain who brought me from 
thence being to return in a week; I 
agreed. with him to take charge of 
1 14 w 
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Muley, and to treat him with the ut- 
moſt attention, 

At the ſame time I fulfilled a com- 
| miſſion which Muley had entreated; 
among the priſoners made in the cor- 
fair veſſel was a young eunuch whom 
he was particularly attached to: he had 
deſired me to ranſom him, but the cap- 
tain refuſed to receive any, ſaying, he 
ſhould think himſelf highly ungrate- 
ful if he did not ſhew me every mark 
of gratitude in his power, as it was in 
ſome meaſure owing to my activity and 
courage in ſeconding his endeavours, 
that he had taken the corſair. Nei- 
ther, added he, © ſhall J fail to in- 
form the King my maſter of your con- 
duct on that occaſion.” He then ſent 
to fetch the young Moor, who was 

con- 
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confined in the town priſon; he was an 
agreeable young man, and was no 
' ſooner informed of my intention of 
reſtoring him to his maſter than he 
threw himſelf at my feet, teflifying his 
gratitude by repeated thanks and tears. 
Muley, on my preſenting his favourite 


ſlave, threw himſelf on his neck and 
embraced him. Misfortune is fre- 


quently uſeful, ſince it places mankind 
on that happy equality which riches 
and dignity fo often cauſe to diſappear: 
the rude ſhock of adverſity recalling to 
their fouls that precious ſenſibility 


which proſperity and paſſion frequently 


ſtifle. The beginning of misfortune is 
often the epocha of the reſtoration of 
dir tue. f * 


15 
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I reſolved to defer the baptiſm of 
Muley until he arrived at Naples; for. 
as well as that ceremony being per- 
formed with more ſolemnity there than 
at Cadiz, I alſo wiſhed Zulem to en- 
Joy the pleaſure of witneſſing it. The 
evening before my departure I deli- 
vered a letter to Muley for his nephew, 
in which I informed him of all that 
had happened ſince my leaving Naples, 
with the happy converſion of his un- 
cle. I took care to procure for my old 
maſter every thing neceffary for the 
voyage, and the old gentleman being 
now determined to relinquiſh his coun- 
try, deviſed a means to obtain a part 
of the wealth which he had left at 
Tunis. He wrote to his agent to col- 
lect as much money as poſſible and 
ſend it by the firſt convenient means, 
informing 


— 
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informing” him that it was'deftined' to 
purchaſe his own freedom, that of the 
other priſoners, and to ranſom the 
veſſel,” ä 

As Miley v. was to depart before this 
money could poſſibly arrive, I gave his 
order to receive it to a merchant at 
Cadiz, who promifed to remit it as: 
ſoon a8 it came to hand. Wen theſe 
affairs were all ſettled I repaired to the: 
ſhip, which was to fail early the next 
morning; it was not without ſorrow 
that J parted from Muley, the good 
old man embraced me, ſhedding tears: 
Adieu, my friend Lanfon,” faid he, 
the obligations I have to you will 
never be effaced from my memory; 
your inſtructions have opened my eyes, 
and given me a ſecond exiſtence: you | 

"OY EW firſt. 
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firſt conducted my nephew to happi- 
neſs and then G 


When I went on board, captain Wil- 
ſon informed me that he had juſt heard 
that the Engliſh conſul at Algiers bad 
been dead near a year, —* As 1 am but 
lately returned, "? continued he, * « from 
a long voyage to the Levant, it is not 
ſurpriſing that I was not informed of | 
it before.” The reaſon was now ob- 
vious why I had not ſooner been re- 
deemed from ſlavery; I the death of the 
conſul was - ſudden, he had. not had 
time to employ any perſon to fulfil 
my lord's commiſſion, the letter which 
was directed to me remaining among 
his papers. Men n 
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CHAP. IX. 
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K 2 R a all of . days, which. 
was interrupted by none of theſe acci- 
dents common at ſea, we arrived at 
Plymouth; we no ſooner landed than 
the captain and myſelf, - repaired with 
the utmoſt diligence to London, Mr. 
Wilſon to announce his ſucceſs to the 
miniſter, , and, me with impatience to 
lee my benefactor; but my ſurprize 
was equal to my ſorrow and diſappoint- 
ment, on enquiring at his houſe to find 
he had ſet out three months before for 
the Eaſt-Indies. The porter gave me 
a letter which Lord Warneck had left 


In 
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in caſe of my arrival: in this he in- 
formed me of his deliverance in much 
the ſame terms I had heard it from 
Wilſon, he alſo added that having been 
informed of the death of the conſul 
of Algiers, whom he had employed to 
ranſom me, he had written to his ſhc- 
eeſſor for the ſame purpoſe and waited 
with impaticnee for the ſueceſs of this 
new effort. He concluded by inform- 
ing me that he had juſt been appointed 
by the court to govern the Engliſh pof- 
ſeſſions in India; that his honour and 
other reafons would not permit him to 
refuſe fo important an employ, and he 
was neceſſ tated to leave England with- 
the utmoſt uneaſineſs on my account. 1 
Lord Warneck added the moſt tender 
aſſurances of his friendfhip, prefling 


me warmly to come to him in India, 
where 
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where he; aſſured me he had no doubt 
of placing me in a ſituation to make 
my fortune. 


The affectionate ſolicitude of Load 
Warneck, and the pains he had taken 
ta redeem me from ſlavesy, added to 
the freſh proof of friendſhip he gave 
we, and in thort the deſire I had to 
ſee a benefactor to whom I was too 
truly attached, determined me to un- 
dertake the voyage he propoſed. * 
communicated my intention to Wilſon, 
who anſwered, * Your project gives me 
the more pleaſure as I myſelf hope to | 
obtain j in a few days a commiſſion for 
India, you ſhall fail with me, the plea- 
ſure I experienced in your company 
in our former Youngs: makes me ar- 

8 | x dently 
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dently wiſh to enjoy it in ſo "wo a 
peregrimation: 


During the time Mr. Wilſon was 
endeavouring to obtain the ſituation he 
wiſhed, I employed myſelf in examin- 
ing this rival nation, but whoſe man- 
ners and cuſtoms are ſo different from 
the French: I had taken care on my 
arrival to dreſs myſelf in the Engliſh 
taſte, as I had frequently heard to what 
inſults men are expoſed in this city, 
when their appearance indicates them 


for ſtrangers. My precaution was 
however uſeleſs, | my dreſs did not pre- 
vent me experiencing a yery diſagree- 
able adventure, but which I fortunately 
cleared myſelf of, thanks to the ſtrength 
with which nature has gifted me. I 
| uſually walked every morning through 
p the 
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the ſtreets of London to make my ob- 
ſervations, for 'tis from the multitude 
that you muſt form a judgement of na- 
tional character, it there preſerves its 
native colouring, while among the 
great it receives different ſhades of 
politeneſs, which the culture of un- 
derſtanding and communication with 
other nations beſtow. I was dreſſed in 
the Engliſh taſte: a plain coat with 
metal buttons, a round hat; in ſhort 
nothing was wanting, but it is more 
eaſy. to aſſume the dreſs of a nation 
than their manner, air, or behaviour. 
Every people have a peculiar caſt of 
features as well as manners, and which 
proceed from the climate they inhabit, 
the way of life they adopt, and from 
the modification which their phyſical 
and moral exiſtence have experienced, 

and 
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to por chi were Sat 
as their cuſtoms and government. 
| att B33: 1190816121504 
One morning as I was croſſing, Co- 
vent-garden, 4 Porter whom I hap- 
pened to meet, ſtopped ſhoxt to look 
at me: the Engliſh have a + peculiar 
knack of diſtinguiſhing the French. 
They may almoſt be ſaid to ſmell out 
8 Frenchman as a dog does a piece of 
game, and that they poſſeſs a natural 
antipathy which warns: them af: their | 
approach; in ſhort this inſtinct having 
informed the porter I was a French- 
man, he began abuſing me in the 
groſſeſt manner, running his fiſt in my 
face and defying me to box with him, 
J way for ſome minutes uncertain. how 
I ſhould receive this compliment. The 
bs porter 
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porter was a ſquat muſcular fellow, 
whom I ſhrewdly ſuſpected would be 
too ſtrong for me; beſides I was not 
accuſtomed to theſe wreſtlings in which- 
{kill is as neceſſary as ſtrength. Not- 
withſtanding, irritated at his inſult, 
which he continued in ſuch a manner 
as to prevent my purſuing my way, 
I replied to his bravado, placed myſelf 
on the defenfive, and waited his attack 
with firmneſs. A croud aſſembled 
round us to witneſs the combat, every 
one giving their opinion that it was 
impoſſible I could reſiſt him. How- 
ever calling forth my utmoſt ſtrength, 
I began to return his aſſault, but the 
porter accuſtomed to this ſpecies of 
battle parried my blows, while nearly 
all his took place. I had already re- 
ceived a good number, one of which 
falt. 
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falling on my noſe blood guſhed . 

dantly from it. Furious to find all my 

efforts fruitleſs againſt this impudent 
challenger, I determined to employ 

other means, and recollecting the man- 
ner 1 had adopted with the Mooriſh 
ſoldier on a very ſimilar occaſion ; . 
ruſhed, on the porter, and ſeizing him 

by the throat threw him, and began 

amply repaying the blows he had be- 
ſtowed on me. 


- ; a "% 
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I was then ignorant that the pugiliſt 
laws forbid ſtriking when the enemy 
is down. All the aſſiſtants irritated at 
this violation of the general rule, and 
perhaps incenſed at the aſcendancy I 
had gained over their countryman, be- 

i gan to exclaim againſt me, ſeveral even 
ſtruck me and I ſhould inevitably have 

| been 
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been torn to pieces; had not, by the moſt 
fortunate accident, Captain Wilſon, 
who happened to be paſſing with two 
of his friends, ſtopped to enquire the 
cauſe of this uproar. On ſeeing me 
in the power of the mob, he threw 
himſelf among them, but could not 

without difficulty and the aſſiſtance of 
his friends, reſcue me from their hands. 
He inſtantly called a hackney coach in 
which he conducted me to my lodging; 
I was in the moſt pitiable ſtate, my 
body being .ſo bruiſed that I could 
hardly ſtand.” Wilſon expreſſed the 
utmoſt ſorrow. at this accident, the oc- 
caſion of which J related to him, ex- 
claming againſt the vulgarity of the 
Engliſh mob, and the unworthy be- 
haviour of the ſpectators of the battle. 
The captain then informed me what 
| | had 
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dad cauſed their indignation n 
mo.“ What, exclaimed I, in a tranſ. 
port of rage, do Engliſhmen add 
injuſtice to brutality; is a ſtranger 
obliged to know all their euſtoms? be- 
fides when a man is attacked has he not 
a right to employ. all the means in his 
| power to conquet his aggreſſor? trea- 
chery alone merits indignation, but in 
a wreſtle where ſtrength muſt decide, 
a man has. ſurely à right to employ 
every refource whick his force will af. 
ford. I am far from approving the 
behaviour you have experienced,“ re- 
plied Wilſon, I perfectly well know 
the Engliſh populace, nor are ſtrangers 
ie only people who ſuffer from their 
licence; but you know there are abuſes 
every where, and that thoſe abuſes are 
Aba a TE evil from whence 
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ariſes a general good. The liberty 
which you remark in our lower claſs 
of people, arifes from a praiſe- worthy 
principle, the love of freedom, and 
4 ſpirit af independence which ani- 
mates them: it maintains the national 
energy, and would be dangerous to re- 
preſs it. While the people of England 
poſſeſs this ſpirit they will never ſub- 
mit to neee of 3 


This i of 5 ne na- 
tional ſpirit by half killing a man at 
fiſty-cuffs, appeared to me not only 
contrary to juſtice, but even contrary 
to that ſpirit of independence ſo neceſ- 
ſary to maintain. I, however, did not 
communieate my reflections to the cap- 
tain; for as well as the ſervice he had 
1 rendered me demanding that for 

berande, 
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bearance, 41 well knew the impropriety 
of finding fault with the cuſtoms. of 
the nation with whom we dwell. Wil 
ſon was an Engliſhman, and poſſeſſed 
the prejudices of his country; and 
though I ſhould have ſucceeded in con. 
vincing him he would never haverac- 
knowledged os I iN idleld 
u It LINER 24131 7 1 


When I wy e Ae 


Wilſon informed me that he had ſuc- 


ceeded in obtaining the command of a 


veſſel of the line which, with two fri- 


gates was toi cov a fleet of mer- 
chantmen to Madras, This agreeable 


news did not a little contribute towards 


conſoling me for the diſagreeable ad- 


venture I had juſt experienced; I pro- 


miſed to be ready at the appointed 


£ „erte ſoon 
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ſoon aſter left me. The next day he 
paid me a viſit, accompanied by the 

two gentlemen who had aſſiſted him in 
3 reſcuing me from the hands of the 
mob, informing me that one of theſe 
was to accompany us in quality of firſt 
lieutenant of the ſhip which himſelf 
commanded. I entreated this young 
man to fayour me with his company 
ſometimes before our departure; to 
which he replied that he ſhould be 
particularly happy to form an acquain- 

tance with me. Mr. Philips, which was 
| his name, poſſeſſed one of thoſe happy 
phyſiognomies that muſt pleaſe in what- 
ever. ſituation or circumſtances” you 
meet them; his feeling and candid dif. 
poſition ſparkled in his eyes, and 1 
found myſelf ſtrongly pre- poſſeſſed in 
his favour the firſt moment we met: 

Vos. ., -.- there 
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there appeared an analogy between our 
diſpoſitions, an opinion which his diſ- 
courſe confirmed. I experienced the 
higheft ſatisfaction in meeting with a 
companion whoſe converſation and 
manners gave me ſo much pleaſure, 
and to whom I could unboſom myſelf 
without reſerve, Though I was parti. 
cularly intimate with Wilſon, and had 
every reaſon to be ſatisfied with him, 
yet our diſpoſitions were widely dif- 
_ ferent, he was cold and ſerious, with a 
peculiar reſerve in his manner, that pre- 
vented my opening my heart to him: 
it was impoſſible to fathom his diſpoſi- 
tion beyond a certain point, and it was 
far eaſter to diſcover what he wiſhed-to 
be, than what he really was, 


TI was 
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I was near eight days in recovering 
the effects of Engliſh energy. When 
my ſtrength was entirely re- eſtabliſhed, 
I continued my excurſions about Lon- 
don, but under proper precautions, 
being always accompanied by Philips. 
This young man viſited me daily, and 
in a ſnhort time the ſtricteſt intimacy 
took place between us. When men 
have ſimilar diſpoſitions and their 
minds are congenial, their ſouls eaſily 
ſep over the barrier which difference 
of cuſtoms and religion has placed he- 
tween them, che ſacred flame of friend 
ſhip ſoon purifying and diſperſing chat 
odious enmity which prejudice and opi- 
nion had alone formed. Philips and 
myſelf experienced this truth, once he- 
come friends we forgot the diſtinction 
of French and Engliſh; we were men, 
K 2 that 
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that is to ſay brothers. In our walks 
we. ſometimes viſited | thoſe. taverns 
where Engliſh liberty takes a yet higher 
Aight than in the ſtreets of the metro- 
polis ; here we were witneſs of ſcenes, 
which, while they amuſed, confirmed 
me in the idea that the licence which 
originates from liberty is the enemy of 
its mother, and like an unnatural child 
ſtifles the parent that gave it birth. 


One day when we had been taking a 
ride in the environs of London, a gen- 
tleman on horſeback, followed by a 
groom, met us. The perſon of the 
ſtranger inſtantly ſtruck me, and my 
| appearance ſeemed to have the ſame 
effect on him. By an emotion as ſud- 


den as involuntary we ſtopped our hor- 
ſes, and, after conſidering each. other 
| for 
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for ſome moments, we jointly ex- 
claimed; © *Tis:Lanſon! 'Tis Placid!“ 
—with the: rapidity of lightning we 
leaped from our horſes and ruſhed 
into each other's arms, weeping from 
exceſs of pleaſure. I ſhould in vain 
attempt to'paint the joy we experienced 
at this unexpected meeting; nor can 
it be properly imagined except by 
thoſe feeling ſouls who are acquainted 
with the worth of real friendſhip. 


After the firſt tranſports of our plea- 
ſing rencontre was over, © Behold!” 
ſaid I, to Philips, * the companion of 
my infancy and the friend of my youth: 
thoſe titles will to you ſufficiently ex- 
plain how dear he is to my heart.” 
Philips now advanced towards Placid, 
whom he ſaluted with an air of free- 

| dom 
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dom and acquaintance that furybtined 
me, and eauſed me to aſk the lieute- 
nant if he had before known my friend, 
J have frequently had the pleafure 
of ſeeing Mr. Harrifon at Lady Whar- 
ton's ;''-—replied he. My aſtoniſhment 
redonbled, I looked at Philips and 


198 


Placid, without being able to conceive 


how my countryman had acquired an 
Engliſh name. My dear Lanfon,” 


ſaid the latter, I fee yon are ſurprized, 


I muſt therefore inform you that by a 
moſt happy event I have diſcovered the 
author of my. deing, and that your old 


friend Placid'is the ſon of Sir William 


Harriſon.” —1 congratulated my friend 
in the warmeſt terms on the happy 


change in his fortune? This event,” 


faid I, „has only realized my conjec- 
tires; my heart always whiſpered you 
| 1 
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was of à noble family, the greatneſs of 
your ſoul, the elevation of your ſenti- 
ments, all confirmed me in that idea. 
[ou ſee me with the partiality of 
friend, replied Placid, © believe me 
my dear Lanſon, birth does not beſtow 
the qualities your friendſhip repreſents 6 
me to poſſeſs: thoſe are the gifts of 
nature, who as an impartial mother 
does not conſult rank to beſto her 
favours, but ſcatters them blindly on- 
all claſſes of ſociety. The only advan- 
tage which birth procures is the power 
of developing theſe precious ſeeds; it 
would therefore be injurious to judge 
men by the rank which fate hath al- 
lotted them in ſociety.” 79 


We returned to London diſcourſing 
on fubjects which our happy meeting 
— K 4 gave 
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gave riſe too. Placid or rather Mr. 
Harri ſon, engaged us to accompany 
him home; where after ſome conver- 
ſation, Philips left us under pretence 
of buſineſs. On his departure ] teſti. 
fied afreſh to Placid the pleaſure I ex- 
perienced in ſeeing him in ſo brilliant 
a ſituation. « Henry,” replied he, © if 

. . riches and birth give a title to happi- 
neſs I can certainly claim it, and 1 
ought, doubtleſs, to enjoy with greater 
delight the change in my ſituation con- 
ſidering that which preceded, it, but 
s you know as well as myſelf that rank 
and fortune do not always bring happi- 
neſs, it is neceſſary that the heart 
ſhould be ſatisfied; the pangs of ſen- 
ſibility are frequently more poignant 
than the ſhocks of fortune, therefore 
my friend do not be aſtoniſned when 
I in- 
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I inform you, that though I have 
found a tender father, and am placed in 
a ftate of affluence, ſomething is yet 
wanting to my happineſs.” 


« My dear Placid,” replied I, with 
ſurprize, © what uneaſineſs can you ex- 


perience? ſpeak, open your heart to a 
friend who. ſtill loves you as tenderly 


as in thoſe happy days, when our pains 
and pleaſures were mutual.” —* I ſhall 
have as much ſatis faction to unboſom 
myſelf as then,” replied he, “ but in 
order to ſatisfy your curioſity entirely 
I will begin my recital from the time 
of our ſeparation,” — 
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CUES e 


— 


Adventures of Mr. Harriſon. 


Yo U, doubtleſs, remember Henry, 
die letter that I wrote from Breſt, and 

in which I informed you of my depar- 
ture. The veſſel to whoſe crew I was 
furgeon failed three days after; it be- 
longed to a large fleet that was bound 
to Canada, in order to land troops to 
act againſt the Engliſh. Our voyage 
was fortunate, about a hundred leagues 
off the coaſt of America we met the 
Engliſh fleet which appeared inclined 
to diſpute our paſſage. Our admiral 


immediately prepared to engage: I had 
never yet witneſſed thoſe terrible ſcenes 
where men not ſatisfied with braving 


\GTSBLAS' © -30g3 
the caprices of a dangerous element, ſeek 
to deſtroy each other by ſinking thoſe 
floating fortreſſes, on which the avarice 
or hatred of their rulers has ſtationed 
them; though I was leſs expoſed from 
my ſituation than the reſt of the crew, 
yet I could not defend myſelf from an 
emotion of fear. On the fignal from 


the admiral's veſſel, theſe heavy ma- | 


chines moved with amazing agility, 
and by the moſt ſkilful manoeuvres ſoon 
ranged in order of battle. The en- 
gagement laſted for three hours with. 
out either party appearing to relinquiſh 
their ardour, but night at length 
obliged them to lay by; as it was ex- 
_ pected that the engagement would be 
renewed | on the next morning, we 
ſpent the intervening time in prepara- 
rations, but at day break diſcovered 

EK 6 =: =: 0 
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that the enemy had diſperſed. The 
Engliſh had, doubtleſs, ſuffered moſt, 
and therefore had retired leaving the 
| paſſage free. Satisfied with their de- 
parture we continued our way, and in 
about a week after arrived ſafely into 
the port of Quebec, where we landed 
our. troops. . 


<« You doubtleſs know that this vaſt 
tract of America is inhabited by ſe- 
veral ſavage nations, as the Algonquins, 
the Eſquimaux, the Iroquois and the 
Hurons. The two laſt mentioned are 
the neareſt neighbours to the Engliſh 
and French, and frequently take part 
in their wars. In that in which we 
were now engaged, the Iroquois a nu- 
merous, warlike, and bloody nation, had 
declared for the Engliſh, and the Hu- 
| | rons, 
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rons, their natural enemy, had taken 


part with us; the laſt mentioned-are 
the moſt civilized of all the ſavage na- 
tions, they hold a conſiderable com- 

merce with the French, for brandy and 
| hardware, for which they exchange furs. 


« The Iroquois had for ſome time paſt 
made frequent irruptions upon our ter- 
ritories, had burned a number of habi- 
tations, and maſſacred the men, women, 


and children, this ſavage nation al- 
ways ſignalizing itſelf by 'cruelty in 


war. The governor of Quebec reſolved 
to revenge theſe atrocious acts by at- 
tacking the perpetrators in their own 


diſtrict, . communicating his deſign to 
the chief of our ſquadron. Three thou. 


ſand men were accordingly put on board 


the tranſports with every neceſſary for 
| the 
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the entbeprize;: which the admiral com- 
manded in perſon. I was appointed 
among other ſurgeons to attend the 
troops; we firſt repaired to Fort Fron- 
tenac, which is ſituated near Lake On- 
tario, and that was conſtructed to keep 
the Iroquois in awe; here we were 
joined by a party of Hurons who had 
offered to aſſiſt us. Aſter reſting one 
day we re-embarked, and eroſſing the 
Lake Ontario ſoon reached the country 
of the Iroquois. We landed during 
the night without the leaſt oppoſition, 
and at day break the- troops began their 
march acroſs the woods in order to 
furprize the inhabitants in their dwel- 
lings: myfef and the other ſurgeons 
remained at ſome diftanec from the 
ore with 2 ee. that was 

bse Kufen 
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deſtined to facilitate a retreat in caſe 
our troops ſhould find it neceſſary. 


which offered an agreeable ſhade. The 
weather was hot, conſidering the cli- 
mate, and I perfuaded two of my com- 
panions to - accompany me into this 
pleaſant receſs: they willingly con- 
ſented, 'being firmly perſuaded that our 
troops would employ the ſavages, nor 
had we the leaſt fear as our corps de 
reſerve was at fo ſmall a diftance, 
Seated in a delightful fpot we were 
converſing on different ſubjects, when 


we were ſuddenly ſurrounded by about 


twenty Iroquois who had entered the 
wood by a private path. One of my 


companions immediately began to ery 


out for aſſiſtance, but a blow which he 


received 


« Near the ſhore was a fmall wood 
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received on the head from a ſavage 
ſtretched him dead on the ground, 
Alarmed at this treatment, the other 
ſurgeon and myſelf fell at their feet, 
entreating their mercy. The Iroquois, 
who appeared the chief, regarded us 
with a ſcornful ſmile, and talked with 
his companions, four of whom imme- 
diately ſeized and bound us. hand and 
foot, then taking us by the arms they 
fled with inconceivable ſwiftneſs to the 
banks of the Lake, which in this ſpot 
| formed an elbow that concealed them - 
from our veſſels, which were anchored 
ina kind of bay. My companion and 

myſelf were thrown into a canoe that 


was ſaſtened to the foot of a rock, and 


which the four Iroquois ſoon rowed off, 
_ coaſting along ſhore on the oppoſite 
6117 | | fide 


— 


a Ses en aeg bed Mie, 
barked. | 


This event was as cruelas unforeſeen, 
and ſo. deeply afflicted me that I was 
for ſome time almoſt bereft of reaſon; 
recovered from which I ſunk into the 
moſt melancholy ſtate. After what I 
had heard of the ferocious character of 
the Iroquois, I had no doubt but my. 
life would be forfeited, and the ſavages 


revenge on us the injury our troops had 
done them. The ſituation of my com- 
panion was as unhappy as my own, 
looking at each other without daring 
to ſpeak. After having rowed for about 
an hour, the Iroquois landed, took us 
from the canoe, and dragged us to their 
habitations, which were ſituated about 
three leagues up the country. On our 

| arrival 
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- arrival a croud of the inhabitants aſ- 
ſembled round us, | fcreaming in the 
moſt diſſonant manner; 1 remarked 
theſe were entirely women, children, 
and old men, which made me ſurmiſe 
that the Iroquois had by ſame means 
been aware of our attack, and the moſt 
vigorous aſſembled to make head Ss 90 


our troops. 


I affo fuſpedted that the Iroquois 
which had furprized us, had been 
placed in the wood to reconnoitre and 
collect the ſtrength of our corps de 
reſerve, a ſuppoſition that was but too 
well founded as I afterwards learned. 
After being for ſome time the ſport of 
theſe ſavages, they drove us through a 
hut into a kind of ſtable, where they 
— us upon ſome ſtraw. We re- 

| mained 
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mained for two days in this- priſon; 
our bonds were very uneaſy, and our 
only nouriſhment a few potatoes and 
water, which was ſerved us once a day. 
As our hands were confined, we were 
neceſſitated to ſtoop to the veſſel that 
contained our food and eat like beaſts. 

There are ſituations which overwhelm 
the ſoul with a ſentiment of grief, vhòſe 
bicterneſs none but thoſe who have ex- 
perienced can form an idea of. My 
companion and ſelf were in one of 
thofe unhappy predicaments, our pre- 
ſent miſery being augmented by the 
expectation of a yet more dreadful ca- 
taſtrophe; we had not even the com- 
fort of mutually conſoling each other, 
for when hope is entirely deſtroyed, and 
misfortune riſen to the utmoſt height, 
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two unhappy ſufferers are-rather a-pain 
than a conſolation to each other; their 
ſouls deadened by the weight of their 
ſorrows becoming incapable of thoſe 
tender feelings which would otherways 
actuate them. t 8 
Such was my ſituation, my compa- 
nion who was either weaker or more 
ſenſible of his misfortunes than my- 
ſelf, did not ceaſe the moſt grievous 
complaints, bewailing the horrors of 
his fate. The third day, of our impri- 
ſonment we heard a great noiſe, which 
IT. had no doubt was occaſioned by the 
return of the warriors, whom I ex- 
pected would not fail to ſacrifice us 
immediately to their reſentment. In 
effect ſome hours after ſix Iroquois en- 


tered our priſon, ſeized, and conveyed 
| \ 7208 


us into an encloſure where from four 
to five hundred warriors were aſſembled, 
forming a Circle, in the midſt of which 
was their chief. On our appearance 
the ' greateſt filence reigned among 
them; our keepers placed us at the 
feet of the chief, who commanded us in 
bad Engliſh to prepare for death, for 
that we were ſentenced to be burnt by 
a ſlow fire, which is the common treat- 
ment of the Iroquois to their priſo- 
ners. Surprized to hear this ſavage 
ſpeak in a language which 1 paſſably 
underſtood, I formed the idea of 'en- 
gaging him to ſpare our lives; but far 


from being moved by my tears and | 


ſupplications, he ſpurned me with his 


foot, regarding me with the utmoſt. 


diſdain and fury. What,” exclaimed 


he, ; puſillanimous wretch, doſt thou 


fear 


GIL 5148. 273 


2 * 


of + — Jn 5.x 
— — ĩͥ ͤ—A—2 
7 — „„ 
6 _ a - \ = — — .* . 
n * 
_ _ - — 
8 — — 


i 
1 
oY 
1. 
+ N 
: * 
8-1 
— 

, . 

432 3) 
- 
tis! 

: 

135 
33 

: 7 

' J 
» 

| 

U 
1 
, 
. 
: « Br 
i 
44 f 
0 
4 — 
* 
ö . 
* 
* 

. - 

.: re 
bs 4 * 
Tm 
. 

145 

0 
=_— 
' 
: 
» 

ö 12 
«By! 
1 

7 
. 
19 
40 
WW. 
k + | 
P, 
24 
75 
ty 
. 
* 
* 
* 


214 THE /FRENCH TP 
fear to die? my revenge ſhall be the 
more bitter; new torments ſhall be 
| invented for thee, *tis -a ſacrifice that 
I owe to my. brethren who have fallen 
gloriouſly, graſping their weapons in 
death; tis a ſacrifice I owe to my ſon, 
whom I tenderly love, and who draws 
near to the period of life. Thy coun- 
trymen have given the wounds which 
will cauſe his death, and yet thou 
dareſt aſk me to ſpare thee.” 


The laſt words of the Iroquoi ſtruck 
me; a ray of hope beamed on my ſoul. 
—* Thou art miſtaken,” replied . 
© if thou think'ſt I fear death, when it 
comes Iwill receive it with calmneſs, but 
tis natural to every man to endeavour 
to preſerve life, the Supreme Being 
who beſtowed it, may take it at plea- 
ſure, 
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fare, but we are forbidden to Yeſtroy 
ourſelves, and is it not equal to ſuicide 
to ſeek death and receive it with the 


tranſports common to thy countrymen? 
believe me, it is rather a rodomontade 
to ſing in torment than Teal firmneſs: 
can'ſt thou imagine, that thy great 
Orontojo beholds with pleaſure thofe 
ſacrifices ye make of human victims; 
if he commands thoſe maſſacres he is 
not a god, On the contrary, the power 
I worſhip enjoins a forgiveneſs of in- 
juries, and even at this moment, when 
thy vengeance is deviſing a cruel: death 
for me, he inſpires my heart with a 
lively intereſt for thy ſon: my buſineſs 
is to watch over the health of men, 
therefore, if thou:can'ſt have that con- 
fidence in me, permit me to eſſay my 
art on this youth, perhaps his wounds 

are 
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are not mortal, and a ſkilful hand is 
alone neceſſary to reſtore him to life 
and Marne /r bu eh 25 


* — = 5 


At 51 words theigloomy and f- 
vage features of the Iroquoiĩs chief 


aſſumed an air of uncommon ſoftneſs. 

ls it true,“ ſaid he, © that thou poſ- 
ſeſſeſt that art ſo uſeful to mankind, 
and in which the Europeans ſo particu- 


larly excel.'—* Thou need'ſt not heſi- 


tate to believe me,” replied I, I ever 
deteſted falſchood, and if there is yet 
hope remaining,. engage to reſtore thy 


. ſon; if I fail thy vengeance will be but 


deferred. Ab, interrupted the Iro- 
quois, if thou ſav'ſt my ſon, depend 
not only on thy life but alſo on my 


warmeſt gratitude.— The chief then 
informed the aſſembly of the ſubject 


of 
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of the ſubject of our converſation, and 


the flattering hope I had given him. 
The Iroquois uttered a cry of joy and 
two among them immediately came 
and unbound me, I entreated the chief 
to command the ſame to be done by 
my companion, ſaying his aſſiſtance 
was neceſſary in my operations. The 
Iroquoi granted my requeſt, and my 


companion who was called La Roche, 


finding that they unbound him, thought 
he was going to be led to inſtant death, 
and began exclaiming in the moſt la- 
mentable manner; I haſtened to com- 
fort him by an information of the con- 
verſation that had paſſed between my. 
ſelf and the chief. His joy was now 
nearly as extreme as his former ſorrow, 
yet we were far from being out of dan, 
ger. I was ignorant of the Rate of the 

Vos. HI. 
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wounded perſon, whom if we did not | 


| ſucceed in reſtoring there was no doubt 


but that we ſhould be remitted 'to our 
former fate; but all the degrees of ex- 


pectation are nothing in compariſon to 


the fearful diſtance which is between 


the fainteſt ray of hope, and the total | 


deprivation of that ſentiment. 


9 


- 2 


— 


C HAP. XI. 
Continuation of the Ac ventures of M. r. 
| Harriſon. | 


« * 
| \ \ E were now introduced to the 
wounded perſon who was extended on 


a mat in the inner part of a hut. Three 


women, one of whom was aged, the 


others young, were ſcated by him: by 
their 
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theit attention and ſorrow I di ſcovered 
them to be his mother and ſiſters; he 
was ſenſeleſs, and ſymptoms. af death 
were already imprinted on his features. 
The young Iroquoi had received two 
gun-ſhot wounds, one of which had 
lacerated the right fide, the other paſled 
entirely through the breaſt; he had 
alſo been ſtabbed in the lower belly 
with.a bayonet: on examination I had 
the pleaſure to find none of theſe 
wounds decidedly mortal, his greateſt 
danger being the loſs of blood, and the 
awkward manner in which they . had 
bound up his wounds. Fortunately I 
had a cafe of inſtruments, ſome ban- 
dages and unguents about me, which. I 
had prepared in caſe of any of our men 
being- wounded. After thoroughly 
waſhing the wounds with brandy, and 


L 2 removing 
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removing the clotted blood, I puf on 
a dreſling, ; and adminiſtered ſome drops 
which I had in my pocket. The young 
ſavage ſpeedily recovered his ſenſes, 
but was too weak to ſpeak; his mother 
and ſiſters, aſtoniſhed at the, firſt ſucceſs 
of. my operations, teſtified. the utmoſt 
joy, thanking. me in their language, 
but in ſo expreſſive a manner that I 
could not fail to comprehend them. 
The Iroquoi chief did not appear leſs 
ſatisfied; I told him that I wiſhed to 
remain near the wounded perſon in 


order to adminiſter my aſſiſtance in 
caſe I ſhould find it neceſſary. Oſiko 
(which was the name of this ſavage) 
approved my caution, and accordingly 
cauſed ſeveral mats to be brought and 
placed near his ſon's bed. In the night 
I renewed the dreſſing, during which 
Ms #4 "the 
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the young man relapſed into a ſtate of 
inſenſibility, but that I removed by 
the aſſiſtance of ſpirits; the next day 
he was attacked with a violent fever, 
v»hich I expected; in ſhort, on the third 
day a number of ſymptoms that had 
intervened, and which would have been 
fatal to an European, entirely diſap- 
peared, and in eight days I thought 
him entirely out of danger. You may 
conceive my pleaſure and that of La 
Roche on this happy event; when I in- 
formed the old chief of the almoſt cer- 
titude I had of his ſon's recovery, he 
inatched me to his arms, ſwearing never 
to forget ſo fignal a ſervice. * From 
this moment,” ſaid he, thou ceaſeſt 
to be my enemy, and I receive thee 


among the number of my friends! 
with: theſe words he preſented me the 
L 3 calumut 
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calumut that he was ſmoaking, which 
[ well knew to be the ſtrongeſt. proof 
of friendſhip amongſt ſavages, and there- 
fore took it and ſmoaked for a few 
minutes: after which Ofiko did the 
. Fame by my companion. The next day 
ſeveral of the principal ſavages came 
to enquire after Tarbek; Oſiko hav- 
ing informed them that La Roche and 
myſelf had ſmoaked in bis calumut, 
they teſtified the utmoſt pleaſure, all 
offering us the ſame token of friend- 
ſhip. Re I 90 $177 TINY 


Until the time I thought Tarbek 
out of danger; I had paid but little 
attention to what ſurrounded me, my 
mind was entirely employed on one ob- 
ject, that of ſaving my life by reſtor- 
ing the young ſavage. Fear over- 

powers 
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powers every other ſentiment; but 
when tranquillity was reſtored to my 
5 heart by Oſiko giving me an aſſurance, 
which is the moſt facred among ſa- 
vages, my mind returned to its ordi- 
nary bias, and J paid attention to all 
that paſſed. I have already told you 
that Ofiko had two daughters; the 
eldeſt was ugly and ill ſhaped, with 
ſomething harſh and repulſive in® her 
features, that was yet more diſguſting 
than her uglineſs. The youngeſt, which 
was called Ziſka, was an admirable con- 
traſt to her ſiſter; ſhe was formed with 
the moſt exact proportion, her features 
ſmall and delicate, the freſhneſs of 
health enlivening her complexion, 
which was fair without that infipidity 
ſo common to the Iroquoi women; 
her eyes were of a bright blue, at once 
L 4 tender 
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tender and animated, and appeared to 
announce the candour and ſerenity that 
reigned in her ſoul; to complete all, 
an expreſſion of ſoftneſs and innocence 
was ſpread over her whole perſon and 
encreaſed her natural charms, forming 
the ſtrongeſt contraſt to the ferocious 
people among whom ſhe was born. In 
ſhort, Ziſka would have been thought 
beautiful even in Europe; ſhe was as 
a diamond caſt among a number of, 
rough and unpoliſhed ſtone. 5 


Misfortunes by exciting ſenſibility 
diſpoſes the mind to love; I could not 
ſee the charming Ziſka without emo- 
tian, her beauties which were expoſed 
to view cauſed an inconceivable trou- 
ble in my heart, my eyes were invo- 
luntarily fixed on her for hours together, 
and 
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and when. ſhe retired I experienced an 
uneaſineſs that her return could alone 
diſpel. A ſavage is unacquainted with 
thoſe laws of prudery, and falſe deli- 
cacy, which render the fair ſex ſo re- 
ſerved among poliſhed nations; they 
are not accuſtamed, to diſguiſe thoſe 
ſentiments which nature avow⸗ thus I 
ſoon diſcovered. that I was not diſplea- 
ſing to Ziſka; we gazed at: each ather 
with - mutual pleaſure, and though we 
could not converſe, the language of 
our eyes was ſufficiently expreſlive to 
convey the nature of the ſentiments we 


felt. When the vain. formalities, of 
cuſtom is baniſhed, hearts ſoon com- 
prehend each other, thus the: moſt per- 
ſect intelligence ſoon reigned between 
mine and Ziſka's. Frequently, hen 
we were alone, I approached her, and 

L 5 preſſing 
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preſſing her hand, teſtified by my geſ- 
tures how dear ſhe was to my heart: 
Ziſka did not underſtand the art of 
feigning, but replied to my careſſes with 
equal ardor. During the cure of Tarbek, 
I Q enjoyed the pleaſure of being near 
ber all day, for under pretence of giv- 
ing her brother aſſiſtance ſhe was per- 
petually in his hut, but her eyes de- 
clared that it was love rather than fra- 
ternal affection which rendered her ſo 
aſſiduous. Tarbek greatly reſembled 
his ſiſter, poſſeſſing none of that fero- 
city that characteriſes his nation, he 
frequently teſtified» his gratitude in a 
manner to give me the moſt ſavourable 


opinion of his diſpoſitioun. 
- 220 B94 O G6, A246 £ 
My affection for Ziſka was ſo lively 


that I confidered the perſect reſtoration 
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of her brother with alarm, as I had no 
doubt but Ofiko faithful to his promiſe 
would give me my liberty, and the idea 
of quitting Ziſka afflicted me to the 


foul. Such is the power of love, it 


makes the moſt. rapid changes in the 
heart of man, cauſing what was the 
warmeſt obje& of his wiſhes to become 
indifferent to him, and ſometimes even 
painful. 


The firſt day Tarbek was able to 


leave his hut, his father conducted him 
to the place where the Iroquois - uſually | 


aſſembled, and where all the warriors 
of the fettlement were waiting his ar- 
rival; Ofiko ordering La Roche and 
myſelf to follow him. Tarbek no 
ſooner appeared than their ſhouts and 
acclamations rent the air, all teſtifying 
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their pleaſures on his recovery. When 
he had anſwered to their congratula- 
tions, his father preſented us to the aſ- 
ſembly, and though we could not un- 
derſtand his language, his geſtures 
plainly declared he was reciting our 
praiſe, The Iroquois received this har- 
rangue by freſh ſhouts; ſeveral of them 
advancing towards us, and carreſſing 
us in their manner. At length Oſiko 
ſaid to me in Engliſh, I have brought 
thee hither with thy friend, in order to 
receive the thanks of theſe warriors; 
thou haſt reſtored them a brave com- 
panion in arms, and me a beloved ſon; 
thou art now our friend, we have 
ſmoaked in the ſame calumut; if thou 


wilt ſtay among us thou ſhalt be our 
brother, and the aſſiſtance thou art able 
to render us will be a new bond to at- 

> | tach 
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tach us to thee; thou ſhalt ſhare our 
labours, and our pleaſures, chooſe thee 


a wife among our virgins, and thy race 


augment the warriors of this ſettle= 


ment.—Bur, if thou preferreſt returning | 


to thy country, ſpeak, we will procure 
the means? there thou may'ſt inform 
thy companions that if the Iroquois are 
cruel to their enemies, they are grate- 
ful to their friends, and that the acti- 
vity of their friendſhip at leaſt equals 
the inveteracy of their hatred? '- + 


Though the fidelity with which 


Ofiko kept his word, and the prooſt 


of friendſhip I received from the Iro- 
quois, gave me the utmoſt pleaſure, 
yet the diſcourſe of the old ſavage 
cauſed me great uneaſineſs, and I was 
ſome, minutes unable to reply, I was 


far 
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far from wiſhing to fix among a people 
whoſe manners and cuſtoms were ſo 
different from mine, but love detained 
me near Ziſka; I could not reſolve to 
leave' that amiable girl. Under this 
embarraſſment I reſolved to adopt a 
middle path, and therefore-replied to 
Ofiko, that I was truly ſenſible of the 
proofs of attachment which he gave 
me, and that, doubtleſs, I ſhould be 
flattered to profit by his generous offers, 
in being received among ſo brave and 
warlike a nation; But,* added I, © thou 
know'ſt man is naturally attached to 
his country, and how difficult it is for 
him to adopt a way of life and man- 
ners to which he is unaccuſtomed. 
Permit me, therefore, to flay for ſome 
time among ye, perhaps, I may be 
able * the euſtoms of thy na- 


tion 5 
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tion; but, if otherways, promiſe me to 
facilitate my return to my country 
when J require it? Oſiko appeared ſa- 
tisfied with my anſwer, aſſuring me I 
ſhould be entirely free: he then in- 
formed the warriors of my reſolution, - 
who applauded it by freſh ſhouts and 
rude demonſtrations of pleaſure.” 


On our return to the hut, Oſiko 
related to his wife and daughters the 
whole of what had paſſed; pleaſure 
brightened the features of Ziſka on 
this information, and her eyes ſuſk- 
ciently expreſſed that ſhe felt the fa- 
erifice was made for her ſake. I 
thought it neceſſary to conceal from 
La Roche that the Iroquoi had left 
us at entire liberty, and therefore only 
told him, that the friendſhip the old 

I chief 
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chief had for us made him wiſh to 
detain us ſometime longer, but with 
a renewed. promile to conduct us to 
Canada, if we could not accuſtom our- 
ſelves to the Iroquoi manners. As La 
Roche was not attached to any Iro- 
quoiſe, he would not have approved 
being detained by my paſſion among a 
nation for whom he had the utmoſt 
averſion, I therefore ſpared him the 
knowledge of a ſacrifice that muſt have 
given him pain. 

..\* Behold us now among the Iroquois, 
living in their manner, and following 
the ſame occupations. Oſiko had given 
us a hut adjoining his own, and we fre- 
3 
ing and fiſhing excurſions, but though 
we had adopted the Iroquai manners, 


q we 
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we had neither their ſtrength nor agi- 
lity; our bodies were incapable of ſuch 
violent exerciſe, and what was to the 
ſavages a party of pleaſure, was to us 
the moſt weariſome fatigue. Theſe ex- 
curſions alſo took me from my beloved 
Ziſka, and frequently when preſſed by 
Oſiko and his ſon to accompany them, 
I pretended illneſs to remain behind, 
in order:t6 converſe with my charming 
miſtreſs. In theſe tender meetings we 
gave ourſelves up wholly to our paſſion; 
enjoyment inſtead of diminiſhing only 
augmented my tenderneſs. I ſoon 
learned ſufficient Troquoi to be under. 
ſtood by Ziſka, a circumſtance that re- 
doubled our ſatis faction, and which 


alſo ſerved to convince me that my 
miſtreſs's diſpoſition was at leaſt as 
amiable as her features were beautiful: 

| her 
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ber foul was as pure as the water of 
the brook in which ſhe viewed herſelf, 
and candour and feminine ſoftneſs gave 
an inexpreſſible charm to every word 
and action. Ziſka was unacquainted 
with the art which our European la- 
dies adopt to ſix a prize on their fa- 
vours, but that uſually diminiſhes the 
value; tender and haſty to oblige, ſhe 
met my affection with equal warmth, 
without thinking ſhe conferred an ob- 
ligation, in ſhort ſhe was the child of 


nature, and one of her moſt beautiful 


works, undiſguiſed by art and the pre- 
judices of education. 


« F had been near three months. 
among the Iroquois, when one day 
Oſiko entered the hut, accompanied by 
a young warrior whom he introduced 

to 


* 
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to his wiſe and dau ghters, informing 
them! that it was the fon of an old 
friend who dwelt at a conſiderable diſ- 
tance: they had met on a hunting ex- 
curſion, and Ofiko had | prefſed the 
young ſavage to paſs ſome days in his 
hut, where every one on the father's in- 
troduction appeared anxious to oblige 
him. The young warrior ſeemed aſto- 
niſhed to find two Europeans among 
the family - of; Ofiko, who ſeized an 
opportunity to inform him of the ob- 
ligation we had conferred on him, and 
the trial we, purpoſed making. This 
commendation of Oſiko did not ap- 


pear to make much impreſſion on the 
ſavage, who viewed us with the ut- 
moſt diſdain, and began - abuſing our 
nation, boaſting that his own arm had 
levelled ten Frenchmen with the duſt in 

the 
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the laſt attack. I did not think it pru- 
dent to feſent this diſcourſe, as I was 
well aware of the danger of defetiding 
my country among its inveterate ene- 
mies, particularly among a people 


whoſe native ferocity the leaſt ſpark 
will kindle into a flame. The viſage 


of the young Troquoi was ſtrongly im- 
pri nted with the national character, 
his features were harſh, and his gloomy 


and ſavage behaviour ſufficiently an- 
nounced his ſoul to be the ſame.—His 
perſon was tall, with large and muſcu- 
lar limbs, that denoted uncommon 
ftrength. I did not think fit to con- 
tend with ſuch a terrible adverſary, and 
only replied by aſking Oſiko the event 
of the attack made by the French, of 
which he eee w_— me on fol- 
lowing information. 

« The 
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*The Iroquois had gained informa- 


tion of our project, and in conſequence | 
prepared to receive us; abandoning all 
their ſcattered ſettlements, along the : 
Lake, they had retired, to the hollows 


between the mountains, where they 
had placed themſelves in ambuſcade, 
ſending out a detachment through a 
bye path in the wood, which lay cloſe 
to the ſhore, to ſurprize our corps de 
referve and cut off the retreat of our 
principal body. Our troops aſtonithed 
to find the habitations abandoned, im- 
mediately ſuſpected that the enemy had 


notice of their intentions, a ſuppoſition 


that rather abated their ardour ; not- 
withſtanding after ſetting fire to the 
dwellings they advanced up the coun- 
try. The commander of. this. expedi- 


tion, fearing a ſurprize, entered the de- 
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file of the mountains with the utmoſt 
precaymon, | where he was ſpeedily -at- 
tagked by the concealed Iroquois who 
fell on our men with inconceivable fury: 
but as theſe ſavages fight without order, 
and are totally unacquainted with mi- 
litary evolutions, they could not ſuc. 
ceed in ſurrounding our troops, a ſmall 
party of the advanced guard being the 
| only victims, and whom the Iroquois 


cut to pieces. Our army was however 

well revenged, the fire of the cannon 

and muſketry killing ſome thouſands of 
Iroquois ; notwithſtanding as the num- 
ber of the ſavages were ſtill re-enforced 
by their concealed comrades, who con- 
tinued renewing the attack with un- 
equaled ardor, our commander thought 

fit to retreat, regaining the coaſt in 
good order. His arrival was timely, 


for 


| " CIL "BLAS | 239 
for the corps de reſerve had almoſt 
ſunk under the force of a numerous 
army of Iroquois; happily, however, 
our veſſels which lay at anchor were 
near enough the ſhore to aſſiſt them 
with their guns. Our troops now re- 
united eafily ſuceeeded in diſperſing 
the ſavages, and re-embarked, after 
having thus in part fulfilled the end 
of their expedition.— This is the ac- 
caunt I collected from the recital of 


Ofiko, who related the whole un in 
favour of his own nation. SY 


„ During our meal I remarked that 
Muſko (which was the name of the 
young Iroquoi) kept his eyes perpe- 
tually fixed on Ziſka; he praiſed her 
beauty, and exhibited all the*eloquence 
of Iroquois gallantry. - The impreſſion 


my 
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my young miſtreſs had made on this 
ſavage alarmed. me, I dreaded the con- 
ſequences of his love, which could not 
fail to be fatal to mine. My fears 
were ſoon confirmed, for the next day 
Muſko declared his paſſion, and de- 
manded Ziſka for his companion. Oſiko 
appeared delighted that his daughter 
had gained the affection of the young 
Iroquoi, and promiſed to unite her to 
him. I leave you to judge the grief 
this promiſe, which I was witneſs to, 
gave me; for Ziſka, her eyes ſufficiently 
declared her affliction. I then repented 
not having demanded her of her fa- 
ther whom I was well aſſured would 
not have refuſed me; but to wed his 
daughter was uniting myſelf. with a 
nation I abhorred, it was renouncing 
my country for ever, and though I 

: tenderly 
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Leould not reſol ve on ſuch a ſueriſice. 
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Y rival was ſo perpetually with 
Ziſka, that it became almoſt impoſſible 
to ſee her alone; he followed her 
where ever ſhe went, the expreſſion of 


cious ſoul, which was incapable of the, 
leaſt ſenſibility ; his affection being hut 
the exploſion of brutal | paſſion. and 
unruly: deſires which he burnt to ſatisfy, 
Ziſka was a ſtranger to diſſimulation, 
and treated Muſko with the utmoſt 
Vol. III. \ 0 coldneſa, 


thy" loved che young Iroquoi yet 


bis love ſtrongly pourtraying his fero- 
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coldneſs, who, however, appeared to 
tally. regardleſs of her behaviour, that 
tender return ſo neceſſary to delicate 
and feeling ſouls. had no charms for 
him; incapable of enjoying the plea- 
ſures of ſentiment, ho wiſhed nothing 
farther , than the gratification. of his 
paſſion: his mind, which was as nar- 
row as his ſoul, was deſtitute of feeling, 
did: not permit. him to diſcover the 
cauſe; of Ziſka's coldneſs, his utmoſt 
deſign i in eſpoufing her being the en- 
Joyment of her perſon. I however did 
not place implicit dependence on this 
diſpoſition of my rival, but uſed the 
utmoſt precaution to conceal my in- 
timacy with: Ziſka; though my young 
miſtreſs was by no means an adept in 
the art of feigning; yet ſhe felt. the ne- 
ceſſity * being on her guard, and con- 
cealing 


- 


err r. 243 
ceäling from Mufko the n ſhe” 
preaches R 
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* Fight days elapſed in this mutual 
conftraſtit: Muſko, charmed with Ziſka, 
appeared to have no inclination to re- 
turn. Vexed at the troubleſome pas 
ſlon of this ferocious Iroquoi; I was 


perpetually thinking of ſome means to 
ſhare” Ziſta from his purſuit. Aﬀer 


much reflection T could deviſe no way 
but flight and perſuading my miſtreſs 
to accompany ' me; I had no doubt but: 
La Roche would readily conſent as he 
deteftetd tlie Troquois, and was perpe- 
tually preſſing me to haſten Ofiko to 
kerp the promiſe he had made of ſend- 
ing us to Canada. I therefore opened 
my project to him, ſay ing that the de- 
. the chief gave me ſome mil. 
M 2 truſt, 
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truſt, and that might I adviſe we mould 
ourſelves endeavour to gain our liberty, 
—La Roche replied chat nothing. was 
more eaſy, that all that was neceſſary 
was to gain the ſhore where there were 
n canoes ready for, nder. that 


1 


Lake i in the narroweſt part, and be bo 

ready far diſtant before the Iroquois 

had diſcovered our abſence, and out 8 

the leaſt danger from purſuit. 1 

i adopted La Roche's idea with — 

| port, and communicated to him my 
deſign of making Ziſka the partner of 

my flight: at firſt he endeavoured to 

; diſſuade me, repreſenting that her elope- 

ment would greatly encreaſe the dan- 

ger, but when I informed him of my 

| affection for her, and that J could not 


reſo! veto ee , he replied that, I 
had 
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Maa too mal y 6bligfhtions on 
him for kim not to confent to what 1 
ea ad that he would ſecond me 
all in his power. We flow refolved to 
"Teize "the firſt” opportunity to put 'our 
Project i in execution, and to take all 
neceſſary precaution to alute its ſuc- 


ces. All that remained was to engage 
4a" to i accompany us, and 1 flattered 


mpfer dare ſöuld wer Hnd 1 much 
trouble in p ding that amlible off | 
"Who" Y Was” bf " only an Tr6quei by Birth, 

natufe app pearing to have made a miſ- 
"ate in plating k er abel favage na. 
"tion; belides ſhe loved me fincerely, 
and 1 had”! 10 doubt but that paſſion 
would prove. ſtronger chan any other 


eonifideration i in her heart. 
ins e 1 * 3. 4 1 | TS > 104 5 
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Lovers eaſily find opportunities to 
ſee each other when they ardently de- 
fire it, nor is there any obſtacle but 
which they can ſurmount to ſatisfy the 
wiſh that is deareſt to their hearts. 
T hodgh Muſko was perpetually in Ppur- 
ſuit of Ziſka, we notwithſtanding found 
means to ſee. each other alone, where 
after giving way to the tranſports which 
mutual affection inſpired, Ziſka de- 
elared to me the uneaſineſs that Muſko's 
paſſion gave her, and fixing .her fine 
eyes on mine, with an expreſſion which 
left me no doubt but her heart Per- 
fetly agreed with her lips: I hate 
him,” added ſhe, as much as I dove 

thee!'—* But Ziſka, replied I, how 
can'ſt thou eſcape his purſuit, thou 
knoweſt thy father has promiſed him 
thy haad. — 1 ſwear by the great 
Orontojo, 


* 
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Orontojo, areturned the, that 'Muſko 
iſhall never be my huſband. Tell 

me, ſaid I, what means thou can'ſt 

employ to | prevent it? I will tell 

my father that my heart is thine, he 

vil chen confent to our union; thou if 
wilt become his ſon and I hall be 1 | 
happy. I - repreſented -to. Ziſka -the 
danger of ſuch an overture.— Thy 
father,” ſaid I, has already paſſed his 
word, "beſides have we nothing to ap- 
Prehend from the vengeance of Mufko? 
yet that is not my apprehenſion; a 
Frenchmen -eannot fear an Troquoi 
however terrible he may appear, bur 
I am a ſtranger, and the kindneſs of 
thy father to me has already riſen a 
Jealouſy among the warriors of chis 
ſettlement; they will ſecond the fury 
* as and thy lover become their 
M 4 ; victim 
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victim: i love thee, Ziſka, heayen is 
witneſs, of my ſincerity.z but I cannot 
teſolve to remain among thy country- 
men, in becoming their brother I muſt 
alſo become the accomplice. of their 
barbarities; yet more they arg the ene- 
mies of my country, can I bear , arms 
againſt my ſellow-citizens?. no, my be- 
loved Ziſka, there is hut one means ta 
Pr event our ſeparation; that is, let us 
x together, if thou loveſt me, 38.1 
think. thou doſt, thou wilt not heſitate 
to quit a country ſo little worthy of 
thee; and thoſe ferocious beings. who 
know not how to eſtimate thy virtue. * 
- 18 | NTT otto 
1 1 had ſcarcely concluded before 
Ziſka threw herſelf. on my neck: I 
am now conyinced chat thou loveſt 
| me,” ſaid ſhe, * could'ſt thou. imagine 


1 
4 


enn e, gy 
chat I would not accept with tranſport 
what ever thou propoſeſt? in what ever 
part of the world I find myſelf with 
thee I cannot fail to be happy com- 
mand, I am ready to follow thee where 
ever thou wilt; thy country ſhall. be 
mine, and the only thought and care 
of thy Ziſka. to FIR thee, and n merit. 
thy rants re 


| « The es with which my 
young miſtreſs ©; conſented to accom- 
pany me, gave me the utmoſt pleaſure; 1 
after declaring to her how much my 
le was indebted for this ſacrifice, 1 
informed her of our project; ſhe ap- * 
proved i it, and even gave me ſome i in- 
formation which I found uſeful. After 5 
thus ſettling thepreliminaries, and agrec- = 
ing: to-ſeize the firſt fayourable oppor- 
M 5 tunity, 
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tunity, we parted, fearful mem 
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The next "eu La Roche and my- 
ſelf reſtified a deſire to make a fiſhing 
Party on the Lake. The brother of 
Ziſka and ſome other Iroquois aceom- 
panied us. I have already obſerved, 
that ' Tasbek greatly reſembled his 
ſiſter; he even poſſeſſed the ſame ſoft- 
veſs of manners, and never failed to 
give me every proof of attachment and 
gratitude. In the way he teſtified what 
pleaſure he ſhould (experience would 1 
ſettle among them? *©1"feel for thee,” 
ſaid he, the moſt” tender "friendſhip, 
and could facrifice my life for thy hap. 
pineſs ; it would be but a return of the 
obligation Lowe thee: I have diſeo- 
vered that thou loveſt my ſiſter, thou 

= | | ſhalt 
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malt become her huſband; Lill en- 
gage my father to zetract the promiſe 

ne has given Mufko whom I hate: his 
arrogance revolts me, and the haughty 
manner with which che treats thee, has 
frequently given me the utmoſt indig- 
nation: ſpeak, ſay thou wilt never 
es Tarbek“ 
es This difcourſe threw me into the 
greateſt embarraſſment; his friendſhip 
touched me; and 1 fek the utmoſt pain 
to deceive him, but the price at which 
he fixed the poſſeſſion of his ſiſter, was 
too great for me to relinquiſh a project 
that ſo happily conciliated the different 
intereſts which ſo immediately had 
claims on my heart. 1 therefore re 
plied to Tarbek that I was truly ſen- 
* of ithe marks of kindneſs which 
M 6 be 


*. 


252 rug FRENCH 


he: feed, momthas Ldnenedrbe 
utmoſt affection for his ſiſter, but that 
I alſo leved my country, that until the 
preſent time two ſuch powerful inali- 
nations had kept my heart in a perpe- 
tual. ſtate of uncertainty but that T 
tion, and in two days would give him my 
: 2 anſwer. Reflect, replied: 
* chooſe which ſhall moſt prepon- 
ae in thy heart. I ſhould be grieved 
that my friendſhip for thee ſhould make 
fr pales 111 as 138 an,: ! 880 
1 A ige b. abs ci e 1254646057 
7 « After n 3 
6h we returned home. La Roche and 
myſelf taking particular notice of the 
bay where the canoes were faſtened, 
1 obſerved. one ſmaller than the reſt 
which r fit for our purpoſe, and 
deter- | 
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Ans ee our project no 
longer than the following night. 1 
found means to inform Ziſka to be in 
readineſs, appointing a place of meet 
ing at ſome diſtance from the dwell. 
inge: the next day was employed in 
preparations, collecting a good quan- 
tity of proviſions, and furniſhing our- 
ſelves with two guns, ſome: powder and 
lead, in which ſtate we determined to 

venture on che Lake. i i 
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When all: r 
ment we left our hut and took the road to 
the ſhore, uſing every neceſſary precau- 
tion. Ziſka was already at the rendez- 
vous; having under favour of the dark- 
neſs; ſlipped out of ther father's hut.— _ 
© Come, my dear Ziſka,*; ſaid I; em- 
ng . let us arm ourſelves with 

courage, 
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courage, andifly with theutmeſt ſpeed.” 
The poung Iroquoi replied iby ꝓreſ- 
ding my hand, and te departed imme 
Aiately towards the ſhore. Ziſka flew 
keep pace wick her; a ſavage life in- 
fluences greatly che conſtitution, and 
gives ſuch ſtrength and activity to che 
limbs, chat even a ſemale bred among 
them would, in a race, diſtande a man 
educated in poliſhed liſmGwſe. 
e eee eee 
% We had no ſooner reached the 
banks of the Lake, than putting our 
provifion and arms in the canoe we ſet 
it afloat, rowing with all our might. 
Me coaſted for ſome time in order to 
gain the canal that ſeparates the Lake 
of Ontario from the Lake of Erie; our 
nn being to land in the peninſula 
which 
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which lays, (berwean theſe wo, Lakes 
andLake-Huron.. We had juſt zeached 
the middle of the canal about day 


break, hen we diſcovered tuo eanoes 


rowing after us with inconceivable 
ſwiftneſs. This ſight had ſuch an ef- 
fect on us, that our arma became re- 
laxed and we ceaſed rowing. I had no 
doubt but that our flight was diſco- 
vered, and theſe canoes ſent in purſuit 


of us. Will heaven never ceaſe to 


perſecute me, faid I, with an agony 
of grief, and does it only ſnatch me 
from one danger to plunge me in a 
greater? La Roche's fright was at leaft 


equal to my own; Ziſka was the firſt 


to recover her fpirits, and affuming an 
heroical firmneſs ſhe exhorted us by 
her words and example to redouble our 


efforts to eſcape our purſuers. Our 


3 intereſt 
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and proviſions fled towards a wood, 
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interſh agreed 200 much withihis'ad- 
vice for us not to adopt it ; we there: 
fore again began to row with an acti- 
vity which our fear of danger redou- 
bled. *Notwithſtanding their candes 
continued to gain upon ours; as the 
Troquois were in greater number and 
ſtronger than us, we had every (reaſon 


to dread their overtaking us before we 
reached the peninſula ;'"in | effect the 


favages rowed ſo vigorouſly that they 
were ſoon within gun-ſhot: I-particu- 
larly diſtinguiſhed the ferocioug/Muſko, 


and we ſhould, have been inevitably 


vanquiſhed had not the ſight of the 
ſhore given us redoubled courage to 
row with ſuch rapidity AS to reach the 
land before them. We inſtantly leaped 
out of the canoe, and leaving our arms 


#4 


ſome- 
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ſome- ſmall, diſtance from the ſhore, 
int ot HY 1454) e "qt. Mert 
_ The-Lroquois cds land a mo- 

ment after and inſtantly purſued us 
; they muſt infallibly have ſoon over- 
taken us if by the moſt happy chance 
a hoord of ſavages, whom I inſtantly 
recognized for the Hurons, had not at 
that moment appeared on the turning 
ofa hill between the | wood and the 
ſhore... As this nation was allied with 
us, I had no doubt of their aſſiſtance, 
and running towards them F threw 
myſelf at their feet making them com- 
prehend .that I was a_Frenchman;, I 
however. had no occaſion to excite their 
pity. to engage them in our defence, 
their implacable hatred to the Iroquois 
being. a ſufficient motive. to influence 

them 
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them t an attack, for they had no 
ſooner diſcorered them chan giving 
repeated ſhouts to teſtify their joy, they 
-ruſhed upon them. The Iroquois aſto- 
niſhed at ſuoh an unexpected · meeting 
appeared for a few moments irreſolute, 
ſome . of chem even haſtening back to- 
warde the -canoes; but recalled and 
animated by the diſcourſe and Seha- 
viour of Muſko they placed themſelves 
by his ſice, waiting the attack of the 
| ener with firmneſs. : wy 
| 1 

*The battle ſoon began, and was 
truly terrible: theſe ſavages fight with 
unequalled fury, as they know there 
is no quarter to be expected they muſt 
vanquiſh or die. La Roche and my 
Fe}f remained for ſome minutes con- 
ccaled behind the trees, for-beingawith- 
e l out 
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out weapons wo- could hot ſecond our 
brave deliverers. Though the Hurons 
were far more numeraus than their op- 
ponentos, yet the ſtrength and valour of 
Muſko long ſtemmed the courſe of the 
battle. This terrible ſavage fought like 
a lion, and was on the point of decid-' 
ing the victory in favour of the Tro- 
quois, when determined co ventute 
every thing, I. entreated La Roche 40 
ſecond me: we advanced towards the 
place of conteſt arming ourſolvos awigh 
the clubs of -tyvo Hurons who were 
ſlain, | and threw ourſalves among the 
-combatants,' deſpair 'redbubling our 
courage. Phe batile now began to 
incline in favdur of our friendes La 
Roche and myſelf had already alled 
two | Lrodfaois 'when Muſleo ruſhed: be- 
foro us Bee tiger raging for his 
old prey 


— 
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-preſ\ do6s" dot gokefü Hofe füt than 
* ad this ſavage when he attacked 1 me. 
5 3h Ki fie 7 uy chou thalr 
| dearly pay the robbing me '5 Ziſka.— | 
With cheſe words he ſtruck at "my" head 
with a force which muſt have proved 
fatal, had not rage bewildered his ſight, 
the blow elan :ing along the fide of my 
arm without much damage. I faw. it 


would be uſeleſs 20 wn te y. rength 
© "againſt ſuch an "adverſary, and there. 
fore determined to adopt ſkill in lieu 
of it. I had a large pocket kniſe chat 
T had ever kept concealed while I dwelt 

among the Iroquois, arid determined to 
uſe that inſtead of the club which 1 


did not underſtand the management of 
ſo well as my enemy: therefore threw 
down my weapon, and when Mufko 
raiſed his arm to give me a.\ ſecond 

blow, 
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blow, leaped back, by which means he 
loſt his aim, and ruſhing on him be- 
fore he could renew it, plunged my 
knife i in his body, on which he imme- 
diately fell bathed in blood. The Hu- 
rons at this ſight gave repeated ſhouts 
of joy, one of them ending the fero- 
cious Muſko with 'a club. The Iro- 
quois who remained ſeeing their brave 
warrior dead loſt courage and took to 
flight, but the Hurons purſued, them. 
ee dee 


1 7 


7 


$ * After this ſucceſs the Hurons aſ- 
ſembled,. giving us every mark of kind- 


neſs, praiſing my courage, and. ſaying 
they owed, their victory to me, I 
thanked. the favages, for the aſſiſtance 
they had given us in fo perilous a ſitua- 


tion: 2 who had remained con- 
el! . Ne 55 


| cealed | 
HOG 
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cealed im the thickeſt part of the wood 
during the combat. no joined us; and 
throwing herſelf into my arms teſti- 
fied her pleaſure at my ſaſety. La 
Roche and myſelf fetched the provi-- 
ſrons whieh we left in the eanoe, oblig- 
ing the Hurons to ſfiare them with us, 
and after a little reſl, which we were 
much in need of, we continued our 
route with our deliverers. On tlie way 
the Hurons informed ds that they had 
been on a hunting party for eight days, 
and that their ardor for the chaſe had | 
brought” them as, fur as the banks of 
the: Lake Ontario, - which they rarely 
frequented, concluding, by aſſuring us 
they rejoiced in their excurſion ſince it 
had been in their power to be ane 
able to eee | 951 et 


þ 
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After three days and a half's pain- 
ful walk through wood and oVer moun- 
taint wo reached their ſettlement. The 
Hurons were no ſooner informed of our 
arrival than they ran to meet us, teſti- 
fying in their manner the pleaſure they | 
experienced on ſeeing us. They con- 
dated us to the cabin of their chief, 
who received us graciouſly, treating us 
as ſumptuouſſy as could be expected 
from ſuch entertainers. 


4 


« ] ſoon diſcovered that the Hurons 
though-ſavages, and: living entirely by 
hunting and fiſhing like the Iroquois, 
yet were much milder and leſs fero- 
cious. After paſſing ſome. days with 
them I teſtified to the chief the deſire 
I had to return among my country men:; 
the generous ſavage haſtened to oblige 


me, 
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me, and aſſembling a — W 


riors ſent them bear ur us; thus 
protected we | walked, for five days, at 


the end of which period we arrived 


eg eke at Fort Fron- 
tenac. Regs 51 1 tren $7965 £13041 
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7 33 deſired to be pre- 


ſented to the governor, whom I in- 


formed of all that had happened us, 
and the neceſſity we laboured. under, 
entreating his aſſiſtance, which he in- 
ſtantly granted with the utmoſt gene- 


roſity. There Was at this time in Fron- 
i tenac 
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tenac two Miſſionaries who were em- 
ployed in inſtructing the ſavages that 
lived in the environs of the Fort: 1 
deſired them to beſtow their cares alſo 
on Ziſka and to teach her the princi- 
ples of our religion, to which the good 
fathers willingly conſented. The con- 
verſion of the young -Iroquoiſe gave 
them little trouble; love had already 
made her a Chriſtian: this child of na. 
ture poſſeſſing one of thoſe innocent 
yet ingenuous ſouls which readily re- 
ceive inſtruction, therefore, the pure 
morals of our. religion could not fail 
being ſpeedily. engraven on it. 

It is much eaſier to change an opi- 
nion than to give birth to one; the 
prejudices of education and poliſhed 
life give to the mind a fixed idea which 
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is very, difficult to Fe by this rea- 
ſon a ſavage is far more eaſily con- 
verted than an European, who has al- 
ready imbibed religious opinions and 
whoſe ſoul is under the yoke of ſocial 
inſtitutions. 


« When Ziſka was ſufficiently in- 
ſtructed one of the -fathers baptized 
her; and two days after I married her. 
As I had never known my. parents I 
had no one's conſent to aſk, and there. 
fore did not heſitate to unite myſelf to 
a girl who though a ſavage was truly 
worthy of my eſteem and tenderneſs, 
Gratitude and honour alſo demanded 
it; Ziſka had left all to follow me, ſhe 
had now no friend but myſelf, and I 
did no more by her than fulfil the moſt 
facred of duties. TY. 

| « Soon 
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Soon after our marriage we left 
Frontenac and went to Quebec. The 
day after our arrival La Roche and 
myſelf waited on the governor to whom 
I related our adventures with the Iro- 
quois, in the ſame manner I had be- 
fore done to the governor of Fronte- 
nac; my recital appeared to intereſt 
him, he preſented us in the king's 
name with a conſiderable gratification, 
and as the veſſel on board of which we 
ſerved had been gone ſome time on 
an expedition, he offered to place us 
as ſurgeons in the military hoſpital at 
Quebec, -which we W with gra- 
titude. | 
Neither time nor diſtance could 
efface from my heart a friend ſo dear | 
as yourſelf; I was no ſooner ſettled in 
my new ſituation than I wrote you a 
Hl N 2 long 


| 
| 
| 
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long letter which I directed to M. de 


Landrimont, having no doubt but he 
had procured you ſome employ. 1 
waited for ſix months in expectation 
of an anſwer, and at length learned 


that the veſſel in which I ſent my let- 


ter had been taken by the Engliſh; 1 
therefore immediately wrote a ſecond 
which I gave to the captain of a mer- 
chant-man who was to fail with a con- 
voy of two ſhips of the line, IJ had 
therefore no fear of this letter meet- 


ing with the ſame fate as the firſt, 


« Near a year paſſed in my new em- 


_ ploy without any thing happening to 


diſturb the felicity I enjoyed, having 
daily freſh cauſe to congratulate my. 
ſelf on the choice I had made. Ziſka 


was the moſt amiable and beſt of 
Wives, 
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wives, her innocent candour and frank- 
neſs remained ever the ſame, ſhe had 


no will but mine, I was the object of | 


all her wiſhes, deſires, and affection.— 
She was ſoon accuſtomed to the,-ew 
way of life which ſhe had adopted, 
and was perfectly eaſy in her habili- 


ments, for nothing could exceed her 


natural gracefulneſs. Her mind was 
not gifted with leſs capability, ſhe made 


in a ſhort time a rapid progreſs in our 


language, and when I had developed 
by converſation and inſtruction the 
happy ſeeds of underſtanding which 
nature had beſtowed on her; Ziſka re- 
mained an Iroquoi only in origin, be- 
ing capable of entering in parallel with 
the moſt accompliſhed European, 


Oy « We 
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We lived thus happy in each other, 

bleſt with an eaſy competency, our 
wiſhes never exceeding our means, and 
our only deſire being that this agree 
able exiſtence might be prolonged to 
our lateſt hour. Ziſka bore in her 
womb the fruit of our loves, and I al- 
ready enjoyed in imagination the de- 
lightful hope of ſceing myſelf revived 
in the precious pledges of our tender. 
nefs ; but heaven jealous of my happi- 
neſs alas too ſoon deprived me of it, 
and my ſenſibility was again put to the 
proof by an event of all others the mon 
calculated to affect it. 


1 ee 4 went a walking in 
the environs of the city which vere 
very pleaſant. Since my beloved Ziſka 
had been pregnant I made thoſe little 

excur- 
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excurſions regularly, as I was convinced 
that moderate exerciſe was ſerviceable 
in her ſituation, particularly as ſhe had 
formerly been accuſtomed to a life of ; 
the utmoſt activity. One day that we | 
were walking at the enterance of a 
{mall wood about a league from the 
city, and I was at ſome few ſteps from 
Ziſka gathering vulnerary plants, which 
grew plentifully in this ſpot; ſhe on a 
ſudden gave a piercing ſhriek: J in- 
ſtantly ran, and beheld an enormous 
ſerpent in purſuit of her; I flew to 
defend her, but alas arrived too late, the 
Acurſed reptile had reached her and 
darted his venom. into her arm.—I had 
no weapon but a ſtick, with it I at- | 
tac ked the ſerpent, who ſeeing me ap- | 
_ proach left Ziſka and glided ſwiftly | 
towards me, hiſſing in a fearful man- 
N 4 ner, 
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ner, I however was fortunate enough 
to eſcape him by jumping quickly aſide, 
then attacking him with my ſtick I at 
length killed him. My wife had fainted 
from fear and lay ſenſeleſs on the 
ground; I ran to her the inſtant I had 
overcome the ſerpent, but had ſome 
difficulty to recover her. I was in the 
greateſt embarraſſment, the place where 
we were walking was diſtant from any 
habitation, and it was impoſſible to 
leave my beloved Ziſka to ſeek an 
aſſiſtance which I dreaded would be 
too late, as I well knew that the bite 
of ſerpents if not inſtantly attended to 
are ever fatal. I therefore thought the 


moſt ſpeedy way would be to get her 
to the town as quick as poſſible, and 
entreating her to keep up her ſpirits, 
and lean on my arm, we repaired thi- 
ther. 
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ther, We no ſooner reached home 


than the ſymptoms of, the venom be- 
came manifeſt; her neck was ſwelled f 
and inflamed: I flew to procure the 
remedies uſed in ſuch caſes, but it was 
too late, the poiſon had infected the 
whole maſs of blood, and all my en- 
deavours were fruitleſs. My beloved 
Ziſka was ſoon ſeized with a lethargic 
dozing, a deadly paleneſs overſpread 
her features, her pulſe gradually weak- 
ened, and ſhe paſſed in an almoſt in- 
ſenſible manner from life to death. 


« ] ſhall not attempt to deſcribe to 
you the diſtraction this loſs threw me 
into you poſſeſs a feeling heart and 
may therefore judge the ſorrow I muſt 
experience in loſing a woman whom 
I ſo tenderly loved; a blow which was 


the 
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* more dreadful as it was ſudden and 
nexpected. I was for ſome days loſt 
in a gloomy deſpair that rendered me 
inſenſible to all around me, it appeared 
as though all my phyſical and moral 
faculties were buried in the grave of 
Ziſka.—However, time which ſoſtens 
every acute ſenſation, added to the duties 
of my place, at length drew me in ſome 
meaſure from this cruel ftate, which 
may ſooner be :ompared to annihilation 
than. life; yet leaving a deep melan- 
choly which made me perpetually ſeek 
ſolitude. Quebec was hateful to me, 
E therefore reſolved to quit a place-that 
was ever reminding me of my misfor- 
tune, and ſoon found an. opportunity : 
the fleet on which I had before ſerved 
put into. the port to refit, and on my 

1 appli- 
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application Lowe immediately appointed 
to the ſame rank I had before held. 


I had been ſome few days in my 
new .employ when a merchant ſhip ar- 
xived in the harbour coming directly 
from St. Maloes. 1 had a preſentiment 
that this veſſel would bring me news 
of you, and accordingly repaired im- 
mediately on board: my hope was not 
deceived, the captain gave me a lettex _ 
from M. de Landrimont. That gene 
rous patron informed me that after be. 
ing two years with him in quality. of 
ſecretary, he had recommended you to 
an Engliſh nobleman who was travels 
ling for amuſement; that he had re- 
mitted my letter to Madrid expecting 
you were. there, but 'that it had been 
returned, with an information that you 

| | were 
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were gone to Italy by ſea with your 
Engliſh friend. You may imagine the 
pleaſure I experienced on hearing you 
was happily ſituated: M. de Landri- 
mont alſo informed me that the good 
woman who had taken ſuch care of 
my infancy, and who loved me as a 
tender mother, had been dead near a 
year. This news afflicted me the more 
as I now conſidered myſelf as deprived 
of all hope of ever being acknow- 
ledged by the authors of my being, the 
death of my reputed mother cutting off 
the means they would have to diſcover 
me, ſhould they be inclined to make 
inquiries. I was for ſeveral days over- 
whelmed with forrow -on the reflection 
of my unhappy fate; in effect was not 
| my fituation a melancholy one? I had 


7 loſt a wife IJ adored, and now found 
B33" myſelf 


; GIL BLAS, ' 277 
myſelf deprived of one who had re- 
placed the loſs of my parents, and ful- 
filled for them the ſacred duties of 

nature. I now appeared to ſtand alone 
in the world, unſupported among my 
fellow creatures, and ſeparated from 
the only friend who was intereſted for 
my fate. pi Ae 


The damaged veſſels being re- 
paired we ſailed for the Antilles: the 
firſt eight days of our voyage was very 

fortunate, but at the height of the 

Bermudas we were overtaken in the 
night by a dreadful ſtorm which ſcat- 
tered the fleet. I was on board the 
Invincible of ſeventy-four-guns; as the 
wind was in the ſouth ſouth eaſt, blow- 
ing with ſuch violence that we could 

not manoeuvre the ſhip, we feared to 
o be 
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be thrown on the coaſt of New-Eng- 

land, where we muſt inevitably have 
been wrecked or taken priſoners by the 
Engliſh; apprehenſions that were but too 
| well realized. Towards morning the 
wind became; leſs violent and we found 
ourſelves at the enterance of the gulph 
of Cheſapeack; at the ſight. of the 
danger we ran we ſet all our fails and 
endeavoured to gain the open ſea, but 
we had been diſcovered and two line 
of battle ſhips and a frigate ſent in 
purſuit of us, as we had ſuffered greatly 
by the ſtorm they ſoon reached us; our 
captain reſolved to make à running 
fight but- the enemies veſſels ma- 
nœeuvred with ſuch ſkill that in leſs 


than half an hour we were completely 
ſurrounded and while the two large 


ſhips cannonaded us both on the lar- 
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board and ſtarboard, the frigate took us 
by the ſtem raking the whole length of 
the veſſel: we made the moſt vigorous 
reſiſtance during an hour, but were at 
length neceſſitated to yield to ſuperior 
force, and after having loſt near the 
half of our men ſtruck our white flag 
and ſurrendered. The Engliſh captain 
immediately put part of his crew in 
poſſeſſion of the ſhip, and after hav- 
ing taken it in tow. the three veſſels re- 
turned in triumph to James-Town, 
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Pabliſsed by C. and G. KreakeLey, Fleet-Street, © 


THE GERMAN GIL BLAS, or the ADVENTURES of 
PETER CLAM, tranſlated from the German of Baron Kniegge; 


b fon Volumes, a xa ſewed. ' 
e above wor been very highly "ſpoken of by the 
Engliſh, as well as foreign — d _ | * 


WANLEY PENSON: or, The MELANCHOLY MAN. 
; A MisczLLANZous STORY. | 

The principal character in this tale, which is that of a man 
who paſſes through a ſucceſſion of ſufferings from exceflive're- 
finement and ſenſibility, is well ſupported, his reflections and 
obſervations upon human life and manners are juſt, and are fre. 
quently very agreeably relieved by many ſcenes of comic hu- 
e op —— is eaſy — N and we recommend 

is work to the readers of ious hiſtory ty N wg c 
the ſenſe and ſpirit of which will amply compen te for — 
irregularities and defects. ANALYTICAL Rrzvitw, 


as Many parts ef this work are highly intereſting and enter- 


- taining, as for inſtance, Tom Snell's Story and the early ten- 


derneſs of Penſon for his Linny is well deſcribed ; the haughty 
and cruel inſolence of old Snell's oppreſſor is delineated with a 
maſterly pencil. The death of Mahud is a ſhort ſketch, but 
in a very ſuperior ſtyle, and diſplays the apprehenſion of de- 
teQion, the triumph of ſeeming ſecurity, and a mind habi- 
tually wicked and ungrateful, moſt admirably.” 
: CAITIcAT REVIEW, Jan. 1792. 
A new edition, in three volumes crown octavo, Price 138. 6d. 
in boards. a / 7 
THE LIFE of JOSEPH BALSAMO, commonly called 


- COUNT CAGLIOSTRO, containing the ſingular and uncom- 


mon adventures of that extraordinary perſonage, from his birth 
till his impriſonment'in the Caſtle of St. Ange lo. To which 
are added the particulars of his Trial before the Inquifition, the 
hiſtory of his confeſſions coneerning Common - and Egyptian 
Maſonry, and a variety of other intereſting particulars. Tranſ- 
lated from the original proceedings publiſhed at Rome, by or- 


der of the Apoftolic Chamber, with Notes by the Tranſlator, 


containing many Curious AnxcpoTEs of Enotmous DE- 
PREDATIONS, never before made public. With his portrait, 
Price 38. 6d. ſewed. X 


MEMOIRS of CHARLES PRICE, containing an accurate 
account of his ingenious forgeries on the Governor and Com- 

y of the Bank of England for a ſeries of fix years; and a 
faithful detail of his vices and depredations on ſociety for a 
period of fifty-five years, With portraits in bis various diſ- 
guiſes. Price 38. 6d. , | 


